
Portland ADA Curb Ramp Program

Whys, Whens, Whats, and How Tos

2024 Refresher 



Portland ADA Curb 
Ramp Program

Agenda

• Introduction and Background (Eva Huntsinger)

• Anatomy of a Curb Ramp (Jason Grassman)

• ADA Compliant Ramps - The Big 4 (Chris Wier)

• Break

• Process for Ensuring a Ramp (Raphael Haou)

• Resources

• Q & A 
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ADA Americans with Disabilities Act (1990) 

CREEC Civil Rights Education and Enforcement Center

ARC ADA Ramp Crew (Raphael Haou) 

ADA Technical 
Advisors

Chris Wier, P.E., ADA TA Lead (Permit Engineering - Review)
Jason Grassman, P.E. (Civil Engineering and Drafting)
Mary Wiser, P.E. (Permit Engineering - Support and Inspection)
Tim Doherty P.E. (Maintenance Operations, Interim, with support from Raphael). 
Carlos Hernandez, P.E. (Traffic Engineering)
Raphael Haou, P.E., (ADA Ramps Crew)
Tom Bennett, P.E. (Signals and Street Lighting)
Eva Huntsinger, JD, P.E. (CREEC Program Lead)
Adam Hogan (Advisory Role) and Lisa Strader (ADA Coordinator)

RBR Ramps By Request (Lisa Strader)

Variance/MEF Curb Ramp Design Report –Maximum Extent Feasible within the Scope of the 
Work

ADA Standard • 2010 ADA Standards (28 CFR Part 35.151 + 2004 ADAAG) – 2010 ADA 
Standards for Accessible Design 2010 Standards for State and Local 
Government Facilities Title II

• FHWA Criteria   

mailto:Christopher.Wier@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Jason.Grassman@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:mary.wiser@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:tim.doherty@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:juancarlos.hernandez@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Raphael.Haou@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:thomas.bennett@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Eva.Huntsinger@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/design-standards/2010-stds/#2010-standards-for-state-and-local-government-facilities-title-ii
https://www.ada.gov/law-and-regs/design-standards/2010-stds/#2010-standards-for-state-and-local-government-facilities-title-ii


Curb Ramp Sources
• Maintenance  (Paving, Others) 

• Permits (Development and Utilities, 
ODOT) 

• Capital Improvement Projects

• ADA Ramp Crew (RBRs)
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Curb Ramp Commitment
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Portland’s Annual 
Curb Ramp Commitment

Curb Ramps RBRs

 Annual Reporting

 1500 Curb Ramps Per Year

 100 RBRs

Note:  After CREEC, we must 
continue to provide ADA Compliant 
Ramps when we alter 
(pave/resurface) or construct a 
street, because that is federal law. 



Sources of Curb Ramps

• Maintenance  (Paving, Others) 

• Permits (Development and Utilities, ODOT) 

• Capital Improvement Projects

• ADA Ramp Crew (RBRs)
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1st:      New Construction and Alterations and 100 RBRs per year

2nd:  

Prioritization – The Big 4, Hierarchy, Equity

 Contact Lisa Strader – PBOT ADA Coordinator



Sources of Curb Ramps

• Maintenance  (Paving, Others) 

• Permits (Development and Utilities, ODOT) 

• Capital Improvement Projects

• ADA Ramp Crew (RBRs)
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Help Us Get to 1500



Anatomy of a Curb Ramp
By Jason Grassman, P.E. 
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Elements of Sidewalk & Curb Ramp
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Elements of Sidewalk & Curb Ramp
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Designing 
Ramps

ADA Technical Resources -
Design, Construction, 
Reporting | Portland.gov

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/ada-design-construction-and-reports
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/ada-design-construction-and-reports
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/ada-design-construction-and-reports


Portland Corner Curb Ramp 
Standard Drawing
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ADA Compliant 
Ramps - The Big 4
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By Chris Wier, P.E. 



When are ADA compliant curb ramps required?

1. The public agency must provide accessible pedestrian walkways (ADA compliant curb ramps) when constructing 
new sidewalks (or infills).

2. Roadway resurfacing and/or reconstruction triggers ADA Complaint curb ramps on both sides of the street when 
the work spans from one intersection to another.

3. When roadway resurfacing crosses a pedestrian crossing, ADA compliant curb ramps are required, even if the 
roadway surfacing does not span curb to curb,.

4. There is an exception for utility trenches, as follows.  When a utility trench is just a portion of the pavement, 
even including a portion of the crosswalk, repaving to cover the trench does not require ADA Compliant curb 
ramps, but a lower level of accessibility is not allowed.

Also note, per City Engineer Directive TL001 Utility Trench Paving Triggers ADA Compliant Ramps, Paving 
associated with utility trench work as depicted in Standard Drawings P-505 and P-518 triggers construction 
of an ADA compliant curb ramp on the side of the street where the utility trench related paving occurs, 
when the work is 2’ or less from the curb face at a sidewalk, or 2’ or less from the, lip of gutter where one 
exists.

P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 14

The Big 4

ADA Compliant to the Maximum Extent Feasible within the Scope of the Project

https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html


1. The public agency must provide accessible pedestrian walkways (ADA compliant curb 
ramps) when constructing new sidewalks (or infills) 29 U.S.C. §794(a). (9-12-06);   
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/civilrights/programs/ada/ada_sect504qa.cfm .  

Triggers, Hierarchy, Equity Lens
P O R T L A N D O R E G O N . G O V / T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 15

A B

 Provide curb ramps along the sidewalk route/corridor.

 Provide receiving curb ramps on both sides of median island/refuge area.

 For Small Sidewalk Infill Project (C to D), bring curb ramps on either end of each sidewalk infill 
segment into ADA Compliance. 

ADA Compliant to the Maximum Extent Feasible within the Scope of the Project

Number 1. 

Pedestrian improvements scoped from A to B (upgrade ramps along entire stretch) 

Small Stretch of Sidewalk Infill – Provide ADA Compliant Ramps to Access the New Sidewalk Infill Section

C D

Block of Sidewalk Infill

Sidewalk Infill

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/civilrights/programs/ada/ada_sect504qa.cfm


2. Roadway resurfacing and/or reconstruction triggers ADA Complaint curb ramps on 
both sides of the street when the work spans from one intersection to another. 
https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html, Q2. Q and As Supplement to the 2013 
DOJ/DOT Joint Technical Assistance on the Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Requirements To Provide Curb Ramps when Streets, Roads, or Highways are Altered through 
Resurfacing | FHWA

Triggers, Hierarchy, Equity Lens
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ADA Compliant to the Maximum Extent Feasible within the Scope of the Project

Number 2. 

A B

Provide curb ramps along the paving route from A to B. 

https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii


3. When roadway resurfacing crosses a pedestrian crossing, ADA compliant curb ramps 
are required, even if the roadway surfacing does not span curb to curb, 
https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html, Q3. Q and As Supplement to the 2013 
DOJ/DOT Joint Technical Assistance on the Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act 
Requirements To Provide Curb Ramps when Streets, Roads, or Highways are Altered through 
Resurfacing | FHWA

Triggers, Hierarchy, Equity Lens
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A B

Provide ADA compliant curb ramps on both sides of the crosswalk. 

ADA Compliant to the Maximum Extent Feasible within the Scope of the Project

Number 3. 

https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii


4. When a utility trench is just a portion of the pavement, even including a portion of 
the crosswalk, repaving to cover the trench does not require ADA Compliant curb 
ramps, but a lower level of accessibility is not allowed.  If the curb at the sidewalk 
crossing is affected, and there is no curb ramp, a curb ramp must be constructed 
rather than simply fixing the curb. https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html 
Q11. Q and As Supplement to the 2013 DOJ/DOT Joint Technical Assistance on the Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act Requirements To Provide Curb Ramps when Streets, Roads, or 
Highways are Altered through Resurfacing | FHWA

Triggers, Hierarchy, Equity Lens
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A B

Also note, per City Engineer Directive TL001 Utility Trench Paving Triggers ADA Compliant Ramps, Paving associated 
with utility trench work as depicted in Standard Drawings P-505 and P-518 triggers construction of an ADA compliant curb 
ramp on the side of the street where the utility trench related paving occurs, when the work is 2’ or less from the curb 
face at a sidewalk, or 2’ or less from the, lip of gutter where one exists.

ADA Compliant to the Maximum Extent Feasible within the Scope of the Project

Number 4. 

https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://highways.dot.gov/civil-rights/programs/ada/q-and-supplement-2013-dojdot-joint-technical-assistance-title-ii
https://www.ada.gov/doj-fhwa-ta-supplement-2015.html


When are curb ramps required?

Utility Work

• Yes, if any portions of the curb radius or curb 
ramp are disturbed.

• No, if disturbance is within Circulation Path 
and outside of curb ramp.

PORTLANDOREGON.GOV/TRANSPORTATION 19



Take a Break 
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PBOT ADA Ramp Crew 
Ensures Ramps
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Raphael Haou, P.E. 
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How ARC 
Ensures 
Ramps for 
ADA 
Compliance



ADA Ramp 
Inspection 

Form
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Survey 1-2-3



Resources 
PBOT ADA Technical Resources - Design, 
Construction, Reporting
• ADA Technical Advisors
• Standard Drawings
• Curb Ramp Design Form
• Directives
• ADA Design Guide in Development (Fall 2024)
• ADA Inspection Manual 
• Inspection Video (Underway)

PORTLANDOREGON.GOV/TRANSPORTATION 25

When in doubt or if you don’t immediately find what you need, contact 
your ADA Technical Advisor.  That is what they are here for!  

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/ada-design-construction-and-reports
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/ada-design-construction-and-reports
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