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“Portland Trees are Important to Me”’
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Community Environmental Benefits

“You know, if you have a largely un-treed neighborhood that's
going to be hotter than another neighborhood, just by means
of a lack of tree canopy, then you're asking them to be less
comfortable and spend more on maintaining the temperature
of their house, just by differential investment in a street tree
network..”

-- City of Portland Employee, 2017

climatecope.research.pdx.edu/soc



Seeing the Forest




‘Plantability’ Tool: 1.0
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Engaging with You!
What findings resonate with you? Why?

What have we missed?

What additional information can support your
work?
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‘Plantability’ Tool: 1.0

Plantability
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Filtering the overview map allows us to find specific neighborhoods that meet the criteria we are seeking.


0 and OpenStreetMap contributors
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Filtering the overview map allows us to find specific neighborhoods that meet the criteria we are seeking.


Cultural Barriers

Codes

» Value (48)

» Tree Education (46)

» Trust (16)

» Cultural Differences (9)
» Language (8)

Quotes

“Language barriers are huge. It's largely
language and cultural barriers that you
can't understand me because I'm speaking
English and you can't understand English,
and my message is not resonating with
you, I'm not being culturally relevant, I'm
being culturally insensitive potentially I'm
here at the wrong time, I'm using the
wrong words, I'm looking you in the eye
when that's not okay, or whatever it
might be.”

“You can't just walk up to people and say,
"I want to be your friend." It's about
networking and building trust.”



Bureau Responsibilities

Codes Quotes

» City codes/plans (81) “| think the Tree Code has its limitations in

> Funding and Resources (25) e oftowo s res bl i th
» Planting Challenges (22) balancing protection and planting with

» Title 11 (21) development.”

» City Tree Maintenance (17) “| think part of that, too, is having people
T who live in those under-served neighborhoods
» Priorities (16) be in positions of influence and control. Our

Forestry Commission is still made up of
> Development (16) affluent, white, privileged people primarily.
» Safety (11) It's been a real struggle to get people who

represent other perspectives in communities
that need trees in them.”




Inter-Bureau Engagement

Codes Quotes

» Collaboration (40) “If it's everybody's plan to put trees in
» Communication (35) the city, then we can all celebrate our

o successes together. Show that we are
» Coordination (28) on track to keep the momentum

» Urban Forestry (11) going. That we all value trees.

» Parks and Recreation (6) “We also have common goals that we
want to see a healthy, resilient

vibrant urban forest, so let’s focus on
the extent to which we can leverage
one another's resources in the
outreach, education, and
stewardship.”




Tree Responsibility

Codes Quotes

> Tree Maintenance (17) “l can afford to maintain my trees,

» Owner/Renter Maintenance 'm lucky. But if I was juggling two
(14) jobs, two kids, a car that's broken

down, rent that | can barely afford
on my house or a distant landlord
that lives god only knows where.
Never comes and takes the trees.
That is the last thing on my list, to
take care of. If somebody runs it
over, all the better. Because then |
don't have to look at how bad it
looks.”




Type of Trees

Codes

» Large trees (19)
» Species diversity (10)
» Small trees (6)

Quotes

“Again issues of a bias towards big
trees is almost inequitable
because a big tree gets to the
point where suddenly it's
thousands of dollars years later to
take care of it where an
appropriately sized street tree
may actually bring benefits to
many poor people and will not
damage the sidewalk and will not
lead to these other costs.”



Planting Locations

Codes Quotes

» East Portland (15) “There’s a reaction of, "Oh wait. But
what about us?" And there's not the
> Parks (14) understanding of privilege and the

» Right of Way (13) patterns that have been established
for decades and the need to really,

» Undeveloped land (7) actively want to change those. That's

» Median (2) part of the challenge we face there.”

“ | think actually in further out East
Portland, | think that's probably a
very easy place to do it. Again, | think
helping people to have access to trees
even for their backyards. A lot of the
buildings out there are just built on
the cheap and people don't landscape
them.”




Physical Planting Barriers

Codes

» Development (16)

» Right of Way size (12)
» Infrastructure (8)

» Concrete (5)

Quotes

“They didn't have sidewalks so
they put things there. Now

sidewalks are going in as in-fill,
and you're having conflicts™




Environmental Services

Codes Quotes

» Temperature (9) “You know, if you have a largely un-

» Storm water Management treed neighborhood that's going to

(5) be hotter than another
_ neighborhood, just by means of a
» Pollution (3) lack of tree canopy, then you're

asking them to be less comfortable
and spend more on maintaining the
temperature of their house, just by
differential investment in a street
tree network.”




summary of Interviews: 1.0

Opportunities

>

>

Extensive support for expanding
tree canopy in the city

Recognition of privilege and
historical/systematic bias of tree
planting efforts

Tree code offers a platform for
engaging across bureaus

Regular meetings can open
communications can improve
Implementation of Title 11

Public education about the role of
trees in the city

Ongoing Challenges

» Location, location, location

» Role and responsibilities for
maintenance remains unclear

» Physical infrastructure poses
several barriers

» Split opinion of placement:
public areas versus RoW tree
plantings

» Public acceptance for
maintaining trees seems
daunting




What’s a Tree Got to Do with Cities?

“It’s not what you
look at that
matters, it’s what
you see...”
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Beyond the pragmatic contributions that form the basis of this project, the fundamental question that we aim to address is the role of trees in cities? 
Not a small enterprise. Rather one that takes us to all parts of the world in an exploration about the ways that communities have found space for trees in cities. 
In a recent trip to Japan, I confronted one of the most magnificent exhibitions of bonsai, which consisted of 150YO trees that were meticulously cared for over generations. 
We have something similar similar in Porltand, and 
We, in Portland, are no exception. 
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