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What is Learning Landscapes?

Students planting 
trees at their 
school!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The 5 second explanation….with Urban Forestry staff and volunteers. Learning Landscapes also focuses on community spaces that need trees such as medians or as we call them in Portland, Park Blocks.
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www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/learninglandscapes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The more formal explanation includes that it is a : hands on, outdoor educational experience designed to connect youth and community members to the places they live, work, and play. The program engages over 500 students and 50 community members each year.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
They key word here is EXPERIENCE. Learning Landscapes is a positive, energizing experience that forms all sorts of bonds and memories, bonds that are literally rooted in the earth.
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So many missed opportunities for trees around the city.

Madison High School

Helensview School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why schools & Community Spaces? There’s often space at schools and in medians, and with limited budgets, maintenance and landscaping are often on the chopping block. And we know that trees contribute to better learning and living environments, increased academic performance, and better mental and physical health.
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Trees transform people and places.

Before After

Vernon School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In short, because of the transformation.
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NE Sandy to NE Beech, After NE Beech to NE Failing, *After

NE Sandy to NE Beech, Before NE Beech to NE Failing, Before

Roseway
Park Blocks
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What Kinds of Trees?

All kinds, but especially BIG trees 
whenever possible.
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Broadleaf evergreens!
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Learning Landscapes Locations

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 50 Learning Landscapes locations all around Portland.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Visit the Tree Maps page to see if there is an existing map for your school.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
One mile from here is Whitman Elementary. Here’s their Tree Walk Map. 
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How To Get Involved

Volunteer!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Learning Landscapes needs help to make it all happen! YOUR interest, YOUR passion, YOUR dedication can be the difference between trees or no trees.



www.PortlandParks.org

• Project Organizer – have an idea 
for a project? Show us what you’ve 
got!

• Planting Assistant – be there on 
planting day!

• Tree Tenders – new trees need 
TLC!

We have a role for you:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What would I do?
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Project Organizer

• Identify a 
school or 
community 
space that 
needs trees

• Submit an 
application

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give yourself 6 months
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Applications are due July 15 for Fall plantings and December 15 for Spring plantings. Be the project champion, do the legwork of getting your community involved, and see your vision through to the end by having a plan for future maintenance. (Urban Forestry Stewardship funding may be available on a case by case basis for community tree maintenance.)
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Planting Assistant

• Help students 
and staff plant 
trees!

• Satisfying, but 
hard work

• Background 
checks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
During school times with the students
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Tree Tenders

• Tools & 
training 
provided

• Your 
neighborhood 
may have a 
location that 
needs help

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The biggest need is in the young tree maintenance department. 
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Young trees are vulnerable! You can protect them.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Drought stress, competition from grass and weeds, and vandalism are major tree killers.
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On your own, or organize a group! Training provided.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Youth Conservation Crew Tree Crew, made up of teens ages 14-18 work at LL sites during the summer for 8 weeks, but they can’t get to every site and there’s often still much that could be done. You can take a page out of their book and participate in: weeding, mulching, watering, pruning.
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Leave a Legacy
South 
Park 
Blocks

Da Vinci Middle School

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is your opportunity to leave a legacy for future generations with trees that will outlive us ten times over.
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Sign Up!

 Grab a pencil

 Find your activity

 Sign up
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Questions?
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