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Pedestrian 
safety





People walking in Portland are ten times more 
likely than people driving to sustain a serious 

or fatal injury

Portlanders that have to walk (including those 
who are transit-reliant) are most exposed to 

these systemic safety issues

Approx. 20% of pedestrian crashes in Portland 
result in a fatality or serious injury (1 in 5)



When are crashes happening?



Where are crashes happening?
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Where are crashes happening?



Pedestrian 
network











Approximately 350 miles
of missing sidewalk on 

arterials/collectors
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Existing crosswalk design guidelines
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New 
PedPDX 
crossing 
spacing 
guidelines



Example: Outer Division

Existing: 17 crossings (in almost 100 blocks) 



Example: Outer Division

Existing: 17 crossings (in almost 100 blocks) 

Coming Soon: 40crossings total



New City of 
Portland policy:

Provide marked 
crossings at all 
transit stops



Approximately 3,500 
marked crossing gaps on 

arterial/collector 
network





Why a data-based approach?

• Make sure we are directing limited resources to the 
greatest needs first

• Aligns spending with adopted City goals/objectives

• Help ensure we provide improvements in an 
equitable manner across the city (not complaint-
based)



DEMAND

DEMAND
DEMAND

EQUITY
SAFETY

SAFETY



Safety

Equity

Demand



www.pedpdx.com

http://www.pedpdx.com/
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Provide more marked crossings

Set back parking 
at crossings

Separate vehicle / pedphases

More street / sidewalk lighting

High visibility crosswalks Provide interim 
infrastructure

Bike infrastructure 
that serves peds

Better address tree / 
sidewalk conflicts

More car free experiences



Pedestrian 
Programs and 
Projects at PBOT



PBOT 
pedestrian 
projects



https://www.portland-tsp.com/#/

The City of Portland’s Transportation System Plan 

(TSP) is a 20-year plan that guides transportation 

investments in Portland. It houses key goals and 

policies for the City’s transportation system and 

provides a list of major transportation projects the 

City intends to implement over the next 20 years 

to help realize the vision of the Comprehensive 

Plan. 

https://www.portland-tsp.com/#/


Project 
Selection

Project 
Development

Design / 
Engineering

Construction

Maintenance

• Project priority
• Readiness
• Feasibility
• Funding source
• Etc… • Project 

Development/ 
Planning stage

• 0 – 10% 
• Address modal 

needs / conflicts
• Identify 

preferred 
concept

• Define project 
scope

Project Stages

• 30% 
• 60%
• 90%









• Vision Zero
• Safe Routes to School
• Sunday Parkways
• TDM Policy
• Bike share/scooter share



• Capital project design and delivery 
(ex: Better Naito Forever, SW 
Capitol Hwy Improvements, Earl 
Blumenauer Bridge)



• Transportation System Plan
• Area plans (“In-Motion” plans)
• Corridor plans (82nd Ave)
• Modal plans (PedPDX)
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