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NE Killingsworth Street
Repaving and Safety Upgrades

Summer 2024 Update
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Agenda

• Project background and scope
• 2022 Outreach Process
• Project tradeoffs 
• Design updates and public communication
• Current project Schedule and completed elements
• Discussion
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Background and scope
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NE Killingsworth Street is an important 
connector for NE Portland and runs 
through the heart of the Cully 
neighborhood. In 2019 Killingsworth 
Street was identified as a maintenance 
project to be completed by the Fixing 
Our Streets Program.

As a direct response to community 
advocacy and after significant public 
outreach, PBOT will take the opportunity 
to fix safety issues while working on the 
street.

With the added safety features, the total 
project cost is $3.4M.
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NE Killingsworth Project | Project Background
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Community Sponsored Safety Improvements

• Andando en Bicicletas y Caminando (ABC
Portland) and Community Cycling Center
called for PBOT to reconsider alternatives for
Killingsworth Street and for encouraging
more community conversation related to the
project.

• Parking protected bike lanes were
specifically requested to increase the safety
of all roadway users.

• The community was seeking ways to create
safer crossings and slow vehicle traffic as
well as invest if bicycle infrastructure.

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving

“It is important to us 
that this project is 
done right for future 
generations… We 
believe that our 
neighborhood 
deserves good quality 
safe streets and 
streets that support 
us all.” 

“It is this level of 
protection we most 
desire for our 
community, where many 
of our residents identify 
as BIPOC, low-income, 
renters, immigrants, 
speak English as a 
second language, or a 
combination thereof.”
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NE Killingsworth Project| Updated Project Scope
Updated Project Goals:
• Maintain roadway surface and structure

• Reduce excessive vehicle speeding

• Improve the safety and comfort of people
biking

• Improve the safety and comfort of people
walking and accessing transit

Safety Upgrades
• Parking Protected Bike Lanes

• Improved crossings

Impacts
• Requires the removal of roughly 50% of

the current on-street parking.
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Outreach Process and Reports

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving



Portlandoregon.gov/transportation 9

Community Engagement August to November 2022

• Website

• Postcards to residents and businesses
(English and Spanish)

• Online Survey

• Focus groups in partnership with Living
Cully Coalition.

Full reports on the community engagement 
can be found on the project website
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What We Heard: Resident Focus Group
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• Vehicle speeds and dangerous driver behavior are major
concerns.

• People do not feel safe crossing the street while walking
and would like to see signals or flashing beacons wherever
possible. The traffic signal mid-block between 54th and
55th avenues should be maintained for pedestrian safety.

• Parking capacity is a concern currently and with the
proposed bike lane design.

• Abandoned cars, trash, and blocked sidewalks are issues in
the neighborhood that need to be addressed.

• While some residents opposed elements of the design,
most expressed that they wanted to see the safety
improvements in spite of the trade-offs related to parking.
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What We Heard: Organization Focus Group
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• The traffic signal mid-block between 54th and 55th
avenues should be kept. That signal serves a school
and church as well as residents with disabilities. One
participant shared the signal was originally added in
response to a neighborhood petition after a
pedestrian was hit and killed while crossing the
street.

• Parking loss would be a challenge for families who
park on the street with the proposed design.

• Participants acknowledged the leadership of
advocates from Andando en Bicicletas y Caminando
(ABC) to promote safer cycling for families.

• Overall, the group was supportive of the parking
protected bike lane design and safety improvements
while acknowledging the parking impacts for some
residents.
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What We Heard: Online Survey

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving

• 80% of survey respondents said they live or work on
or within a half mile of Killingsworth Street.

• When asked which neighborhood respondents lived
in, the Cully neighborhood was most strongly
represented.

• The race and ethnicity of survey respondents are
majority white, majority speak English at home,
followed by Spanish language speakers.

• Most survey respondents are homeowners, with 77%
reporting that they own their home.

The Killingsworth Street Repaving and Safety Survey 
was open from August to October 2022 and received 
151 survey responses. 

Does the project meet the design goals?

When asked "How well do you think this project meets the goals 
described?" 75% of respondents answered that the proposed 
project design meets the project goals "somewhat well" or "very 
well." 
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Project Tradeoffs
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NE Killingsworth Project | Design and Impacts
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Sample Design Selection: NE Killingsworth Street at NE 64th Avenue

Parking protected bike lanes improve safety for all roadway users by reducing vehicle speeds, creating a physical 
barrier between cyclists and vehicles, and by reducing crossing distances for pedestrians. To maintain sight lines 
and driveway clearances, on-street parking will need to be reduced by roughly 50% along the corridor.
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NE Killingsworth Project | Parking Impacts
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• On-street parking space occupancy is
moderate along NE Killingsworth
Street.

• Average demand is well below the
number of available parking spaces
on each block.

• In peak occupancy time periods, only
two blocks had all spaces occupied
and most blocks had an abundance of
available parking spaces.

Current  On-Street Parking Utilization Post Implementation Impacts

• In both the average and peak usage
scenarios, most blocks will have plenty of
available on-street parking spaces.

• In some blocks the demand will outstrip the
proposed supply and in that case drivers
may have to park on adjacent blocks and
walk further to their destinations.

• Most impacted blocks are in the 53rd to
55th Avenue area on both sides, and from
60th to 62nd Avenue on the north side.
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NE Killingsworth Project | Parking Study
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In the spring of 2022 PBOT evaluated 
parking on Killingsworth Street from 
42nd Avenue to Cully Boulevard and 
determined that on-street parking 
occupancy is moderate in the area. 

Average parking demand is below 
the parking capacity on each block. 
During peak usage times, only two 
blocks were fully occupied, and most 
blocks had many available parking 
spaces. 
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Design Updates and Public 
Communication
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Project Modifications Based on Community Input

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving

Parking-protected bike lanes on 
Killingsworth Street from 54th Avenue to 
Cully Boulevard. This design was reconsidered 
in direct response to community advocacy 
from Andando en Bicicletas y Caminando (ABC) 
and Community Cycling Center, and generally 
supported by survey respondents and focus 
group participants during project outreach. 

Pedestrian signal rebuild and median 
islands midblock between 54th and 55th 
avenues. This project element was changed in 
response to community feedback. The project 
team originally proposed to remove the aging 
signal and replacing it with median islands. The 
signal will be rebuilt and median islands will 
still be added. 

Pedestrian crossing improvement with refuge 
islands and lighting enhancements at 64th 
Avenue. This project element was changed to serve 
the nearby manufactured home community and in 
response to a serious crash involving a pedestrian a 
few years ago. 

Transit platform with bikes up and over behind 
the platform at the eastbound 64th Avenue 
TriMet bus stop. This project element was added in 
response to community concerns about parking 
loss. The transit platform will help retain some 
parking in an area with higher-density, low-income 
housing. The platform will also allow the frequent 
Line 72 bus to stop in lane, reducing delay, and 
separates bikes and buses from each other, 
reducing conflicts
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New Safety Element
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The updated design features a 1 ft 
median between the parking lane 
and bicycle lane. This adds another 
layer of protection for cyclists and 
prevents vehicles from illegally 
parking in the new bicycle lane.

The median has channels which are 
spaced to accommodate ADA access 
to parked cars.

To align cars to these channels, 
parking spaces must be delineated by 
pavement markings. The appropriate 
spacing of these spots will cause 
minor additional parking removal.
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Additional Parking Study Underway

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving

PBOT has ordered a new parking study for July 2024. Side streets will be included in this study 
to account for available parking off of Killingsworth. This will give us a better understanding of 
current conditions with new developments. 

The new 1 ft median design requires a small amount of additional parking removal. We want to 
be clear in our communication with the public on the impact based on current conditions.

Residents have complained of a substantial number of abandoned vehicles. PBOT staff has 
observed this as well. The new study will count abandoned vehicles in the new study, and 
parking enforcement has been brought onboard to do a ‘sweep’ of the area. We believe that 
the removal of abandoned vehicles will have a significant impact on available on-street 
parking.
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Public Communication

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving

• Updating website with current designs 
and PM contact information 

• Consistent communication with the Cully 
Association of Neighbors

• Mailers sent to residents on Killingsworth 
inviting them to CAN Transportation and 
Land Use Committee meetings.

• Project included in PBOT Press release in 
Spring 2024

• Reconnected with community 
organizations part of our focus group in 
2022

• Additional mailers to residents with 
project information and schedule updates

• Notifications to project mailing list with 
project information and schedule updates

• Presentations to multiple community 
organizations

• Yard signs to notify residents of design 
completion and upcoming construction

Ongoing Upcoming
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Current Schedule and Completed 
Elements
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Completed: Safety Improvements from Cully Blvd to Lombard St
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Pedestrian crossing improvement 
mid-block between Cully Boulevard 
and Lombard Street. 

In response to feedback from 
Hacienda CDC, PBOT built this crossing 
improvement along with speed reader 
boards in both directions to support 
the new Las Adelitas development. 
This portion of the project was 
constructed in 2023.
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Updated Project Schedule

The project is currently in final design. We are on schedule to complete construction this summer.

Design Complete: July 2024

ADA/Corner ramp upgrades: July 2024

Resurfacing: August 2024

Median Islands and Parking Protected Bike Lanes: Late August or Early September 2024

Portland.gov/KillingsworthRepaving
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