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 what are buffered bicycle lanes?

Buffered bike lanes are six-foot wide bike lanes that •	
have replaced one lane of vehicle traffic on SW Stark 
and SW Oak Streets. Buffered with street markings 
on each side of the lane, they provide more room 
between cyclists and motorists and reduce the risk 
from opening car doors.

Buffered bike lanes provide more protection for •	
cyclists by providing well-marked, buffered zones  
on each side of the bike lane. 

These routes seek to maximize connectivity with  •	
the existing bicycle network, parks and open spaces, 

and to serve a large group of cyclists.

why were sw stark and Oak streets chOsen?

These streets were selected for the Buffered Bicycle •	
Lane demonstration project because they have light 
traffic flows.

Traffic analysis indicates that the loss of one travel •	
lane on both SW Stark and SW Oak will not create 
significant delays or queues for vehicles.

SW Stark and Oak connect with Waterfront Park and •	
are near other major bicycle commuting routes.

By maintaining parking and reducing one travel lane, •	
the environment will be comfortable for bicyclists and 
will also provide a calmer, more inviting pedestrian 

environment for retailers.

what is the advantage Of a buffered lane?

The Buffered Bicycle Lanes provide a more protected •	
and comfortable space for cyclists than a conventional 
bike lane.

This design does not have the barriers to sight lines  •	
as with a Cycle Track — where the view of cyclists 
may be obstructed by parked cars.

hOw dO cyclists make a left turn?

Left turns for cyclists using a buffered bike lane are •	
executed by merging into the travel lane and making a 
typical left turn movement.  

hOw dOes parking wOrk next tO a  buffered lane?

Drivers park parallel to the buffered bicycle lane in the •	
normal way, being careful to yield to bicycles before 
crossing the buffered lane.  

The parking lane stays adjacent to the curb.•	

why nOt use a simple bicycle lane?

Because the buffered bicycle lane, with the added safety •	
zones, offers a more comfortable riding environment. It 
is consistent with our efforts to make bicycling a part of 

daily life in Portland.

what will drivers nOtice that is different ?

There isn’t much of a change for drivers.  They still need •	
to watch carefully for cyclists when they are turning right 
at cross streets or driveways, and take care when parking, 
which involves crossing the buffered lane.  

Cyclists will always be clearly visible to drivers because, •	
unlike a Cycle Track, the buffered bicycle lane does not 
have the barrier of parked cars between the bicycle lane 
and the travel lane.

will sw stark and Oak streets becOme cOngested  
with One travel lane fOr vehicles?

No.  Our traffic analysis indicates that these streets will •	
operate with little additional delay for cars when reduced 
to one travel lane.  

One reason these streets were selected for this project is •	
that they have light traffic flow and extra street capacity 
available.
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Proposed Buffered Bike Lane:  
SW Oak - Stark
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the enhanced bike lanes are the full width of a driving lane, and are on sw oak 
from naito Pkwy to sw 9th, and on stark from sw 13th to naito Pkwy
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a right turn zone for cars turning from sw stark  will be in front of  
Parked cars, to the right of the  enhanced bike lane
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detail view of buffered bike lanes on sw stark ave at sw fourth avenue
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