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Tuesday, April 21, 2026

6:00 - 8:00 PM
Zoom only
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The following were produced by Microsoft Copilot based on the Zoom transcript and meeting
agenda. City staff reviewed the output and edited it for accuracy.

1) Committee Business (Hot Topics & Fatal Crash Report)

Hot Topics & Council Hearing (Transportation Utility Fee)

e Linday: shared the Street Trust is hosting a PK Slam (Lightning Slides; 20 slides, 20
second each) on Thursday night at the Clinton Street Theater:

https://cstpdx.com/event/oregon-active-transportation-summit-pk-slam/



» Tabitha flagged the imminent City Council hearing on the transportation utility fee
and asked whether she should speak for PAC based on prior positions. Members
signaled support.

o Marita noted written testimony appeared “mostly negative,” with cost concerns;
thanked staff for the notice.

o Alan recapped a prior subcommittee meeting: general support among speakers;
amendments proposed to dedicate funds to Vision Zero and the Sidewalk
Improvement & Paving Program (SIPP).

e Gena clarified SIPP’s intent (sidewalk infill/improvement/paving framework
delivered to Council last year) and its evolution.

Fatal Crash Report

e Mark read recent fatal crash summaries; 9 people have died since the last PAC
meeting; Gena shared current-year fatality counts compared across recent years
and modes affected (motorcycles/pedestrians).

o Sarah questioned the interpretability of mid-year comparisons and whether the
chart usefully informs action.

o Tabitha emphasized the core message: any number >0 is unacceptable; suggested
revisiting how PAC uses/displays data. Oliver proposed longer trend windows (3-5
years) or rolling averages to reduce noise.

2) Meet & Greet — Oregon Walks Executive Director, Mike Dennis (Intro & Q&A)
Mike Dennis, the new Executive Director of Oregon Walks, the statewide pedestrian advocacy
non-profit, will introduce himself and the organization. He will also provide a brief overview of
the organizations upcoming programs and ways for PAC members to get involved.

Mike thanked the PAC for their work and shared brief background: raised partly in South
Africa during his family’s anti-apartheid activism, and later worked in policy and
government relations with The Nature Conservancy and on national campaigns. He
considers himself a transportation enthusiast and has contributed to projects like the
Flanders Crossing bridge. He previously served on the Salmonberry Trail Board and was
Oregon Walks board chair about 20 years ago.

He's excited to return to transportation work in Oregon and wants to explore how Oregon
Walks can collaborate on key pedestrian issues, including through volunteer-led



committees. He highlighted the upcoming WalkStars event on May 16 (limited tickets
remaining).

Mike is focused on elevating pedestrian-safety investments with City Council and the IBR
program and has been learning about current initiatives—this morning he joined the
Marysville “walk bus.”

He's looking for new ideas, partnerships, and opportunities to expand walking activities
and community engagement.

e Marita asked about Southwest Trails and the Red Electric Trail; Mike acknowledged
familiarity and referenced longtime advocates (e.g., Don Bach).

o Mark asked about tracking foot-traffic/pedestrian counts beyond the city core;
suggested collaborative models and learning from other cities. Mike agreed data is
essential for data-informed decisions and welcomed follow-up.

o Tabitha invited members to Oregon Walks' Plans & Projects Committee (meets
monthly, in person) as another venue for project discussion.

3) Walk Portland — Pilot Findings & Next Steps (Q&A Only)

Gena and Sean will provide an update on Walk Portland, the pedestrian wayfinding project that
the PAC provided feedback on during summer 2025. They will go over the public feedback
overview and present next steps, including asking the PAC for a letter of support for a grant
application.

e Simon remembered seeing the sign visibility near the Central Library and wondered
where they came from and why there weren't more signs; Gena noted pilot budget
limits and the plan to begin broader Phase 1 installations around the central city
(target ~next spring).

e Mark suggested adding engagement elements (e.g., scavenger hunts around public
art/neon/historic buildings/food) to draw people to downtown destinations.

o Sean cautioned that naming many businesses can become advertising;
Powell’s is treated as landmark retail. Digital tools (Travel Portland’'s Near Me
Now) can curate food/art and complement physical signs.

o Adia urged tactile maps and richer Braille context (raised key streets/transit lines;
north arrow in Braille; explanatory text boxes). Gena confirmed feedback from
blind/low-vision walks and PBOT's intent to make wayfinding accessible.


https://oregonwalks.networkforgood.com/events/98759-walkstars-2026
https://oregonwalks.networkforgood.com/events/98759-walkstars-2026

e Marita asked about budget impacts and the funding mix for Walk Portland. Gena
outlined a capital push with PBOT/Travel Portland for Phase 1 and a governance
council with “pay-to-play” maintenance contributions; grants would accelerate full
build-out.

e Simon asked about practical information on signs (restrooms/BIKETOWN/transit).
Sean/Gena: Portland Loo locations are included; transit is indicated without clutter;
aim is “less-is-more” legibility with heads-up mapping and time-to-walk callouts
rather than 5/10/15 minute circles, which do not reflect how people walk.

e Gena mentioned a future request for a letter of support from the PAC if
PBOT/Travel Portland are invited to submit a full grant application for Travel
Oregon’s Competitive Grants. Asked people to share any leads on wayfinding
related grants.

4) Traffic Fatalities — Draft Letter Discussion & Vote (PAC)

PAC members Mark and Sarah will share a draft letter they have been working on and will lead a
discussion with the committee.

e Mark and Sarah presented a PAC letter to City Council and PBOT Director, focusing
on recurring pedestrian fatalities and recommendations to reduce fatalities and
slow car speeds (e.g., nighttime speed limits, traffic signals timing, speed cameras).

e Marita raised traffic enforcement is not discussed enough; Sarah pushed back on
effectiveness of enforcement before distinguished between traditional police
enforcement (limited effectiveness if viewed from a public-health perspective) and
automated enforcement, which are preferred. Rebecca concurred: automated
speed management is a considered a critical stop-gap among traffic safety experts,
given we cannot rebuild our entire transportation network.

o Tabitha proposed explicitly referencing Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPIs); Gena:
PBOT applies LPIs where Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) exist. She shared an
example of how an engineer turned on an LPI at a new signal the same day after a
community member noted the LPI seemed to be missing. PAC members should flag
intersections lacking LPIs/APS.

o Alan floated a public map to catalog issues so the PAC can submit actionable
bundles rather than one-offs. Tabitha suggested shaping this into a future agenda
topic (“you spotted a thing—now what?”).



Motion (Robin); Second (Marita): Approve the Traffic Fatalities Letter (with minor edits
incl. LPIs) and submit to City Council and Director Williams. Vote: 13 in favor; none
opposed; none abstaining — Motion passes.

Actions:

o Staff to format the letter on PAC letterhead, route it to City Council and Director,
and coordinate a response.

o Staff to schedule a briefing with Officer McCaeger Byrd (PPB Traffic Division) and
Steve Hoyt-Macbeth (Safety Camera Program) to discuss enforcement/automation.
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