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Project Scope: Construct a 550 ft protected shoulder on the north side of SW Boones Ferry Rd from SW 
Orchard Hill Rd to city limits. 

Schedule: Expected to be completed by the end of summer 2024 

 

Questions/Comments—Responses from PBOT 

Q: Will this project construct a bike lane and sidewalk? 
A: This project will only install a protected shoulder on the north side of SW Boones Ferry Rd. 

Q: Will there be a reduction of speed in this area, currently 35mph?  
A: We’ve attempted to reduce the speed limit to 30mph in January 2023 but Oregon Department of 
Transportation denied the request.  

Q: Is there an opportunity to extend this project to the existing sidewalk that begins on 18th? 
A: Unfortunately, we cannot extend this project to the sidewalk on 18th. SWIM has limited funding and 
PBOT is choosing project locations outlined in the SWIM plan. The addition of approximately 1,250 ft of 
protected shoulder would be far too significant to add to the scope for this project. 

Q: Will the concrete separator be placed in such a fashion as to allow access for USPS trucks to deliver 
mail to residents mailboxes?  
A: PBOT will be coordinating with USPS to allow for deliveries. Below is an example of a recently 
completed PBOT project that installed a protected pedestrian shoulder in coordination with USPS. 

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/southwest-motion


 

Example of protected walking shoulder in Cully showing the mailbox setup. 

Q: The road from Orchard Hill to the south boundary is in dire need of repaving. Will this happen?   
A: SW Boones Ferry Rd is not currently on a paving list for PBOT.  The bureau currently has a $4 billion 
maintenance backlog across the city. PBOT’s paving manager reviewed the project and determined that 
while pavement conditions are in need of repair on SW Boones Ferry, the pedestrian shoulder 
improvements are feasible.  

Q: Will vegetation be removed?  
A: Vegetation will need to be removed and maintained for a clear walkway. The PBOT project manager 
will inform residents of the obligations to maintain a clear walkway for pedestrians per city code. 

Q: How does this design make it safer for bikes? 
A: The project is a pedestrian safety improvement project, there are no bike improvements in the 
design. 

Q: It would be great if the project could be extended just two properties eastbound, to join with the 
sidewalk at the church? 
A: This project was scoped several years ago with the SW community with the current project scope. 
PBOT relies on the SWIM Plan due to its extensive community engagement process. PBOT will make 
note of the desire for extension of pathway as a future project.  

Q: When biking from 22nd to Orchard Hill, the south side will not be bikeable with any shoulder. 
You'll have to cross to the protected shoulder at 22nd 
A: The project team has understood the concern from cyclists who currently use the south shoulder to 
bike along SW Boones Ferry Rd to make connections to nearby bike streets. PBOT will be conducting 
outreach with the SW bike community to explore the possibility of retaining the south side shoulder. 

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/planning/southwest-motion

