
Why diversity matters 
in urban forests



IƛƎƘŜǊ ǘǊŜŜ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΧ

ÅBenefits wildlife 

ÅPrevents or slows outbreaks of 
diseases/pests

ÅMakes for greater

resilience to 

climate change



Benefits to wildlife



Benefits to wildlife

ÅStaggered bloom

= nectar available 

over a longer time



ÅGreater variety of 
flower types suits 
greater variety of  
pollinators

Benefits to wildlife



ÅGreater variety of 
fruits/nuts = greater 
variety of food 



Nesting 
sites/
habitat

Monoculture = 
vulnerability



Downside of low diversity

ÅDiseases travel tree to tree 
along intertwined roots



ÅPest populations can 
explode

ÅNatives are also 
vulnerable



tƻǊǘ hǊŦƻǊŘ ŎŜŘŀǊΩǎ 
demise

ÅPhytophthoralateralis

ÅFirst appeared in 1920s

ÅSpreads and persists in soil 

ÅNo treatment or cure

ÅAlso kills Pacific yew


