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Introduction

This report identifies potential improvements to

be implemented in City Council District 3 as part

of the Neighborhood Greenway Bike Bus Project.
With a focus on neighborhood greenways, these
treatments will support children biking and walk-
ing to school and other users of neighborhood gre-
enways. These proposals respond directly to public
feedback heard to date. More information can be

found in the Phase 1 engagement report.

Because the cost of all potential projects exceeds
the $100,000 budgeted for improvements for

each district, community input will be needed to
prioritize and refine these project ideas. By early
summer 2026, PBOT will select the improvements
that will move to full project development for
implementation as soon as summer/fall of 2026. In
addition to this project, other complementary proj-
ects (described below) are also being implemented
to improve safety and comfort for children walking
and bicycling.

Abernethy Bike Bus Route

The Abernethy bike bus has two primary routes
that use two neighborhood greenways for almost
their entire routes. Both routes start at SE Cesar
Chavez Blvd and head west, one on the SE Lincoln/
Harrison greenway and the other on the SE Clinton
greenway. The Clinton bike bus uses SE 17th &
16th Aves to travel north to Ladd’s Addition, the
largest stretch of the route off of greenways. Both
bike buses converge at Ladd Circle, before biking
as a single “bus” down SE Elliot Ave to Abernethy
Elementary.

The Abernethy bike bus routes overlap with a

few other school bike buses. The Clinton neigh-
borhood greenway is also used by the Richmond
Elementary and Winterhaven Elementary bike
buses, which cross Cesar Chavez heading east and
west, respectively. The da Vinci Arts Middle School
bike bus also overlaps with the Abernethy bike bus
on the Lincoln greenway from Cesar Chavez to SE
34th Ave.


https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/documents/greenway-bike-bus-engagement-report-phase-i/download

What we heard

PBOT staff initially spoke with Abernethy bike bus
leaders and participants about issues they were
experiencing while biking with their children. They
identified some common issues: drivers trying to
pass the bike bus (traveling in the same direction)
and impatient/aggressive drivers, drivers using
neighborhood streets as cut-through routes,

and a lack of visibility at intersections. They also
requested lower car volumes on the greenways
used by the bike bus.

At Ladd Circle, participants report some drivers
who have behaved in a threatening manner while
the circle is filled with children and parents on
bikes: revving engines, honking, and swerving
around corkers (people temporarily stopping vehi-
cles to allow the bike bus to pass).

On the Lincoln/Harrison route, organizers also
pointed to specific locations as problematic: SE
34th, SE 30th, and SE 26th. There are existing par-
tial diverters at SE 30th & Lincoln/Harrison (divert-
ing eastbound vehicles) and at SE 26th & Harrison
(diverting westbound vehicles) and organizers
wanted greater enforcement of diverters.

The results from the survey validated those con-
cerns, but also elevated issues with stressful inter-
sections and vehicles failing to stop or yield from
side streets, the top two most common issues
identified in the survey. Table 1 below shows

the top six issues identified in the survey near
Abernethy Elementary and the bike bus routes.

The distribution of these issues is important. In the
following map, the top six issues from the entire
survey are shown. Two of the issues—uvisibility

at corners and side street traffic stop/yield—are
combined into a single category on the map. The
remaining issues from the survey are labeled
“other.”

When mapped, several “hot spots” emerge:

¢ Ladds Circle

e SE Clinton/Division St & 17th Ave

e SE Clinton St & 20th/21st Ave

e SE Clinton St & 25th/26th Ave

e SE Clinton St & Cesar Chavez Blvd

e SE Harrison St from 26th to 30th Ave
e SE Lincoln St & 34th Ave

On Clinton, issues with visibility and side street traf-
fic are reported along much of the corridor. And on
Lincoln/Harrison, reports of too many vehicles are
concentrated between SE 26th and SE 30th. Too
many cars were also noted on Clinton near SE 21st.

Potential treatments and complementary PBOT
efforts to address reported issues are detailed
below.

Table 1. Most common issues cited by survey
participants, Abernethy

Share of
Issue responses” n
Stressful/difficult crossing 22% 43
Side street traffic stop/yield 17% 34
Too many vehicles 16% 31
Speeding 15% 29
Visibility at corners 8% 16
Unsafe passing by cars 5% 10
Total 82% 163

*Values are rounded
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The map above shows the issues people reported near Aberbethy Elementary and along the bike bus route. When multiple
people reported issues at the same location, those issues are shown as a pie chart. The overall size of each pie represents the
total number of issues reported at that location, while the slices show the proportion of each issue type. Each of the potential
treatments are labeled in the map above and listed below. A full page version of this map (without the treatments/projects) is
available at the end of the document.

Potential Treatments

a Double density sharrows 0 Cesar Chavez Blvd intersection improvements
e Clinton greenway vision clearance e Harrison/Lincoln diversion enhancement
e Ladd Circle vision clearance 0 Harrison & Locust intersection improvements

Complementary Projects

0 Division & 17th Ave bike box 0 School vision clearance
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Double density sharrows
Estimated cost: $$$$

Description:

To enhance visibility of the greenways for bicycling, and to set
expectations for behavior for both people biking and people driving,
this treatment would double the number of shared lane markings

(a bike icon with two chevrons above, also called a “sharrow”). The
enhanced visibility is designed address complaints about impatient
and aggressive driving; by communicating to people bicycling to ride
directly on the shared lane marking and to communicate to people
driving to expect people to ride on the shared lane marking. This
creates an environment that discourages passing. This doubling of
the markings will be paired with public education about sharrows
and expected behavior. The Harrison/Lincoln greenway will be prior-
itized for this treatment.

Above: A sharrow pavement marking.
Image: Adobe Stock.

In Portland, sharrows are a standard treatment on greenways that indicate to drivers that

a street prioritizes people biking. For people biking, sharrows suggest where in the roadway
a person should bike (i.e. ride on the sharrows and stay out of the parked cars “door zone")
and can assist with wayfinding. Typically, there are approximately two sharrows per block—

one per direction.

Clinton greenway vision clearance
Estimated cost: $$$

Description:

Implement parking setbacks (vision clear-
ance) at intersections on Clinton and side
streets, where not already present, to
improve visibility of greenway users and
side street traffic. This could include, but
is not limited to SE 17th, 18th, 19th, 21st,
22nd, 25th, 26th, 27th, 30th, 32nd, and
36th Avenues. Over 40% of the feedback
on Clinton pointed to side street traffic
and visibility as an issue.

Vision clearance, also known as “daylighting,” is a safety measure that removes parking
near intersections to improve visibility. Engineering directives at PBOT currently limit vision

clearance to uncontrolled intersection approaches, where there is no stop light or stop sign,
and is generally only applied to the “near-side approach” on uncontrolled intersection legs
(highlighted in blue above). State law currently limits on-street parking within 20 feet of a
crosswalk at an intersection; many other localities in Oregon and elsewhere limit parking

within 20 feet (or more) of all intersection approaches.


https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/documents/new-vision-clearance-guidelines-uncontrolled-approaches/download

Ladd Circle vision clearance

Estimated cost: $

Description:

Set parking back at six corners in Ladd
Circle where parking has not yet been
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16th Ave, and Harrison St. The Abernethy
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[ Visibility or side street
traffic Above: An aerial view of Ladd Circle. Bike buses enter the circle

from the south (16th) and east (Harrison) and get to Abernethy

Unsafe passing by cars
P &by via SE Elliott to the southwest. Image: Google Earth.

[l Too many vehicles

Cesar Chavez Blvd intersection improvements
Estimated cost: $

Description:

Address conflicts between drivers turn-
ing left and people biking across Cesar
Chavez. At Lincoln, crossbike markings
and left turn warnings could also be added
(they are already present at Clinton).
Signage restricting left turns onto Cesar
Chavez for people driving could also be
considered, but would likely be imple-
mented in conjunction with a road reorga-
nization on SE Cesar Chavez Blvd.

Above: Looking east on SE Clinton St from SE Cesar Chavez Blvd.
A bike box, crossbikes, and left turn warnings are present. Image:
Google Earth.

Survey participants noted issues at Clinton & Cesar Chavez including red light running,
turning right through a bike box on red, and a stressful crossing. That intersection is also
traversed by the Richmond Elementary (eastbound) and Winterhaven K-8 (westbound) bike
buses. In conversations, bike bus leaders also pointed to issues at Lincoln & Cesar Chavez.
Public feedback will inform what or if improvements are made at each intersection.



Harrison diversion enhancements (SE 26th Ave to SE 34th Ave)
Estimated cost: $$$$

Description:

Add diversion near SE 30th Ave to address
higher vehicle volumes between 26th and
30th—a segment of Harrison designated
as an emergency response route. This
could include full diversion at one of the
existing partial diverters (SE 26th and
30th) or at additional locations. Additional
traffic analysis and public engagement
will be required to develop concept
designs.

Survey issues noted: Above: Looking east on SE Harrison at SE 30th Ave. A partial
B Speeding B Stressful/difficult crossing ~ diverter limits eastbound traffic to bikes and pedestrians; cars

[ Too many vehicles Unsafe passing by cars must turn. Image: Google Earth.
[ Visibility or side street [} Other (drive around di-
traffic verters; run stop sign)

Harrison & Locust intersection improvements
Estimated cost: $

Description:

This would add a stop sign to the uncon-
trolled intersection of SE Locust Ave with
Harrison St north of the Rose Garden.
Southbound traffic on Locust Ave would
be stopped before entering the Harrison
greenway to address conflicts between
modes. A sharrow with directional arrows
would also be added to help with wayfind-
ing in Ladd's Addition.

Survey issues noted:
Above: Looking southwest on SE Locust Ave towards Harrison, an

Ml Visibility or side street uncontrolled intersection. Image: Google Earth.

traffic

B Speeding
Unsafe passing by cars
[ Other (wayfinding)
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Complementary Projects

In addition to the proposed changes above, complementary projects currently in the works will also help
improve conditions for people walking & biking in Hosford-Abernethy, and address some of the issues

noted in the survey.

Division & 17th Ave bike box

Project Description:

A bike box was installed on SE 17th Ave
at Division St in January 2026. This loca-
tion was one of the hot spots based on
the survey results where participants
indicated a stressful crossing for the bike
bus. Here, the route jogs from SE 17th
Ave down Division St to SE 16th Ave in
Ladd’s Addition. while taffic on Division is
stopped. The new bike box should help
address the issue.

Above: The new bike box on SE 17th Ave at the intersection with
SE Division St.

School vision clearance

Project Description:

Parking at intersections adjacent to

the school has been set back from the
corner (vision clearance) to improve vis-
ibility. Vision clearance will be applied to
school-adjacent intersections for all public,
K-12 schools as funding is available.

Above: A marked crosswalk at the intersection of SE Orange and
SE Hickory right outside Abernethy.

Neighborhood greenway bike bus project | Portland Bureau of Transportation



Bike Bus Greenway survey results



