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122nd Avenue Safe Streets 

for All Project Engagement 

Summary 

June 2026 

 

Overview 

The City of Portland and the Portland Bureau of Transportation have an obligation to 

consult the public about major changes to the streets and to understand impacts and 

benefits to nearby residents and businesses. The project team has been conducting 

ongoing outreach on the Safe Streets for All Project since 2024 to understand priorities and 

concerns. Once we were able to get to 30% design we held a few open houses and an 

online version with a survey. This was in addition to door-to-door canvassing, meetings 

with business and property owners, school district officials, fire bureau, project briefings 

with organizations and neighborhood and business associations. This feedback is 

necessary to ensure the design meets the safety goals while also working for the overall 

community. There is a list of activities at the end of this document that summarizes much 

of our engagement efforts, but it is not a complete or exhaustive list of everything we did 

or who we spoke with.  

Overall Summary 

As in most of our projects there are trade-offs to be evaluated and a mix of strong support 

and opposition to the changes. Most people we engaged with agree that traffic safety 

improvements are needed along 122nd Avenue. Most people were generally supportive of 

the changes proposed with some strong concerns about congestion in the southern end.  

Overall top comments  

• Support for lane reductions and traffic calming 

• Overall support for general safety improvements 

• Strong support for bike lane and pedestrian improvements (e.g. protected bike 

lanes and signals) 

• Strong support for re-paving 

• Concern about congestion from lane reductions south of Powell 

• Dislike the roundabout 

• Concerns about medians at Russell School 
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The overall takeaways from the feedback and the changes we are likely to make include: 

• Focus the improvements on the highest safety need areas/improvements. 

o Such as the treed boulevard, that trade-offs are worth the safety benefits and 

the design has taken feedback into consideration on parking and turns.  

o Many of the proposed medians can or should be eliminated or redesigned. 

Keep the ones with the highest crash history/safety benefits.  

o Consider if the roundabout at Harold Street is feasible given budget, timeline 

and public sentiment. 20 people commented that they either strongly 

disliked it or didn’t think it was needed. 

• Work harder to explain how the improvements improve safety and the basics of 

PBOT funding 

o Many comments stressed the dislike of any perceived inconvenience to 

driving and didn’t seem to understand the safety issues or the benefits of the 

proposed changes.  

• Bus stop improvements only had a few comments in support of them.  

o Consider eliminating the bus stop improvements to meet budget and 

address traffic congestion concerns. 

• A few people wrote about concerns about the bike infrastructure design not being 

enough to be safe and comfortable, but just as many or more people wrote they 

never seen anyone bike and that people who bike don’t pay taxes.  

o Will need to ensure all the bike safety improvements stay in scope and 

improve our communication about them to the public.  

• Paving and maintenance in general were big concerns from a great number of 

people.  

o PBOT will need to communicate better on how that will be addressed, 

especially about the maintenance of the bike lanes and trees.  

• Trees, people generally want more trees and greenery along 122nd Avenue and in 

East Portland in general.   

o Will need to work to plant as many trees as possible with the project design 

and budget.  
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In-person Open House Summary 

91 people attended two events. Many people verbally shared comments and 49 feedback 

forms were submitted.  

Feedback forms                                  

• 50% of attendees agreed the 

designs would help achieve 

Plan goals of reducing serious 

injury and deaths. 

• 39% did not agree 

The top things people were excited 

about: 

• Lane reductions and traffic 

calming. 

• Bike and pedestrian safety 

improvements. 

• Trees. 

• More Lighting. 

• Signal and intersection improvements especially at Stanton, Fremont and Holgate. 

 

The top things people were concerned about: 

• Traffic congestion in general, especially related to the southern section and bus 

stops. 

• Concern about the budget and need for basics like paving, people want the money 

to go to paving and potholes instead.  

23%
25%

9%
11%

31%

Strongly agree
Somewhat agree

Neither agree or disagree
Somewhat disagree

Strongly disagree

All open house survey responses 

“The proposed design helps achieve the Plan goals of reducing serious 

injury and deadly crashes, improving biking, walking, transit access and 

comfort." …

Strongly 

agree, 25%

Somewhat 

agree, 25%
Neither 

agree or 

disagree, 10%

Somewhat 

disagree, 10%

Strongly 

disagree, 29%

Do you agree with the following statement?

“The proposed design helps achieve the Plan goals of 

reducing serious injury and deadly crashes, improving 

biking, walking, transit access and comfort."
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• Medians and turn restrictions in general (especially at Russell). 

• Concern too much money is being spent on bike lanes when no one bikes and 

people who bike don’t pay taxes. 

• Tree maintenance. 

Other Comments 

• People really wanted more general traffic enforcement, more police, more cameras. 

• Some people were concerned that this was not enough to improve traffic safety and 

more needs to be done.  

• A few people noted that Burnside improvements were dropped and had concerns 

about both safety and signal timing there.  

Roll Plot Comments 

We received 109 many comments on the roll plots, usually a very site-specific comment 

about the proposed improvement at an intersection or location.   

The top themes on the roll plot include: 

Support 

• Treed boulevard & lane reductions 

• Safety improvements generally  

• Support for making improvements at Fremont intersection is huge concern 

with lots of noted instances of crashes as well as speeding  

Concern 

• Paving, strong desire for this money to just go to repaving 

• Lane reductions causing traffic congestion 

• Medians and strong dislike of them e.g. turn restrictions 

o Especially around NE Russell & Siskiyou and at Midland Library 

• Trees impacting visibility  

• Want more enforcement/speed cameras  

• The Roundabout at Harold confusing, not needed 
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Online open house and survey 

The survey was conducted from May 27-June 15, 2026. 120 responses were received. 

Methods to share the survey included: Mailers, 3 email newsletters (4,000 subscribers), 

asks for organizations such as Rose CDC, Thrive East PDX, etc. to share it with their 

networks, and several rounds of social media posts.  

Most of the respondents were area residents 61%, 18% regularly travel through the area, 

and 10% regularly visit to shop, dine, visit family, worship, etc. Only 5% of respondents 

were business owners or employees (note, PBOT staff did door-to-door outreach and 

spoke directly with businesses).  

77% of respondents drive alone on 122nd Ave, and 32% walk/roll, 23% bike and 22% use 

transit.  

When asked about things people liked or were excited about the project the top things 

mentioned were: 

Lane reductions and traffic calming 31 26% 

Safety in general 21 17% 

Pedestrian safety improvements  20 17% 

Bike lane improvements (e.g. protected bike lanes and signals) 19 16% 

Trees 17 14% 

New lighting 17 14% 

Signal and intersections improvements 12 10% 

Paving 11 9% 

Roundabout 7 6% 

Bus improvements 4 3% 

 

When asked if there were concerns this is what we heard: 

Congestion from lane reductions south of Powell 18 15% 

Congestion and road rage, diversion 17 14% 

Dislike the roundabout 12 10% 

Not enough to be truly safe 9 7% 

No concerns, support it all 8 7% 

Loss of parking 8 7% 

Need more enforcement 8 7% 

“No one bikes, why waste money on them?” 7 6% 

Medians at Russell Street impacting school traffic 7 6% 

Use the money to repave/fix potholes instead 6 5% 
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A small sample of comments/quotes 

“I love the improved bike infrastructure as it will encourage me to bike there even more than I 

already do. I also love the inclusion of plantings to increase greenery along 122nd.” 

“Protected bike lanes! The current conditions are so incredibly dangerous. I look forward to being 

able to bike safely. Intersection improvements -- Halsey, Glisan, and Burnside are so dangerous. 

We are afraid to walk or bike to WinCo because of how treacherous it is at 122nd and Halsey.” 

 

“People are still going to drive their cars. Many of us cannot walk or ride a bike due to physical 

limitations. By reducing lanes, you are creating more crowded roads and drivers are more 

focused on avoiding being rear-ended than they are at being able to observe pedestrians. Your 

improvements are making things worse. Just fix the potholes, lighting, add/improve crosswalks, 

paint the lines so we can see them in the dark, etc. Please do not create problems for people 

trying to drive into Midland Library from any direction.” 

“Please incorporate the feedback already gathered from the 2024 survey in regards to Russell 

Street - many residents will probably feel as though they've ALREADY given feedback about this 

and will miss the opportunity to give it again.” 

“I think the roundabouts are extremely unneeded.” 

“Yes. I believe the current design stops short of what this corridor desperately needs: 

transformative change.” 

“I’m not excited about the next chapter in Portland's war on cars.” 

“We fully support the proposed changes on 122nd Avenue between Powell and Foster. Drivers 

frequently speed and race cars down this corridor. This dangerous driving usually happens at 

night. However, it also happens during the day too. The planned roundabout at Harold Street 

and the reduced traffic lanes will help calm traffic. These changes are urgently needed to slow 

down cars and keep our community safe.” 

“Car parking is very much needed around Holgate and 122nd, as the parking lot they have for 

residents doesn't have enough spots for everyone and their guests. As well as partners my job 

works with to provide services for people at Leander Court.” 

“I'm happy that the city wants to improve this area, and am grateful for any attention to it. I'm 

concerned, however, that the problems in this area are deeper than this plan addresses. So, I'm 

glad it's happening, but until the deeper economic issues, the drug addiction, and the mental 

health of the people who live along the 122nd corridor between Sandy and Powell are seriously 

addressed with genuine long-term solutions, I don't think the area's going to improve.” 
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“Don’t suddenly come out to East Portland and tell us what you think we need.  We can tell you: 

Lighting  Sidewalks  Paved streets Potholes fixed   Don’t waste time and money on stupid things.” 

“I’m just super excited to have bike lanes and medians with trees I can’t wait!” 

The intersection at 122nd and Burnside must be one of the worst in the city for motorists, 

bicyclists and pedestrians alike, yet seems to be left out of this plan. 

“Thank you for taking time to listen to the public. It's not easy to hear all the negativity so thank 

you for the effort. Here's hoping community feedback is incorporated.” 

“It is fantastic that PBOT is making traffic calming improvements, such as lane reductions, 

crossings, and bike paths on 122nd. Reducing traffic speeds and improving safety will make 

122nd better for everyone.” 

“I appreciate the chance to be heard and appreciate how much venom and abuse you have to 

endure to provide it. However, beneath the racism, classism, anger and frustration a lot of these 

citizens have valid concerns that should not be dismissed. That you for trying to make Portland a 

little bit better.” 

“The project team was helpful in explaining the maps and proposals. I give them kudos for 

listening to all of our suggestions and recommendations and complaints.” 

“Most excited about the road diet and the addition of more trees! I would love for these elements 

to be applied throughout the entire project. We need to slow people down, thank you!” 

 

PBOT staff attended or convened the following engagement events: 

Bold denotes PBOT led Events, sometimes with partners as listed. 

• Division Midway Alliance Transportation Fair presentation July 13, 2024 

• Oregon Walks Walk around NE 122nd Ave with AARP July 27, 2024 

• Ethiopian and Eritrean Community Resource Center Electric Vehicle Launch 

and Sustainable Transportation event presentation October 4, 2024 

• Learn Share Do Fair at Centennial High School February 22, 2025 

• 122nd Ave project open house at Parkrose Middle School February 25, 2025  

• Powellhurst- Gilbert Neighborhood Association presentation and discussion 

March 25, 2025 

• Cultivate truck driver training event March 14, 2025 

• Bike workshop & briefing at Midland Library March 28, 2025 

• Play Grown Learn Fair at Nadaka Park March 28, 2025 
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• Oregon Black Resource Network - Formerly known as Living Black Cully event April 

19, 2025 

• Party in the Park with Safe Blocks at Earl 

Boyles Park May 29, 2025 

• Ethiopian and Eritrean Community 

Resource Center African Leaders 

forum June 12, 2025 

• Parkrose Summer Nights tabling, June 12, 

2025 

• Rosewood Initiative Festival tabling June 

14, 2025 

• East County Juneteenth Celebration at 

Vance Park June 21, 2025 

• Sunflower Neighborhood Fair at Maidan Plaza June 22, 2025  

• Guerreras Latinas Safe Systems Training and project briefing July 2, 2025 

• People's Market tabling July 13, 2025 

• Parkrose Summer Nights tabling July 16, 2025 

• Division Midway Alliance Transportation Fair tabling and briefing July 19, 2025 

• East Portland Sunday Parkways at Parklane Park tabling July 27, 2025 

• Rosewood Initiative leadership briefing July 31, 2025 

• Play Grow Learn People's Market tabling August 17, 2025 

• Home Forward Goals Program Event at Parkrose High School tabling August 23, 

2025 

• People's Picnic Parklane Park Tabling, August 24, 2025 

• Picnic in the Park at Lents Park tabling August 31, 2025 

• Multi-cultural Kids Festival at Ventura Park tabling September 7, 

2025 

• Mill Park Grand Opening tabling September 23, 2025 

• Menlo Park Safe Rest Village Transportation safety 

education event & briefing with Cultivate October 22, 2025 

• East Portland Chamber of Commerce presentation October 

15, 2025 

• Door-to-door resident and business canvassing November 

2025 

• Leander Court Holiday Party tabling, December 2, 2025 

• Division Midway Alliance Holiday Bazaar Tabling December 6, 

2025 

• Gilbert Heights Middle School Cookies holiday event December 11, 2025 

• David Douglas Transportation office briefing and discussion December 15, 

2025 

• We Shine Micro Village event tabling, December 17, 2025 

• Rose City Self Defense workshop with Safe Blocks at Midland Library December 17, 

2025 
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• Light up the night street team at 122nd and E Burnside St December 31, 2025 

• Light up the Night street team at 122nd and SE Stark St January 8, 2026 

• Light up the Night with We Shine Micro Village January 14, 2026 

• Light up the Night at 122nd and SE Powell Blvd. January 15, 2026 

• Light up the Night with Division Midway Alliance at 122nd and SE Division 

January 27, 2026 

• IRCO Slavic and Eastern European Community Center Traffic Safety workshop 

with Vision Zero team briefing February 12, 2026 

• Thrive East PDX presentation and discussion, March 30, 2026 

• East Portland community leaders forum, March 31, 2026 Guerreras Latinas 

• Ethiopian and Eritrean Community Resource Center Traffic Safety Driver 

Training and briefing, April 2, 2026 

• Community Transportation Safety Workshop: “Moving Together, Safely” with the 

Division Midway Alliance at The Lawrence Apartments April 4, 2026 

• Transportation Forum with the Latino Network briefing April 9, 2026 

• Business canvassing April 7-30 2026 

• I am Menlo Park with Portland Solutions 

tabling, April 16, 2026 

• Earth Day Our Power, Our Planet event with 

IRCO tabling, April 22, 2026 

• Argay Terrace Neighborhood Association 

presentation, April 22, 2026   

• Traffic Safety Trivia with Cultivate, April 

23, 2026 

• Menlo Park Bike Fair tabling, April 24, 

2026 

• Transportation Forum with IRCO project 

briefing April 28, 2026 

• Sunshine Division tabling, April 28, 2026 

• Raymond Park Opening tabling, May 8, 2026 

• Tabling at Midland Library, May 13, 2026 

• Transit 101 workshop and project briefing with Ethiopian and Eritrean 

Community Resource Center, May 15, 2026 

• Pop up open house at the Lawrence Apartments sidewalk May 20, 2026 
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• May 21 4:30- 7 p.m. at Parkrose Middle School 

Library, 11800 NE Shaver St  

• May 27 6-8 p.m. at Alice Ott Middle School 

Cafeteria, 12500 SE Ramona St 

• Traffic Safety Workshop with IRCO and project 

briefing, May 28, 2026 

• Centennial Bike Fair Parklane Elementary School, 

May 28, 2026 

• CSN Resiliency Fair tabling at David Douglas High 

School May 29, 2026 

• Pop-up Open House at E Portland Community 

Center, June 3, 2026e 

• Pop-up Open House at Midland Library, June 10, 

2026 

• New to Portland Bike ride in East Portland, 

briefing June 11, 2026 

• Sumner Neighborhood Association Presentation, June 16, 2026 

• Parkrose Nights tabling, June 17, 2026 

• Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association presentation, June 23, 2026 

• Sunday Parkways in East Portland tabling, June 28, 2026 

Mailers sent 

• Mailed businesses letters April 13, 

2026 ~100 businesses 

• Mailed 30% Design Open house 

mailer to all area businesses and 

residents to over 16,000 

addresses 

Email newsletters 

• We have sent periodic updates to 

our email list where we collect 

email addresses at events we 

attend and people can sign up on 

their own via our website. We 

have 2300 subscribers.  

• We also shared emails with project partners to share with their networks such as 

the Rose CDC, Thrive East PDX, David Douglas and Parkrose School Districts and 

more.  

 

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/122nd-plan/events/2026/5/21/122nd-avenue-safe-streets-all-project-open
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/122nd-plan/events/2026/5/21/122nd-avenue-safe-streets-all-project-open
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/122nd-plan/events/2026/5/27/122nd-avenue-safe-streets-all-project-open
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/122nd-plan/events/2026/5/27/122nd-avenue-safe-streets-all-project-open
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/events/2026/6/3/stark-washington-122nd-avenue-open-house
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/events/2026/6/3/stark-washington-122nd-avenue-open-house

