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Instructions for Assessing Existing Ramps
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Contact an ADA Technical Advisor if you have any questions. They are here to help you!  

Element Allowable Flexibility Notes

Ramp slope 8.3% or less If landing is good and all other criteria is 
met, but ramp is steeper than 8.3%, 
review with ADA Technical Advisor.  
They may provide you with an email to 
attach to the scoping form documenting  
approval.  

Landing Slope 2.4% or less Rounding to 2% is allowed. 

Perpendicular Old Style Ramps It is not necessary to rebuild a ramp only 
because it is not perpendicular.  If the 
ramp  meets  all other criteria, we can 
keep it in place. 

Flare Slope Greater than 10% 
relative to running 
street grade if needed 
for drainage and street 
grade conformance. 

Top Landing Size Clear width at least as 
wide as the curb ramp, 
excluding flared sides, 
with a minimum clear 
landing length of 36” 
(plus 1’ clear from an 
obstruction). 

Truncated Domes Domes Required. Add/fix  truncated domes as part of 
project alteration/new construction 
limits, if existing domes are damaged or 
non-existent. 

Ramp Cross Slope 2.4% or less Rounding to 2% is allowed. 

Algebraic Grade 
Difference (Ramp to 
Street) 

11.4% or less If this cannot be met with paving 
adjustments, talk with your ADA 
Technical Advisor for a review and 
approval.  Attach ADA Technical Advisor 
approval to Assessment Form. To 
eliminated 11% grade break, 2’ Flat 
bottom landings required on ramps 
built after 2020. 

Ramp Width 36” absolute min for 
low ped volume 
corridors. 

36” ramp with allowable for existing 
ramps.  If ramp is in high pedestrian 
volume corridor, 4’ min. is absolute 
requirement when only 1 diagonal is 
used at corner.  Talk with your ADA 
Technical Advisor for approval. 

For criteria not 
met, note why.  
Keep this 
completed form 
with project 
design/permittin
g files, along 
with supporting 
documentation 
such as email(s) 
from your ADA 
Technical 
Advisor. 

https://forms.monday.com/forms/eefc5076f2d4a
ebe3b8f3e59350cbdca

Use the Inspection Form for your Ramp 
Assessments Inspection Form

https://www.portland.gov/transportation/engineering/documents/inspection-form/download
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Contact an ADA Technical Advisor if you have any questions. They are here to help you!  

RAMP ASSESSMENT 
Use Assessment 

Form

APPLY 
TOLERANCES
See page 2.  

CHECK FOR MEF
ADA Technical Advisor 
Approval (Project Files)

Existing Ramp is 
Acceptable

Step by Step –  Existing Ramp is Acceptable

Step 1

Step 2

Step 3

Design Engineer

Design Engineer, Senior Engineer Review

ADA Technical Advisor 
Note to Project File
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