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The 162nd Avenue Safe Access to Transit project aims to improve safety for all people walking, taking transit, biking and driving on 
SE 162nd Avenue between SE Alder St (just south of SE Stark St) and SE Powell Blvd. In 2018, TriMet added new bus service, Line 

74, on SE 162nd Ave. This newsletter shares information about the project proposal and ways to share your design considerations. 
Project construction is planned for 2020. 

Why are safety improvements needed on SE 162nd?

35

The average distance 
between marked 

crossings in the project 
area is about 2,900 

feet. That’s more than a 
10-minute walk one-way. 

162nd  Ave. lacks features 
that make accessing 

transit stops safe and 
comfortable, such as 

places to cross the street 
for people of all ages and 

abilities, street lighting, 
and complete sidewalks.

We know that between 2007 
and 2016 on SE 162nd Ave 

between Alder St and Powell 
Blvd, 11 people were injured 
while walking, 5 people were 
injured while biking, 8 people 
were seriously injured while 
in a vehicle, and 1 person 

died in a vehicle.

Safe speeds lower the risk of 
crashes, and when crashes 
occur, safe speeds make it 
less likely that people are 
killed or seriously injured. 
The speed limit is 35 mph 

on SE 162nd, but the design 
of the street can encourage 
people to drive much faster.

Goals for the Project

• Build safer crossings near transit stops
• Increase safety through street design and reduce speeding
• Improve existing bicycle lanes

To accomplish these goals, the project is proposing to 
enhance three pedestrian crossings serving TriMet’s new 
Line 74 bus stops and reduce the number of vehicle travel 
lanes to improve overall safety. The project also includes 
sidewalks, street lighting, and enhancements to the 
bikelanes. 
Project funding comes from a partnership between TriMet 
and PBOT. 

Get involved!

Share your design considerations and learn more about this project!
Open House 

Monday, April 29, 2019   5:00-7:00 p.m.
The Rosewood Initiative: 16126 SE Stark Street

hosted by Oregon Walks and The Rosewood Initiative

Drop in at any time, review and comment on materials at your own pace. 
Spanish translation services and child care provided. 

Current SE 162nd Street Design

Lacks street lighting 
and complete sidewalks

Long distance 
between traffic signals

Long distance for 
people to cross 
exposed to vehicles

Sample Street Design Option: SE Alder St to Powell Blvd

Right and left turn lanes would be maintained at SE Division and Powell Blvd.  

Pedestrian level street 
lighting

New sidewalk at both 
SE Main and Salmon

Buffered or parking-
protected bike lanes

New enhanced 
crossings at SE Mill, 
Lincoln and Tibbets

PBOT is committed to providing meaningful 
access. For accommodations, modifications, 
translation, interpretation or other services, 
please contact 503-823-7078. 
• 如需语言翻译，请打503-823-7078
• Para solicitar intérprete, por favor llame al 

503-823-7078
• Muốn yêu cầu thông dịch viên, vui lòng gọi số 

503-823-7078
• Если вам необходимы услуги переводчика, 

звоните по телефону 503-823-7078



Other questions

Why reduce vehicle travel lanes?

Most drivers base their travel speed on 
what feels comfortable given the street 
design. The wider the road, the faster 
people tend to drive and, the faster the car, 
the more difficult it is to cross the street and 
the more severe the injuries resulting from 
a crash. 

Additionally, creating a safe crossing on a 
5-lane street requires beacons or traffic 
signals, which are expensive and can disrupt 
traffic flow. A 3-lane street allows for more 
safe crossing opportunities and more 
amenities like street lighting and sidewalks.

Will reducing travel lanes impact vehicle 
travel times? If so, how?

Yes, it is possible that vehicle travel times 
will be affected at times. Travel modeling 
predicts the impact to be limited only to 
peak travel times and generally not adding 
more than about a minute of time to what 
it takes to travel today. We believe this is a 
worthwhile tradeoff for a safer street.

I don’t ride the bus. Why is it important 
to create safe opportunities for people to 
ride the bus?

Public transit provides personal mobility and 
freedom for people from every walk of life. 
It’s especially important for people living on 
limited incomes or with physical disabilities. 
A number of City policies call for providing 
safe options for getting people to the places 
they need to go—including walking, taking 
transit, biking and driving.

Fall-Winter 
2018-2019

Development of project 
design criteria and initial 
proposal

Spring 2019
Community discussion 
and input on design 
considerations

Summer-Winter 
2019-2020

Detailed project plans 
developed, more 
information shared with 
community about plan

Spring 2020 Final plans released for 
contractor bidding

Summer or Fall 
2020

Construction and 
information sharing about 
what to expect during 
construction

Project Schedule

Get involved! Share your design considerations and learn more about this project:

Attend the Project Open House:

Drop in at any time, review and comment on materials at your own 
pace. Spanish translation services and child care provided. 

Visit the website: 
Join our email list, submit a comment form, find more opportunities to meet with project 
staff, and view project fact sheets in Spanish. 

 
www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/162ndAccesstoTransit

Monday, April 29, 2019 
hosted by Oregon Walks 

and The Rosewood Initiative

The Rosewood Initiative 
16126 SE Stark Street

5:00-7:00 p.m.

The City of Portland complies with all non-discrimination, Civil 
Rights laws including Civil Rights Title VI and ADA Title II. To request 
translation, interpretation, accommodation, modifications, or 
additional information, please contact PBOT at 503-823-5185, or 
use City TTY 503-823-6868, or Oregon Relay Service: 711.
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Coming in 2020: safety 
enhancements on SE 162nd

Contact the Project Manager: 
Liz Rickles at Elisabeth.Rickles@portlandoregon.gov or 503-823-7078

PBOT is committed to providing meaningful access. For accommodations, modifications, 
translation, interpretation or other services, please contact 503-823-7078. 
• 如需语言翻译，请打503-823-7078
• Para solicitar intérprete, por favor llame al 503-823-7078
• Muốn yêu cầu thông dịch viên, vui lòng gọi số 503-823-7078
• Если вам необходимы услуги переводчика, звоните по телефону 503-823-7078
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