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What’s happening around NE Skidmore Street and 
Wilshire Park?

• NE Mason-Skidmore neighborhood greenway (37th to 77th)

• NE 33rd paving project improvements

• Two-way bicycle path on east side of 33rd to connect Skidmore and 
Mason.

• Improvements to the existing NE Mason and 33rd signal for people walking 
and biking. This is the only activated pedestrian crossing of NE 33rd

between NE Prescott and NE Fremont (approximately ½ mile).



www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-
projects/construction/mason-skidmore-neighborhood-
greenway-project

http://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/construction/mason-skidmore-neighborhood-greenway-project


Why this design?
• Least amount of parking removal
• Shortest distance between local streets
• Takes advantage of existing signal
• Takes advantage of paving project 
• Provides highest level of protection and comfort for people biking and walking.



Current Issues
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th

High speeds for a neighborhood street and for a shared roadway

• 27 mph eastbound or 28 mph westbound

High volume of vehicles for a shared roadway

• 1,070 vehicles per day eastbound, with over 100 in the peak hour

• 562 vehicles per day westbound, with 48 in the peak hour

No sidewalks on south side of NE Skidmore along Wilshire Park

Missing link between existing NE 32nd and NE 37th avenue neighborhood 
greenways



• High volume of traffic (≈100 in 
the peak hour) entering NE 
Skidmore from NE 33rd.

• How can that cycling and driving 
movement co-exist safely?

Reduce conflicts between 
southbound cyclists and vehicles.

Key Project Goal
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th



Additional Project Goals
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th

• Reduce speeds

• Improve pedestrian and bicycling environment

• Close gap between NE 32nd and NE 37th avenue neighborhood 
greenways

• Create a direct path to the forthcoming NE Skidmore & Mason 
neighborhood greenway.

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/construction/mason-skidmore-neighborhood-greenway-project


Issues Raise by Neighborhood Previously
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th

Issue: Diversion of vehicles onto neighborhood streets

• Outcome: Remove diverter at NE 36th Avenue originally part of the design.

Issue: Parking demands are periodically high

• Outcome: Preserve all permissible parking. 

 Approximately 20-25 parking spaces will be removed at T-intersections 
to eliminate crosswalk obstructions. Approximately 40 spaces on 
southside of Skidmore remain.



Issues Raise by Neighborhood Previously
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th

Issue: Add speed bumps to reduce speeds

• Outcome: Staff would collect post-project data to determine if additional 
traffic calming needed.  

Issue: Add diversion at NE 33rd Avenue to reduce traffic volumes on NE Skidmore 
Street

• Outcome: Staff analyzed potential traffic diversion routes and determined 
that out of direction travel would create issues on NE 33rd Avenue and on 
NE Shaver Street. 



Project Design Alternative 

What about making NE Skidmore a fully shared 
street neighborhood greenway with parking 
remaining along the curb?

Requires speed bumps and potentially 
diverting eastbound vehicles at NE 33rd. 

Diversion Analysis:

• More left turns at NE Prescott, leading to 
transit and vehicle delay. 

• More vehicles using neighborhood streets 
like NE Shaver, requires additional traffic 
calming, funding, and expanded project 
scope.



Diversion 
Traffic 
Routes

Wilshire Park



Traffic Diversion 
Analysis

Wilshire Park
Wilshire Park is a key 
destination.

Accessing the park and homes 
will require driving through 
other neighborhood streets 
with no alternatives.

More left turns at NE Prescott, 
will lead to additional transit 
and vehicle delay on NE 33rd.



NE Skidmore Corridor Safety Project Design





Green – wayfinding signs
Pink – parking setback sign
Yellow – Existing sign
Red- Existing parking restriction 
(10pm to 5am)
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Project Outcomes
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th

Goal: Reduce conflicts between southbound cyclists and vehicles.

• Outcome: Continuation of two-way bicycle path along NE Skidmore 
from 33rd to 37th.

Goal: Reduce speeds.

• Outcome: Create a queuing-style neighborhood street by reducing 
40’ street width to 28’. (Similar to NE Skidmore, west of NE 33rd.)



Project Outcomes (cont.)
NE Skidmore, 33rd to 37th

Goal: Improve pedestrian and bicycling environment

• Outcomes: 
 Create a separate space for people walking and bicycling.
 Parking visibility setbacks and unobstructed crosswalks.
 Shorter crossing distance across NE Skidmore. 

Goals: Close gap in bike and pedestrian network between NE 32nd and NE 
37th avenue neighborhood greenways & create a direct path to the 
forthcoming NE Skidmore & Mason neighborhood greenway.

• Outcome: Continuous, protected connection between two 
greenways.

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/pbot-projects/construction/mason-skidmore-neighborhood-greenway-project


Next Steps

• Incorporate feedback into design.

• Finalize design.

• Find a contractor or coordinate with PBOT 
Maintenance Operations to construct.



NE Skidmore, NE 33rd to NE 
37th connection
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