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EV Charging in the Public ROW:
Master Lease Agreement & permitting process for 
EVSE companies

June 2025
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Agenda

• Master Lease Agreement Process Recap 
& Next Steps

• Right-of-Way Use License

• SLA & Permitting Process Overview

• Portland General Electric & utility 
connection

• Q & A
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MLA Process Recap &
Next Steps
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MLA Negotiation Process

Info Session, March 18
First feedback 

period

EVSE MLA 
meeting, April 

22

Second 
feedback 

period

Final EVSE 
MLA meeting, 

June 3

Final legal 
review from 

City

City to share 
MLA for 

signature with 
companies

We are here

*not included on this chart: ROW Use License (required prior to submitting permits)
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Overview of ROW Charging Process

Obtain from 
BPS

ROW Use 
License

•Negotiate

•Sign with 
PBOT

MLA

•Submit site 
reservation

•Due 
diligence

Site 
selection

•Submit 
street 
opening 
permit
•Submit 
SLA

Permitting

•Approval, or

•Suggested 
edits

PBOT 
Review
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EV chargers in the public right-of-way must follow location and siting guidelines

Source: Portland 2035 Comprehensive Plan

Level 2 EV chargers will be allowed curbside 
and on poles if they meet the following 
requirements:

• Within Gateway Regional Center, Town 
Centers, and Neighborhood Centers, 
excluding the Central City

• On a Local Service Street

• In an area where parking is 
currently allowed, either metered 
or unmetered

• Will not conflict with 
other transportation uses, including 
the Streetcar, TriMet or bike lanes

PBOT is working to secure funding to expand 
allowable areas for charger installation
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EV chargers in the public right-of-way must follow location and siting guidelines

Clearance requirements for health, life, safety:

• Minimum of 25' from an intersection, minimum of 20' from a 

stop sign, and more (see TRN-10.19 for full list)

Design for accessibility by all Portlanders:

• Follow current ADA guidelines, including clear ground space 

and other requirements

Parking requirements to ensure turnover:

• Spaces will be EV charging only 24/7, 365

• All spaces will be signed and striped as "EV only"

• Enforcement will be complaint based

• Time limits during the day; no limits overnight

Design exception process can be used
Source: PBOT, U.S. Access Board

https://www.portland.gov/policies/transportation/other-rights-way-permits/trn-1019-utility-permits-right-way
https://www.portland.gov/policies/transportation/other-rights-way-permits/trn-1019-utility-permits-right-way
https://www.portland.gov/policies/transportation/other-rights-way-permits/trn-1019-utility-permits-right-way
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Access to the Right-of-Way 
(ROW) Use License
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ROW Code – Portland City Code (PPC) Chapter 12.15

In 2024, Portland passed PPC 12.15 (ROW Code) that allows companies who own and 
operate assets in the ROW to obtain a license and access to the ROW for their 
infrastructure.

ROW Code requires and allows:

• Companies to obtain a ROW Code license and renew annually

• Gives companies the 'legal' authority to operate their assets in the ROW

• Licensees pay quarterly  or annual fees to operate in the ROW

• Obligates licensees to comply with all other ROW requirements and codes
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ROW Code – Code Management and Operation

The Bureau of Planning & Sustainability (BPS) is the bureau who operationalizes ROW 
Code. 

BPS – Franchise Utility Program:

• Issues ROW Code licenses and renews

• Collects the fees paid to the city under ROW Code

• Enforce Code compliance (licensing, payments, and reporting)

• Coordinate with PBOT to ensure ROW Code licensing requirements are met
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ROW Code – How to Contact Us?

Franchise Utility Program:

• Website: https://www.portland.gov/bps/com-tech/franchise-utility

• Email: octutility@portlandoregon.gov

• Program Manager:
o Andrew Speer, Andrew.Speer@portlandoregon.gov or 503-679-4415

https://www.portland.gov/bps/com-tech/franchise-utility
https://www.portland.gov/bps/com-tech/franchise-utility
https://www.portland.gov/bps/com-tech/franchise-utility
https://www.portland.gov/bps/com-tech/franchise-utility
https://www.portland.gov/bps/com-tech/franchise-utility
mailto:octutility@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Andrew.Speer@portlandoregon.gov
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Permitting & SLA Process
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Utility Connection
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Thank you

Hannah Morrison
Mobility Innovations Team
Portland Bureau of Transportation

hannah.morrison@portlandoregon.gov
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