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Noah Ernst
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Radio Cab Co.

503-805-2740

noah@radiocab.net

Return the driver permitting process to substantially the way it was prior to the changes made to allow Uber and Lyft to operate in Portland.  A Taxi Driver should be issued a permit by PBOT that is valid for one year from date of issue and a driver with a valid permit should be able drive for any permitted Taxi Company.

Amend the City Code so that a Taxi Driver permit is valid for 1 year from the date of issue, regardless of the
date of the application for a permit or permit renewal or the date of any document underlying the permit.
Require the background check to be performed no earlier than 2 months prior to the driver’s application for a
permit or permit renewal. (To ensure that it is not too old at the time of the application.) Amend the Code so
that drivers directly apply to PBOT for driver permits and so that a driver with a valid permit may drive for any
permitted taxi company without having to reapply to PBOT when changing companies. Remove all requirements
for Taxi Companies to certify drivers.

The current situation is confusing. PBOT should not be issuing permits with invalid expiration dates. There is no
reason for permitted taxi drivers to be "certified" by a company. We should return to the way Taxi Driver
permits were issued for decades, directly by the City of Portland to drivers who, once permitted, may work for
any permitted Taxi Company.

Right now there PBOT is issuing Taxi Driver permits that have an expiration date for one year from issue, but
taking the position that the driver does not have a valid permit one year date from certification or from the
date of the background check, causing the permit's expiration date to be meaningless. Also drivers with valid
permits are having to go through the entire certification process to change companies despite having a valid
permit. The current situation is confusing, causes drivers to have permits that are valid on their face while
PBOT says their permit is expired, and creates unnecessary work and cost for drivers and companies.
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