
Frontage Zone (adjacent to building) Placement of Two-Top 
Sidewalk Café Tables in the I-405 Loop 
Two-top sidewalk café tables may be allowed in the public right-of-way without a permit, if you 
meet the relevant guidelines as follows. This pilot program is approved for the I-405 Loop, which is 
defined as being bounded on the north, south and west sides by the Interstate 405 freeway, and 
bounded on the east side by the Willamette River. Under these guidelines no application or city 
review is required, nor will a permit be issued. Whether or not a review has been performed, or a 
permit has been issued, the business/adjacent property owner remains responsible for 
maintenance of any such encroachment and retains liability for any damage that may occur as a 
result of the encroachment. Permission for these encroachments to exist in the right-of-way may be 
revoked at any time and for any reason that the Director of the Bureau of Transportation deems to 
be in the interest of the City. Upon written notice of such revocation, the business/adjacent 
property owner shall remove the structures from the public right-of-way.  

 

• This pilot program only allows the placement of small two-top tables immediately adjacent to 
the building frontage.  

• Two-top tabletop dimensions must not exceed 2.5’ x 2.5’ and are limited to two chairs per table. 
Chairs must be orientated parallel to the sidewalk.  

• Tables and chairs must be directly associated with the adjacent business and used in support 
of the merchandise sold inside.  

• The adjacent business bears ultimate responsibility for the outdoor commercial activity and any 
merchandise placed in the frontage zone. The business shall maintain commercial liability 
insurance covering the frontage zone, naming the City of Portland as an additional insured. The 
business assumes all liability for injuries, property damage, or other matters arising from the 
use of the public right-of-way and shall indemnify the City of Portland against related claims. 

• Tables and chairs must remain fully within the frontage zone and not obstruct the pedestrian 
through zone (PTZ). See Figure 1 below for an illustration of the frontage zone.  

• Minimum width of the PTZ varies with sidewalk width to ensure safe pedestrian movement: 
• 8- to 10-foot-wide sidewalks must have a minimum PTZ of 5 feet 6 inches. 



• Greater than 10 feet but less than a 15-foot-wide sidewalk must have a minimum PTZ of 6 
feet. 

• 15 feet or larger sidewalks must have a minimum PTZ of 8 feet wide. 
• Sidewalks less than 8 feet in width are not eligible for sidewalk café seating in the frontage 

zone of the right-of-way. 
• A 5-foot by 5-foot clearance area must be maintained around fire department building 

connections and fire escapes. 
• Umbrellas must be a minimum of 7 feet above the sidewalk surface.  
• The business owner is responsible for maintaining the cleanliness, safety, and appearance of 

the sidewalk café area, including keeping the space free of debris, spills, and hazards. 
• PBOT staff may respond to complaints and conduct inspections at any time. If the business 

does not comply with City requirements, they may be subject to fines or the removal of the 
tables and chairs. 

• The City of Portland is not liable for loss, theft, or damage of the encroachment. 
• Permission to place two-top tables in the furnishing zone does not relieve the business from the 

need to obtain other required city, county, or state approvals related to my food and beverage 
operations. 

• This permission authorizes limited seating only and does not allow expansion beyond two 
two-top tables located in the frontage zone without obtaining a PBOT Outdoor Dining Program 
permit. 
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