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Introduction
This report identifies potential improvements to 
be implemented in City Council District 4 as part 
of the Neighborhood Greenway Bike Bus Project. 
With a focus on neighborhood greenways, these 
treatments will support children biking and walking 
to school and other users of neighborhood green-
ways. These proposals respond directly to public 
feedback heard to date. More information can be 
found in the Phase 1 engagement report. 

Because the cost of all potential projects exceeds 
the $100,000 originally budgeted for improvements 
for each district, community input will be needed 
to prioritize and refine these project ideas. By 
early summer 2026, PBOT will select the improve-
ments that will move to full project development 
for implementation next year. In addition to this 
project, other complementary projects (described 
below) are also being implemented to improve 
safety and comfort for children walking and 
bicycling.

Maplewood Bike Bus Route
The Maplewood Elementary bike bus in Southwest 
Portland has one primary route to school that runs 
from Multnomah Village down Multnomah Blvd—a 
district collector street with bike lanes—to the 
SW Maplewood Rd neighborhood greenway. The 
bike bus then takes Maplewood Rd to the inter-
section with SW Custer St where the street transi-
tions to the 52nd Ave greenway before reaching 
Maplewood Elementary.

Parents have discussed starting a second route 
that travels down Multnomah Blvd from the west 
and meets the first bike bus at the intersection 
with Maplewood Rd. However, the bike lane on 
Multnomah Blvd west of Maplewood is unpro-
tected, creating conditions such that only confi-
dent, skilled riders could participate on that leg. 
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https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/documents/greenway-bike-bus-engagement-report-phase-i/download
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What we heard
In initial conversations, bike bus leaders and partic-
ipants pointed to a number of problem points on 
their route: The Capitol Highway overpass, where 
the bike lane narrows on Multnomah Blvd; the 
blind turn from Maplewood Rd to 52nd Ave where 
oncoming traffic will sometimes cut the corner 
short and veer into the oncoming lane the bike 
bus is using, and; intersections on Multnomah Blvd 
where there is little space for a group of people 
biking and walking. Bike bus leaders also noted 
safety in numbers—the bike bus is well attended 
but feels less comfortable when there are fewer 
people or when it’s dark and wet. The school 
administration also expressed concern about 
walking conditions on SW 52nd Ave outside of the 
school due to vehicle traffic, particularly north of 
the school.

The Neighborhood Greenway Bike Bus Survey 
results reinforced what PBOT staff heard. After 
cleaning the data and recoding some of the inputs, 
Table 1 shows the top six issues identified in the 
survey near Maplewood Elementary and the bike 
bus route.

When mapped, three clear hot spots emerge from 
the data:

	y SW Maplewood & SW 52nd Ave/Custer St
	y SW Multnomah Blvd & SW Maplewood Rd
	y SW Multnomah Blvd at the Capitol Hwy 

Overpass

Different issues were highlighted at each location. 
At SW Maplewood Rd & SW 52nd Ave/Custer St, 
survey participants identified visibility as an issue. 
At Multnomah Blvd & Maplewood Rd, a signalized 
five-way intersection, the vast majority of survey 
respondents indicated this was a stressful/difficult 
crossing. At the Capitol Highway Overpass there 
was more variety in the issues, but they all pointed 
to the same thing: a hazard created by the narrow-
ing of the bike lane. A smaller number of people 
also pointed to the intersection of Multnomah Blvd 
and SW 40th Ave as a stressful crossing with too 
many vehicles.

The other top issues like speeding and unsafe pass-
ing by cars were more dispersed along the bike bus 
route.

Issue
Share of 

responses*  n

Stressful/difficult crossing 29% 28

Speeding 17% 16

Unsafe passing by cars 15% 14

Visibility at corners 14% 13

Too many vehicles 10% 10

Hazard 5% 5

Total 90% 86
*Values are rounded
Note: In the following maps, “Hazard” is included in the “other” 
category around SW 37th Ave.

Table 1. Most common issues cited by survey 
participants, Maplewood

Below: The Maplewood Bike Bus traveling down SW Maple-
wood Rd on the way to school.
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The map above shows the issues people reported near Maplewood Elementary and along the bike bus route. When multiple 
people reported issues at the same location, those issues are shown as a pie chart. The overall size of each pie represents the 
total number of issues reported at that location, while the slices show the proportion of each issue type. Each of the potential 
treatments are labeled in the map above and listed below. A full page version of this map (without the treatments/projects) is 
available at the end of the document.
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Potential Treatments
Maplewood & 52nd Ave/Custer St 
centerline hardening

22 Bike bypass at the Capitol Highway Overpass

33 Multnomah Blvd bike lane greening

Complementary Projects

44 School vision clearance

55 Maplewood Rd bike box at Multnomah Blvd
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Maplewood & Custer St centerline hardening

Bike bypass at the Capitol Highway Overpass

Description:

Extend a dashed centerline on SW Custer 
further east and add a short segment of 
centerline on SW Maplewood east of the 
intersection. A centerline would be added 
and hardened with rubber speed bumps 
east of the intersection to help delineate 
lanes and prevent vehicles from veering 
into oncoming traffic. Vegetation to the 
north of the street may also be trimmed or 
removed to improve visibility around the 
corner.

Description:

Relocate the existing, narrow westbound 
bike lane on Multnomah Blvd behind the 
overpass support column, eliminating a 
pinch-point. Lanes will be restriped and 
the space freed by the westbound bike 
lane will be reallocated as a buffer for the 
eastbound bike lane.

Estimated cost: $$$$$

Estimated cost: $$$$$

11

22

Survey issues noted:

	� Visibility at corners

	� Stressful/difficult crossing

	� Too many vehicles

	� Other (School drop-off)

Survey issues noted:

	� Other (Hazard-pinch point)

	� Unsafe passing by cars

	� Too many vehicles

	� Stressful/difficult crossing

Above: The bright yellow double line on SW Maplewood Rd and a 
dotted line on SW Custer would help reinforce the lanes for users. 
Image: Google Maps.

Above: The support columns for the Capital Hwy overpass create 
a pinch-point where the bike lane narrows, creating uncomfort-
able conditions and an obstacle for a group of children biking. 
The bypass would route the bike lane behind the column to the 
right. Image: Staff.
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Multnomah Blvd bike lane greening

Description:

Paint the bike lane green at a conflict point 
approaching the intersection of SW 45th 
Ave & Multnomah Blvd. Dashed green 
crossbikes would be added in front of the 
gas station driveway and mixing zone for 
cars accessing the right turn lane. Solid 
green would be added on either side of 
the driveway/mixing zone to raise the 
visibility of the bike lane. A bike box might 
also be feasible.

Estimated cost: $$$$$
33

Above: A mockup of a green westbound bike lane approaching 
the intersection at SW 45th Ave and Multnomah Blvd. Image: 
Google Maps.

Survey issues noted:

	� Stressful/difficult crossing 

	� Too many vehicles

Below: The Maplewood bike bus assembles at the starting loca-
tion in Multnomah Village. Image: Staff.
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Complementary Projects
In addition to the proposed changes above, complementary projects will also help improve conditions for 
the Maplewood bike bus route and address some of the issues noted in the survey.

School vision clearance

Maplewood Rd bike box at Multnomah Blvd

Project Description:

Parking at intersections adjacent to the 
school will be set back from the corner 
(vision clearance) to improve visibil-
ity. Vision clearance will be applied to 
school-adjacent intersections for all public, 
K-12 schools as funding is available.

Project Description:

A southbound bike box and centerline 
will be added to Maplewood Rd at the 
intersection with Multnomah. This will 
help delineate travel lanes and elevate the 
visability of the Maplewood Rd greenway.

44

55

Above: Drawings of the bike box being added on Maplewood Rd 
to assist with southbound biking.
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   Bike Bus Greenway survey results


