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I did want to add that I felt bad when the committee member was questioning the ability to 

change ODOT's mind on a tolling program. I don't want her to walk away thinking her work 

with this committee is all for naught. I think the work you all are doing (both ODOT and 

PBOT) is incredibly valuable in terms of community engagement. As we've seen in recent 

months, Portlanders will fight for what they believe in. As Portlanders a part of this 

committee, each member is in a unique, highly valued position to provide direct feedback 

that can make or break projects. And no matter if the project makes or breaks, it is the 

value of input of community members that is making our communities more resilient than 

ever because it is now the community's voice we transportation planners are hearing, not 

just some high-up president no one ever has met. That hasn't always been the case and 

that's part of the reason we need these committees now. You may pass these words onto 

the committee members if you'd like to.  

 


