
tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¢ǊŜŜ /ŀƴƻǇȅ 
Present and Future



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ Lǘ

ÅTree City USA for 37 years

ÅhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άмл .Ŝǎǘ /ƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘǎέ

ÅHome of Forest Park and Downtown Park 
Blocks



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ 
Not Enough?

Despite the positives, Portland was rated 4th

worst urban heat island in the U.S.



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ 
Room For Everyone?

tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ōȅ 
50% by 2035. What will this mean for the urban 
forest?



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
by the Numbers: Canopy 
Extent









Å29.9% Canopy Cover in 2010

ÅMajority of canopy is over private, residential lands

Commercial

2.8%

Industrial
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Open Space
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Portland Canopy by Zoning Class

Public 35.0 %

Private 
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ROW 11.7 %

Portland Canopy Ownership

tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Extent
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ÅPublic areas more canopied than private areas

ÅLow rates of canopy cover in industrial, 
commercial zones
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Canopy Extent
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Rights-of-way, commercial, industrial areas are 
άǳƴŘŜǊǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎέ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ

tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Extent



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
by the Numbers: 
Canopy Composition



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Composition

PP&R Canopy Report (2007) and Street Tree Inventories 
tell us what tree types make up the urban forest.



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Composition

Street trees are more often deciduous, in worse 
condition, and smaller-form than park trees.

Number
Broadleaf
Deciduous

Coniferous 
Evergreen

Poor or
Dead

% S/M/L
Tree Typeswith 
Highest Importance 
Value

Street 
Trees ~250,000 85% 12% 7.8% 33/30/37

Å Norway maple
Å Redmaple
Å Douglas-fir

Park 
Trees

~1.3
million

77% 23% 5.5% 25/12/64

Å Douglas-fir
Å Bigleafmaple
Å Black cottonwood

Private 
Trees ? ? ? ? ? ?

2007 Canopy Report



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ¦Ǌōŀƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ 
by the Numbers: 
Canopy Distribution



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Distribution

ÅLike many other cities, in Portland higher income 
neighborhoods have more tree canopy.



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Distribution

ÅIn addition to income, zoningand impervious land 
cover also significantly influence canopy cover.



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ !ǎ ²Ŝ Yƴƻǿ LǘΥ
Canopy Distribution

ÅIn addition to income, zoning and imperviousland 
cover also significantly influence canopy cover.



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ Dƻŀƭǎ

tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎŀƴƻǇȅ ƎƻŀƭΥ 33% by 2030

Urban Forestry Management Plan also guides us to 
άƳŀƴŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǳǊōŀƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀȄƛƳƛȊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ /ŀƴƻǇȅ 
Growth and Development

ÅtƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ 
50% by 2035.

Can we expand canopy with population 
increase?



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ /ŀƴƻǇȅ 
Growth and Development
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tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ Iƻǿ 5ƻ ²Ŝ 
Meet Our Goals?

ÅStep #1: Conduct 
Inventories, develop 
management plans

ÅStep #2: Identify 
available lands for 
new trees

ÅStep #3: Plant Trees! 
(And care for them!)



tƻǊǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ /ŀƴƻǇȅ CǳǘǳǊŜΥ Iƻǿ 5ƻ ²Ŝ 
Meet Our Goals?

Identifying 
Available 
Lands


