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Agenda
• Heritage Tree Program Overview
• New HT Designation requests (3)
• HT Delisting requests (3)
• Special Cases (2)
• UFC Discussion and Vote
• Heritage Tree Volunteer Program Update
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Heritage Tree Program
Recognizes trees of: 
• Unique size
• Significant age
• Historical association
• Horticultural significance

People involved:
• City staff
• Volunteers
• Property owners
• Community at large
• City Council
• UFC HT #113  Deodar cedar cone
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Heritage Tree Nomination           Review Process

UF compiles info and removes 
ineligible trees2

6

UF staff validates & inspects
City Forester review

Public nominates trees

4

3

1

HT volunteers evaluate trees
• Standard criteria & methods
• Send recommendations to UF staff

5UFC review & recommend to 
City Council 

City Council designates 
new Heritage Trees



Portland.gov/Parks

Tree Removals vs. Designation

Tree Removal
• Occur in emergencies

– Hazard to public safety
• After UFC consent for non-emergencies 

– Severe Decline

Designations and Removal of Designations (delistings)
• Recommended by UFC
• Approved by City Council

– Presented once a year
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Heritage Tree Designation Requests (3 trees)

#407: Giant sequoia (Park); Downtown
#408: Giant sequoia (Private); Montavilla
#409: Pacific dogwood (Private); Portsmouth
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Lownsdale Square (Park)
Downtown Nhbd

#407 Giant sequoia

8614 SE Mill St (Private)
Montavilla Nhbd

DSH: 76”
Height: 96’

#408 Giant sequoia

DSH: 78”
Height: 150’
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DSH: 31”
Height: 70’

#409 Pacific dogwood

9038 N Fortune Ave 
(Private)
Portsmouth Nhbd
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Heritage Tree Delisting Requests (3 trees) 

Emergency removals:
#117: Pacific dogwood (Private), Sunnyside
#204: Gravenstein apple (ROW), Brooklyn
#321: Gravenstein apple (Private), Reed
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Heritage Tree #117
Emergency removal – Severe 
Decline

Pacific dogwood
Cornus nuttallii

2944 SE Taylor St
Private
Sunnyside Nhbd
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Heritage Tree #204
Emergency removal – severe 
decline

Gravenstein apple
Malus x domestica 'Gravenstein’

4017 SE 9th Ave
ROW
Brooklyn Nhbd
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Heritage Tree #321
Emergency removal – severe 
decline

Gravenstein apple
Malus x domestica 'Gravenstein’

5003 SE 34th Ave 
Private
Reed Nhbd
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Patton Square Park | Overlook Nhbd

Special Cases: #274 and #163 
• Recommend: #274 Northern red oak 

(Quercus rubra) 
• No city ordinance

• Delist: #163 European white birch 
(Betula pendula) 

• Storm failure Feb. 2021 (not reported)

1526 NE Thompson (Private)
Irvington Nhbd
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Next Steps:
1) UFC discuss/ask questions on Heritage Tree Requests
2) Motion on Recommending Heritage Tree Designation Requests to City Council
3) UFC Vote

Recommendation Common Name Scientific Name Tree Nbhd HT#

Add HT Designation Northern red oak Quercus rubra Overlook 274

Add HT Designation Giant sequoia Sequoiadendron 
giganteum Montavilla 407

Add HT Designation Giant sequoia Sequoiadendron 
giganteum Downtown 408

Add HT Designation Pacific dogwood Cornus nuttallii Portsmouth 409

Remove HT Designation Pacific dogwood Cornus nuttallii Sunnyside 117

Remove HT Designation European birch Betula pendula Irvington 163

Remove HT Designation Gravenstein apple Malus x domestica 
'Gravenstein' Brooklyn 204

Remove HT Designation Gravenstein apple Malus x domestica 
'Gravenstein' Reed 321
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HT Volunteer Program Update
• 2025 HT volunteer program: 

– 17 volunteers
– 75 hours
– Fall HT Tour, Arbor Day

• Open recruitment:
– Closes April 30th

– Training event May 16th

• Roles:
– HT nominations & review
– HT monitor
– Outreach & education

• Apply now: 
portland.gov/trees/heritage

https://www.portland.gov/trees/heritage
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Thank you
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How are Heritage Trees Removed?

11.20.060.I. Emergencies.

If the City Forester determines that a Heritage Tree is dangerous 
and is a threat to public safety, the City Forester may order the 
tree to be removed without prior consent from the UFC.

11.20.060.F. Heritage Tree Removal. 

Heritage Trees may be removed only with the consent of the 
UFC, except as provided in Subsection I., below. The UFC shall 
hold a public hearing on a request to remove a Heritage Tree. 
Consent to remove the tree shall be supported by at least six 
members of the UFC.
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Designation

D.  Designation. The Urban Forestry Commission (UFC) makes a 
recommendation to City Council as to whether a tree should be designated as 
a Heritage Tree. A recommendation to designate a tree shall be supported by 
at least six members of the UFC. City Council may designate a tree if it finds 
that the tree’s health, aerial space, and open ground area for the root system 
have been certified as sufficient by an arborist.
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Removal of Designation

11.20.060.E Removal of Designation

The UFC makes a recommendation to City Council as to whether the 
Heritage Tree designation should be removed from a tree. A 
recommendation to remove the designation shall be supported by at least 
six members of the UFC. City Council may remove the designation if it finds 
that the designation is no longer appropriate. 


	Slide Number 1
	Agenda
	Heritage Tree Program�
	Slide Number 4
	Tree Removals vs. Designation
	Heritage Tree Designation Requests (3 trees)
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Heritage Tree Delisting Requests (3 trees) 
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Next Steps:
	Slide Number 16
	Thank you
	�
	Designation
	Removal of Designation

