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A People’s History of Portland’s Urban Forest

St. Johns Plaza, Business leaders advocated for tree planting, 1979.
City of Portland Archives, A2010-003
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“We don’t have to engage In grand, heroic

actions to participate in the process of change.

Small acts, when multiplied by millions of
people, can transform the word.”

— Howard Zinn,
A People’s History of the United States
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Presettlement Willamette

“The Walhamette River From a Mountain," by Paul Kane, 1847
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Indigenous Forest Management

Interior of a Takelma Plankhouse, image from Bureau of Land Management
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Oak Savanna
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Willamette Valley Oak Savanna, Image courtesy of Oregon State University Department of Horticulture
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We Inherit the actions of our ancestors

'
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“Stumptown” by Lorenzo Lorain, 1857, image courtesy of Oregon Historical Society Research Library

PORTLAND PARKS & RECREATION
Healthy Parks, Healthy Portland

B e S




We Inherit the actions of our ancestors

Treetown, 1882

Portland’s South Park Blocks, The West Shore, 1882
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A LOVELY ARBOR DAY

'T‘HI?J WEATHER WAS FINE AND THE
CHILDREN WERE CHARMING.
—_—

Mnany Treoes, Bushes and _"-‘lnd.-.l Plant-
ed, and Exercises Helil Appro-
priate to the Doy,

Arbor day was very generally o

by the schools of this city vester
some of the achools o tree wag plar

y fine singing.
The primary grades met at 1 . M.,
assembly hall, and had singing and

Fiw of the e
e 14 grammar gra
ar of quotatlons on trees Ier
poets were recited. The school
. Song Blrri " and this
Co

Oregonian, April 11, 1896.

NEXT FRIDAY IS AREOR DAY,

Ohildren To Ba Inconraged to Iutcrost

Thomselves in Troo Planting
Stato Buporintcndent KoFlroy Reoommends a
Bystem and Regularity in Arranging the
Troen in Bchool Yords

Oregonian, April 7, 1889.

PORTLAND'S SHADE TREES.
Somothing About One of the Ohiofest
Ornaments of the Uity,

What Wo Havo and What Wa Lack—8oma Trac-
toal Thonghta—Wiadom of BEarly
Nunioipal Govornmeuts.

ey

Oregonian, April 22, 1888.
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Arbor Day In Portland’s Nineteenth Century Schools

ARBOR DAY OBSERVED

Exeroises at All the Public
Schools in-the City.

‘CLASS DAY AT THE HIGH SCOHQOL.|

—

A Moantatn Ash Plantad on the Grannds—Oralion
by Miss Eva Braah and the Aldrems
oy Principal Youog,

—

Arbor day was fittingly observed 1n the
publie schooln yesterday. American flags
fluitered in tho breeze above all the s3lLools,
Andicating that the day wes-a holiday. ~ The
princlpal exercises took plage ut the High
schoo), the Jane class of which planted it
clasa tree. The first part of tho programme
‘way rendered in the assembly hall, which
was ecrowded, A maojority of those presant
ware' former students of the school. The
olassds of 1890 were oul In [ull foroe, like-
‘wlse the Tebruary class of 1501,

A1 1:30 tho clavs marched upon the plat-
form in two divisions and seuted themue!ves.
in & semi-circle, Thoro were fifoon of them
~fourteen bright-eyod, amlliog young
wumpn and one lonesome youig mad, G
Ifenri Labbo, It was a remarkable clnas in
oo respects, Thero {s bub ono iu the
lntigunze courae, Miss Holen Willls, conse-
quently sha will Lave no trouble in belng the
valcdigtorian, Mr. Lubbois tbo only Loy
Ad Misa Willtoaald in bor ''Chrontoles,” **His
ia the triplo bouor of being e only boy, the
{),;npldunt of the clnsy and its youngest mems-

pr: Mowever, wo will not ve surprisod it
in the future wo reed, 'C. Henrl Labbe, L, 1.,
D,, Ph, D., Cho.'" The ather nicmburs of
tho class, who. with Mr, Labbe, are In the
English course ara:

Allee E, Wilson, Pearl McKinnon, Eda Brash,
Amngds Ormund, Sexamiila Nichols, Baateico €.
Bwaly }..vll.h.A.Allmcn Hn?areto Bnndsum.
? o AL, Kirkioy, Louise CGorituds Mdtrlsos,
Jgnu ®Gsinund, "Elalo Stiner alice Gonaets
cer.

Oregonian, April 9, 1891.



Immigrant’s Trees

FRUIT TREES.

HENRY MILLER'S
LIST OF

TREES axp SHRUPBS
FOR SALE.

GLADIOLUS,

Hursery and Greenhouse:

No. 307 Seventeenth Street,

TTGREENHOUSE PLANTS. - TORTEANP, OREGON. . ',
Henry Miller, a
German immigrant
and Oregon Trail
pioneer, offered a 3
dlvgrse list of j[rees RAC e o
at his nursery in
Goose Hollow.

Henry Miller Papers, Oregon Historical Society
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Miller’s Neighbors Were Horticulturalists

Chinese gardens and houses in Tanner Creek Gulch, 1892, City of Portland Archives A2004-002.2544
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Portland’s Tree Replacement Crisis

| PORTLAND’S SHADE TREES

DRAVASTATING I'OPLANS MIGUT BR
RWPLACHD BY ILMS.

Proper Carc Gives Added Neauty (o
City Strecta=White 1lhms and .
Oregon Yire,

*Why, treo growth here is simply Ire
repressiblé, I wny Kast lwo yenrs, and
upon refurning, found saplings changed
to full-grown trees. Loeusts and maples,
not planted when I went away, ware then
furniahing shade. But it would do no
harm (f every pernlcions, . sewer-choking,
mv«mem-nrllulns poplar In the Llly wore

‘uprooted.”

The Portlander who uttered Ihom ro-
markg, whilo prond of the magniiicent
treon of his homo clty,, was hot hiind to
the mischlef caused lu tho devastating
poplar~that justiy.condemned uuisunrn In
urban communities,

On the other hund, a newly arrived ‘pas-
tor, while appreclating the large number
of trees in Portland, thelr diversity of

kind and thelr \lr.'nrolls growth, never
H N 0 olest agalnst

PORTLAND PARKS & RECREATION
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In 1899, a visitor i1s alarmed
by the city’s aging poplars.

“urges the planting of trees
with reference to the future,
and at a distance from each
other sufficiently great to
Insure against the eventual
crowding of the foliage”

— Oregonian, Sept. 3, 1899



Emanuel Tillman Mische

Studied Horticulture at Harvard
and the Kew Gardens in England

Propagated and planted species
from allover the world,
especially Asia

Employed by Olmsted firm and
does initial design work for
Parks all over Portland

Portland Parks Su peri ntendent https://tclf.org/pioneer/emanuel-mische
and Chief designer 1908 - 1916
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Designing for “the spirit of the trees”
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LAURELHURST PARK
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1910, Preliminary plan of Laurelhurst Park, A2013-007, City of Portland Archives.
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Mische Planned Street Trees for Elite Neighborhoods

!.i[III':'”IIlI'Hi Slreel Improvements

= .I . - ___-;:.:__ _-rff"’

R RRANCEMENT. OF GO FOOT

STRELT I}

From a 1919 sales booklet, Laurelhurst and its Park
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Homes and Trees of Laurelhurst

From a 1919 sales booklet, Laurelhurst and its Park
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Homes and Trees of Laurelhurst

Several Large Ash, Fraxinus spp.

21 SE Floral St.
&% PORTLAND PARKS & RECREATION
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What about street trees for all of Portland?

- = -

Woodpile on “characteristic” Portland street, 1939, http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa2000003835/PP/
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What about street trees for all of Portland?

Portland Hooverville, 1936 http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/fsa1998019440/PP/
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Portland’s First Tree Inventory:
1938 Works Progress Administration

1935 WPA cleanup of Laurelhurst Park, City of Portland Archives, A2000-025.1121
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Portland’s First Tree Inventory:
1938 Works Progress Administration

» “Shade Tree Planting can be much more effective if based upon a plan”
 Employed 20 workers for 6 months during inventory

 Employed 12 workers for 5 months during mapping and analysis

* Mapped 78,886 trees growing in street right-of-way

» ldentified 173 species*

 Individual tree health assessments

» Developed pruning, spraying, and replanting schedules

* Plan never fully funded or implemented

*Tree species were not consistent; a mix of Latin and common names, some included shrubs.
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Campfire Girls Tree Planting and Inventory

“'Camp Fire Girls Plant 3 Redwoods
""To Kick Off Jubilee Cefebration

i sented tne older ! ETOUp.
Camp Fire s throughout
the country will engage in =
tLree census, Lree planting proj-
“Tlﬂf't.. siirveys of outdoor rec-
] resources, and in
.--, .-Fnl'ng projects to improve
Famta.s for W ildlife d.lrmz the
"er:'g el
E .| Tree Census Flanned
the reg ol the Pert-
land Bureau of s, the Part-
land area council will under-
".I.'IF".:.‘ L'FFIEI.'!.-;

nl

1. (walks am:l curks, Inform
y > 4 = |HL‘1 collected will be turn Eﬂ
Girls representing the thr 5 isions within Camp Fire Girls organization planted . rer to the Par k bureau for
radwood trecs at Camp Namanu Iast Sunday as opening of oatlonal Golden Jubiles project. ‘use in ils master plan,

From left, planters aras t Bird Rosalind Nelson, Horizon Clubber Carclyva Riddle and e
Camp Fire Girl Wandy Carlion. Project emphasizes the congervation of natural resourcess.

Oregonian, March 15, 1959, p. 40.
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Flowering Cherries of Albina

Photo by Dave Hedberg
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Albina Tree Planting Program

o D

- g r - - #- _ L i h -
Albina Tree Planting Program, 1964, courtesy of Oregon Historical Society, 52657.
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Inspired Other Model Cities Neighborhood Plantlngs

Albina Group
To Plant Trees

The Albina Neighborhood
Improvement Committee an-
nounced Wednesday it will be-

gin -a tree- planting program
mJanuary

Tree program subcommntee
chalrman the Rev. F. J. Crear
said "“we face several diffi-
culties with existing trees such
as roots breaking up side-
walks, trees weakened by the
recent storm and trees infest-
ed w:th virus and funvus di-
seases.”

Flowering cherry, incense
cedar, Oriental maple, tulip
trees and dogwoods will be
among species planted by res-
idents of Albina.

TREE PLANTING program began Friday

morning in Albina Neighborbood Improve-
ment Project as 187 flowering cherry trees
were planted along project area’s perime-
ter streets. More than 400 more trees will

be planted in October. Planters are Ted
Parker (left), neighborhood adviser, Virg
Whitney, Larry Rowse and John Conroy,
of PGE, and T. L. Canion, a neighborhood
volunteer.

Oregonian, Dec. 28, 1962, p. 23

Oregonian, Feb. 12 1966, p. 15.
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Urban Forestry not established until 1974

I, February 13, 1980 15

City’s forester ‘loyal to his trees’
s 171 N | e B8« 1972: Portland’s first City Forester
il S | e 1974: Park and Street Tree Division
o 1975: Street Tree Advisory Committee
e 1975: Urban Forestry planted 20,000
new street trees
e 1976: “57% Street Tree Inventory”
o 1995: Urban Forestry Management Plan

Oregon Journal, Feb. 13 1980, p. 15. Comprehensive Organizational review, Urban Forestry Subcommittee, 1997
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Everyday people have shaped Portland’s urban forest

Group of Camp Fire girls after planting a tree, 1962, A2010-003, City of Portland Archives
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Every day you can see their work in the landscape

Group of Camp Fire girls after planting a tree, 1962, A2010-003, City of Portland Archives
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Never complete,
It has been an ongoing process for millennia

Group of Camp Fire girls after planting a tree, 1962, A2010-003, City of Portland Archives
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How will your work today benefit future generations?

Group of Camp Fire girls after planting a tree, 1962, A2010-003, City of Portland Archives
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