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City of Portland 

Pedestrian Advisory Committee Meeting 

 
 

Tuesday, February 17, 2026 
6:00 – 8:00 PM  

 

Zoom only 
To attend online, register with Zoom: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_p3pMMK2XS5uS_qlIWCLQwQ 

 

6:00-6:20 – Committee Business (20 min) 

PAC Co-Chairs  

• Hot Topics 

o Simon: TriMet is continuing to explore the “more BAT lanes” proposal. PAC letter 

encouraged much the same. http://bikeportland.org/2026/02/17/a-win-for-transit-on-

82nd-but-concerns-remain-399323  

• Plaza Program Update 

o PBOT issued the first open call for plazas as part of an effort to expand the program. 

There were 17 applications in the first round, and 8 were selected to move forward to 

the next round with an external review panel. Some proposals that were not selected 

were referred to other PBOT programs that might be a better fit. Examples advancing 

include Historic Parkrose (plaza off NE Sandy Blvd & NE 106th Ave), Foster‑Powell (plaza 

at SE 72nd Ave & SE Schiller St), Woodlawn Neighborhood Association (plaza at the 

Dekum Triangle), and Beaumont‑Wilshire NA & Business Association (Fremont and 

44th). Proposals are due March 1. March–June will be the planning phase, and PBOT 

hopes to have these installed this summer. 

• Fatal Crash Report 

o There has been one fatality since the last PAC meeting. 

 

6:20-6:50 – Proposed Fixing Our Streets 3 Small Safety Projects (30 min) 

Liz Hoekstra & Keili Tucker, PBOT 

PBOT planners will present a selection of small safety projects proposed for Fixing Our Streets funding, with 

a focus on pedestrian improvements. The full list of proposed projects can be found on the FOS website. 

• See presentation for details. 

• Alan: The crossing of Cesar Chavez at Francis is key if only two of the three projects can be 

funded. How will PBOT ensure that this project proceeds, given the history of this location 

being dropped from previous lists? 

• Alan: What other prioritization criteria are you using beyond the standard scoring criteria? 

o Gena: PBOT is considering connectivity, PedPDX crossing gaps, public input, and trying 

to get the best value for the available funding. 

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_p3pMMK2XS5uS_qlIWCLQwQ
http://bikeportland.org/2026/02/17/a-win-for-transit-on-82nd-but-concerns-remain-399323
http://bikeportland.org/2026/02/17/a-win-for-transit-on-82nd-but-concerns-remain-399323
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/fixing-our-streets/oversight/documents/descriptions-fos3-small-safety-project-draft/download


 

 

• Sarah: I was under the impression that the Safe Rest Village nearby is temporary. If it is 

temporary, will the safety improvements remain? 

o Keili: The improvements would be permanent. I don’t believe the Safe Rest Village itself 

is permanent, but we have seen significant use of the multi‑use path and there have 

been crashes in the area, which supports making improvements here. 

o Sarah: I’m surprised that a facility of this type is located along one of the most 

dangerous streets. 

• Marita: Where can we find the standards for lighting at crosswalks? How does a location 

qualify for a traffic light, push buttons, or lighting improvements? 

o PBOT staff explained there is overhead lighting on the roadway and pedestrian scale 

lighting. For Quick Build projects you won’t see larger infrastructure such as traffic 

signals or RRFBs. Full traffic signals can cost around $3 million, and RRFBs can cost 

around $1 million. On Cesar Chavez, a crossing can be installed without a signal 

because PBOT is planning a road reorganization that will reduce the roadway from four 

lanes. If the road remained four lanes, simply marking a crossing would not be 

considered safe. 

• Marita: Traffic calming on Holgate is a high priority for the Reed neighborhood. Have you 

talked with people in the Reed Neighborhood Association? 

o PBOT staff said the project was presented to SE Uplift and shared with the Reed 

Neighborhood Association and that there has been strong interest and documented 

support from Reed residents. 

• Robin: The crossing of Stark near Floyd Light School and 108th Ave is a major concern. Traffic 

calming happens after the flashing beacon, but there are no sidewalks, little daylighting, and 

parking on both sides of the street, including employees from NW Eye Health. Trucks and cars 

frequently speed down 108th Ave, and many families walking in the area are refugees who 

may not be familiar with U.S. traffic patterns. 

o Keilie: There is another project not in this presentation, sidewalk infill, on 106th in front 

of Floyd Light. 

o Gena: By doggy daycare there will be sidewalk infill.  

o Robin: That’s not where the kids walk.  

o Gena: Sidewalks on 108th would be way outside the scope of Quick Build. 

o Robin: Even daylighting there would be better. 

• Alan: What is the biggest constraint for delivering these small projects citywide? I imagine staff 

time for preparing and submitting work orders is a major factor. As a recent PSU MURP 

graduate, I once proposed using planning students to help prepare work orders as part of 

workshop projects. It wasn’t accepted at the time, but these tasks could potentially be 

deliverables for students. 

o Keili: Email gena, Keili, and Liz and we can have that discussion. 

• Liz: We will be going back to the FOS oversight committee in March with a revised list and that 

committee will have a final vote in June. 

• Sarah: You have to distribute funding and projects across districts, but there are differences 

between safety across districts. Why for that bucket do you have to spread out funding?  

o Keili: only small projects have to be split. We’re  

• Rebeccas: Is the type of feedback you’re getting tonight what you want on all the projects on 

the list? I want to be as helpful as possible. 

o Liz: For programmatic items (i.e. there are many locations across town), if you know of 

specific locations for investment, we would love to hear those. Also open to detailed 



 

 

feedback on specific locations, or treatments that do/do not seem appropriate. For 

example we heard that a signal proposed did not seem appropriate on one project. 

 

6:50 -7:20 – Safe Routes to School Mapping Update (30 min) 

Jeri Stroupe, PBOT 

Jeri will present the updated Safe Routes to School mapping tool. 

 

See presentation for details. 

• Jeri: I want to address both Alan and Robin’s questions/comments. 

o Alan, Work orders are quite tedious, and I’m interested in exploring that idea more 

offline. 

o Robin, Funding is the elephant in the room for so many projects. The Open Houses 

coming up will be a great place to learn more about the current structures look like to 

fund SRTS and how we can make those more sustainable. At a state level our legislature 

is struggling. Let lawmakers know this is a high priority. We rely heavily on state 

funding. To make big meaningful change, that state level funding is super critical. Call 

your legislators.  

• I’ve heard rumblings what if there was a specific classification for streets with different cross-

sections or speeds.  

o Jeri: As we’ve been doing network refinement, staff have been looking at characteristics 

of our priority networks (SRTS and Pedestrian networks). In many cases it’s 1:1; not 

perfect. We have been thinking about what does it mean for these lines to be on the 

map? We hear a lot from advocates and council calling for better safety standards right 

by schools. We’re talking with engineers about updating thresholds near schools. If 

there is going to be a place with a higher level of safety standard, it makes sense next to 

a school. However, that is not intertwined with TSP update process. We will be exploring 

what this means for the TSP effort though. 

• Rebecca: I’d like to hear more about what it will take to get better standards around schools. 

What do you need? 

o Jeri: I am still learning how change happens at the city and in the bureau. Day to day, 

most pushback comes from traffic standards and prescriptive engineering. It helps 

when something is a priority for council. At the public works level, the Vision Zero 

coordinator was moved to the DCA’s office to make it a city priority, not just PBOT 

• Mark: We need twofers and threefers in this fiscally challenged environment. Think about that 

more going forward.  

o Jeri: That is something we consider when we are funding projects. Gena is a big ally in 

looking for the nexus between multiple priorities. We want to fill gaps in our networks.  

• Marita: With high school rebuilds coming, are you involved in the design and making sure 

they’re thinking of safe routes as they rebuild access? 

o Jeri: We are involved, but not as much as we would like to be. Development review tries 

to get our eyes on things throughout the process. But they have to help us get ahead of 

things. Like when they redid Lincoln, they moved the front door but didn’t tell us so we 

put all the signs right back where they used to be. 

 

7:20-7:50 PAC Onboarding (30 min) 

Gena Gastaldi, PBOT 



 

 

PBOT Pedestrian Realm Coordinator Gena Gastaldi will give a presentation about the PAC, the city’s 

Pedestrian Master Plan, PedPDX, and answer questions from the committee members. This will serve as 

initial onboarding for the five new members and a refresher for existing members. 

• See presentation for details. 

 

7:50-8:00 – Public Comment (10 min) 

• Dale Sherborn: He commuted from SW to Columbia Blvd for his career, traveling on Barbur 

Blvd. He’s seen a need for separate bicycle and pedestrian pathway on the eastside of Barbur 

from Terwilliger to downtown so bikes and peds don’t have to interface with traffic. Speeds on 

Barbur exceed 55mph. He said we need suspension bridges over the gullies for this new path. 

This would make it accessible to be a pedestrian or person biking from SW to downtown. 

• Dale Sherborn: The Arnold creek Neighborhood Association has always wanted to have a 

corridor from Stevenson grades school to Jackson middle school. There is not a safe route and 

no sidewalks between the two. I want to see some movement forward. We’ve tried all kinds of 

efforts to get this moved. He says there is a conflict between this current situation and the plan 

for infill housing in the area which will add more traffic.  

• Glenn Traeger: I live in central city and 95% of my trips outside are walking. I’ve heard of all 

these terms, low-stress streets, safe streets, traffic calming, pedPDX but we’re talking about 

hundreds of thousands of dollars in improvements. I have a magic solution. Enforce existing 

state crosswalk law: cars must stop for pedestrians in a crosswalk. Does PBOT have any 

programs to notify people and educate them on the crosswalk law? It would be very 

inexpensive and would make everyone safe. 

• Marita: At the last meeting there was a mention of doing outreach to home forward residences 

to distribute high visibility vests. I want to volunteer to help but don’t know who to talk to.  

o Gena: We can go review our notes and connect you with them. 

• Catherine Mushel: I request the PAC gets together with other advisory committees in the 

infrastructure bureaus to get kids out of the heat and out of the way of cars. We’re heading for 

a lot more heat, and we’re not getting enough shade on our walkways. Is there someway to get 

advisory committees working together? Thanks. 

 

How often should PAC meet. Had been doing quarterly. Have heard every other month. Will send out 

a poll. 

 

8:00 – Adjourn 


