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t Project
• The Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) recently 

awarded the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) 
$500,000 from its "Percent for Green" program. 

• The Percent for Green program collects a percent of 
development charges and uses that money to fund 
large-scale green infrastructure projects that provide 
broad benefits for watershed health and the 
community.
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Grant Award 



Project Goal:
The goal of this project is to develop a framework for tree planting in the 

curb zone, in collaboration with Portland Parks & Recreation’s Urban 
Forestry team, Bureau of Environmental Services, and others, with the 

end goal of constructing tree space in the curb/parking zone.
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Street trees:

• Provide green stormwater 
management

• Can mitigate urban heat island effect, 
urban air pollution

• Can be used as a traffic calming 
enhancement

• Can extend street’s livability (slower 
pavement deterioration)

• We often don’t have enough right of 
way behind the curb, so going into the 
parking zone may be our only option

Trees in the Curb Zone

Why Tree Planting in the 
Curb Zone
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• PedPDX

• Action 8.6 - Given limited space in the right-of-
way, this may include increasing the size of the 
furnishing zone, providing trees within the 
curb zone intermittent with on-street parking, 
providing soil cells and/or continuous planting 
strips (rather than tree pits) to allow roots 
space to grow without disturbing infrastructure 
above.

• Pedestrian Design Guide 

• B.5.3 Extending the Furnishing Zone into the 
Curb Zone - Where Furnishing Zone widths 
prescribed in Table B-3 cannot be met, frontage 
improvement applications and capital projects 
are required to evaluate the feasibility of 
extending the Furnishing Zone into the curb 
zone to provide the required width. 

Trees in the Curb Zone

Why Tree Planting in the 
Curb Zone
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• SE Hawthorne & 46th

• One off installation that 
PBOT/BES worked on

• Directors Park
• Full block redesign with 

the park 

• Both designed without any 
intent to replicate

Trees in the Curb Zone

Examples in Portland
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• Seattle, WA
• Frenchtown, NJ
• New York, NY
• Wilsonville, OR
• Oakland, CA
• Reno, NV
• Las Vegas, NV

Trees in the Curb Zone

Peer City Review for Trees 
in the Parking Zone
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• Existing on-street parking 
• Curb tight sidewalk or narrow Furnishing 

Zone with no existing street trees
• Lack of underground utilities along curb line: 

Portland, Oregon Pressurized Mains | GIS 
Map Data | City of Portland, Oregon | 
Koordinates

• Movement of emergency response vehicles is 
not negatively impacted

• Not on curb extension policy exemption map: 
739562 (portlandoregon.gov)

• Wonky way of saying streets we’ve 
said we won’t build curb extensions 
on

Trees in the Curb Zone

Criteria for Tree Planting 
in the Curb Zone in 
Pedestrian Design Guide

https://koordinates.com/layer/96810-portland-oregon-pressurized-mains/
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/citycode/article/739562
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Criteria for Tree Planting 
– Urban Forestry Tree 
Planting Standards
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• East of 82nd Ave and/or lower SE
• Known deficiency in tree canopy; urban 

heat island issues

• Higher Urban Heat Index

Trees in the Curb Zone

Additional Criteria for 
this Project
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SE Holgate at I-205
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SE Woodstock at 86th
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SE Duke at 75th
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% for Green Application

Criteria
•Watershed Benefits
•Community Involvement, Partnerships, and Benefits
•Equity and Leadership of Underrepresented 
Communities
•Equity in Construction Contracting

Applicants must briefly explain how their projects meet 
these criteria on the pre-application and in greater 
detail on the full application.

https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-watershed-benefits
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-watershed-benefits
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-community-involvement-partnerships-and-benefits
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-equity-and-leadership-of-underrepresented-communities
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-equity-in-construction-contracting
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Brentwood Darlington 
Multimodal 
Improvements

• Neighborhood 
Greenway on 
Knapp/Ogden

• Sidewalk infill on 
Duke (south side 
only)

• Sidewalk infill on 
Flavel

Upcoming Projects in B-D
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Lower SE Rising Planning 
Study

• PBOT/BPS joint project
• Bryan Poole, PBOT PM



20Trees in the Curb Zone

Potential Corridor 

Criteria
•Watershed Benefits
•Community Involvement, Partnerships, and Benefits
•Equity and Leadership of Underrepresented 
Communities
•Equity in Construction Contracting

Applicants must briefly explain how their projects meet 
these criteria on the pre-application and in greater 
detail on the full application.

https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-watershed-benefits
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-watershed-benefits
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-community-involvement-partnerships-and-benefits
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-equity-and-leadership-of-underrepresented-communities
https://www.portland.gov/bes/grants-incentives/percent-green/selection-criteria#toc-equity-in-construction-contracting
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Project Info

What is this project doing?

• Site refinement, design, and construction of tree curb 
bump outs (+ tree maintenance)

• Outreach to adjacent property owners
• Offering to plant yard trees for neighbors on opposite 

side of street
• Create standards and guidance so that this treatment 

can be applied broadly
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Project Timeline
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Next Steps

• Finalize corridor design
• Ongoing community engagement 
• Refine engineering drawings
• Refine individual planting locations



24Trees in the Curb Zone

Next Steps

• Project Website
• Trees in the Curb Zone Pilot Project | Portland.gov
• www.Portland.gov/transportation/planning/trees-curb-zone

• PBOT PM
• Gena Gastaldi
• Gena.Gastaldi@portlandoregon.gov

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/trees-curb-zone
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/trees-curb-zone
http://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/trees-curb-zone
mailto:Gena.Gastaldi@portlandoregon.gov
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