
 

 

C.16 – Landscaping, Landscaping Rocks & Boulders (CURRENT SECTION WITH LANGUAGE 
BEING UPDATED) 

Permittee: no permit required  

Low-growing landscaping (, such as grass and other ground cover), landscaping rocks (less than 10 
inches in all directions), or boulders (10 inches or greater in any dimension)  installed and 
maintained by the abutting property owner may be allowed within the right-of-way. Landscaping, 
landscaping rocks, or boulders installed in the portion of right-of-way for which the abutting 
property owner is responsible and which complies with Title 29 of the City Code doesFurnishing 
Zone of the sidewalk corridor, or in unimproved areas on streets without sidewalks do not require a 
permit. Such landscaping must not be allowed to become a nuisance, as per Title 29.  

Boulders are subject to the following additional conditions:  

 
• May not exceed 30 inches in height (as measured from the top of the curb) when 

located within 25 feet of an intersection. 

• Must fit entirely within the Furnishing Zone of a sidewalk corridor and not encroach 
on the Pedestrian Through Zone, or if placed on an unimproved street they may not 
be installed in any location that obstructs areas that can be used for parking, 
including gravel areas, shoulders, or other roadside areas. 

• Must be located a minimum of two feet from the curb face where on-street parking 
is permitted. 

• Must maintain a minimum of four feet of separation between adjacent boulders.   
• Must be located a minimum of five feet from any utility or apparatus (street lights, 

utility poles, water meters, fire hydrants, valves and cleanouts, etc.). 
 

The City may require the removal of any boulder at any time to meet applicable requirements, such 
as to accommodate street tree planting or to address safety or accessibility concerns.  
 

Landscaping that meets these requirements does not require any sort of application or city review, 
and no Revocable Encroachment Permit will be issued.  

Landscaping or boulders in the public right-of-way must not be allowed to become a safety hazard 
by obscuringobstruct the visibility of drivers, bicyclists, or pedestrians or create a tripping hazard. 
As perUnder Title 16.10 of the City Code, the City Traffic EngineerAdministrator has the authority to 
require the removal or pruning of any such hazardous vegetation or obstructions.  

Landscaping, landscaping rocks, or boulders installed in traffic islands or other areas not 
maintained by the adjacent property owner for which the permittee is not normally responsible for 
maintenance does require a Revocable Encroachment Permit. This type of proposal should 
Applications must be submitted to the Bureau of Transportation for review. , and iIf approved, a 



 

 

Rrevocable Eencroachment Ppermit will be issued to an insured neighborhood or business 
association.  

This type of landscaping does not include trees in the public right-of-way. Trees planted in the right-
of-way require a separate permit from the Urban Forestry Division of the Portland Parks 
BureauPortland Permitting & Development. 

 

C27 – Private (Non-Franchised) Utilities (CURRENT SECTION WITH LANGUAGE BEING 
UPDATED) 

Private sanitary sewers, storm drains, stormwater facilities, monitoring maintenance holes, and 
other private utility facilities are not allowed in the right-of-way except as described here.   

Private sanitary connections to the sanitary or combined sewer are allowed without an 
encroachment permit, but they must comply with the Bureau of Environmental Services’ (BES) 
ENB-4.17 Sewer Connection and Lateral Repair Permitting rules. 

Private storm connections such as rain drains to the curb, outfalls to existing roadside ditches, and 
connections to storm sewers or combination sewers are allowed without an encroachment permit, 
but they must comply with BES’s ENB-4.17 Sewer Connection and Lateral Repair Permitting rules. 

Private stormwater facilities including but not limited to swales, raingardens, drywells, rain drains 
to the curb, outfalls to existing roadside ditches, and connections to storm sewers or combination 
sewers (as allowed per the Bureau of Environmental Services’ ENB-4.17 Sewer Connection and 
Lateral Repair Permitting rules) are permitted without an encroachment permit. This includes 
connections from private storm water planter boxes located on private property.   

Existing Pprivate sanitary sewers located in the public right-of-way that have an alignment or other 
physical characteristic contrary to the approved standards of BES’s Sewer and Drainage Facilities 
Design Manual may be allowed to remain only with BES approval and a Revocable Encroachment 
Permit detailing the maintenance requirements. In these limited situations, the Bureau of 
Environmental Services must Such private sewers will only be allowed if BES agrees to be a “co-
issuer,” or in some cases a “co-permittee,” on the Revocable Encroachment Permit. New private 
sanitary sewers will not be permitted.   

Private stormwater facilities including but not limited to swales, raingardens, drywellsUICs, and 
other facilities described in ENB-4.01, the Stormwater Management Manual, , rain drains to the 
curb, outfalls to existing roadside ditches, and connections to storm sewers or combination sewers 
(as allowed per the Bureau of Environmental Services’ ENB-4.17 Sewer Connection and Lateral 
Repair Permitting rules) are may be  allowed without an encroachment permitonly with BES 
approval and a Revocable Encroachment Permit detailing the maintenance requirements, including 
in emergencies. Such facilities will only be allowed if BES agrees to be a “co-issuer”, or in some 
cases a “co-permittee”, on the Revocable Encroachment Permit, ensuring that the stormwater 
system is appropriate, and that emergency maintenance service will be available to these 
facilities.. This includes connections from private storm water planter boxes located on private 
property.   



 

 

 

Permitting of private stormwater and sanitary facilities are is subject to change. Contact the PBOT 
development review manager Portland Permitting & Development for the latest requirements.  

  

 

C28 – Public Alleys (NEW SECTION) 

Permittee: no permit required 

Alleys are public rights-of-way and provide local access for all modes. The City does not issue 
permits for encroachments in alleys. However, many alleys in Portland are unimproved and are not 
utilized for access to vehicle parking. Allowing some encroachments in these alleys supports City 
and community goals by creating public space and enhancing the pedestrian environment.  

The use and level of improvement of an alley may change when a property redevelops. 
Encroachments in alleys must allow for flexibility and be easy to move in response to changing 
conditions. Portland City Code Title 33 requires many types of residential development to provide 
all parking access from an alley, if one abuts the lot. Additionally, some alleys can be used for fire 
access, as determined by Portland Fire and Rescue. 

Encroachments are not allowed:   

• In alleys that are used for garbage and recycling pick up.  
• In alleys that provide access to parking on properties with commercial, institutional, multi-

dwelling, or employment zoning.  
• When one or more properties with single-dwelling zoning have on-site parking that is 

accessed from the alley, encroachments are not allowed in the portion of the alley between 
the property and the nearest alley entrance. 
 

In alleys where encroachments are allowed, the following requirements apply: 

• No building, retaining wall, fence, or other permanent structure may be constructed in an 
alley.  

• Benches, planter boxes, small community kiosks, landscaping, and certain elements of an 
irrigation system may be placed by a property owner along their alley frontage. Each type of 
encroachment must follow the applicable guidelines in these rules.  Instead of being 
placed in the Frontage or Furnishing Zone of the sidewalk corridor, encroachments in an 
alley must be placed along the property frontage so that a minimum 6-foot-wide pedestrian 
path remains clear for the length of the alley.  

• Encroachments must be removed by the abutting property owner if any property owner 
adjacent to the alley proposes new vehicle access and gravels, paves, and/or grades the 
portion of the alley in which the encroachment is located. 

 



 

 

C29 – Basketball Hoops (NEW SECTION) 

Permittee: no permit required 

In an effort to recognize the importance of recreational opportunities, particularly in neighborhoods 
that may be underserved with parks or other such facilities, portable basketball hoops may be 
allowed within rights-of-way provided the following conditions are met: 

1) Hoops must not be placed on streets with a Traffic Classification higher than Local Service 
Traffic Street (information and maps on street classifications can be found online: 
https://portland-tsp.com/#/streets); on streets where the posted speed limit is over 25 
mph; or on street segments with continuous marked centerlines.   

2) Hoops must: 
• Be portable and capable of being moved with limited effort on short notice; 
• Not be affixed in the ground or attached with chains, guy wires, or any other 

attachments; and 
• Be able to be moved whenever deemed necessary by City officials for street usage 

or maintenance. 
3) Hoops may be placed in the Furnishing Zone of the sidewalk corridor. The hoop base must 

fit entirely within the Furnishing Zone of the sidewalk corridor and may not encroach on the 
Pedestrian Through Zone. If located on a street without sidewalks, the hoop base must be 
behind the curb or off the pavement edge. No part of the hoop may extend into the travel 
lane, and must not impede traffic or safety of pedestrians. Hoops are only allowed in front 
of/adjacent to a residential property that the owner of the hoop owns or in which they reside 
and must not interfere with ingress or egress to any driveways. 

4) Hoops are not allowed within 20 feet of an intersection or within 5 feet of utility poles, fire 
hydrants, or EV chargers.  Hoops must also not be placed covering any utility access panels. 

5) Hoops may not obstruct the visibility of traffic control devices per the PBOT Traffic Design 
Manual.  

6) The owner of a hoop retains all liability for any damage that may occur as a result of the 
encroachment.  

7) Permission for the hoop to exist in the right-of-way may be revoked at any time and for any 
reason deemed to be in the interest of the City. Upon written notification of such revocation, 
which will include an explanation, the property owner must remove the hoop from the 
public right-of-way and return the street area from which it was located to a condition 
deemed satisfactory to the Director of the Bureau of Transportation.  If the item is not 
removed, the City may do so and the owner will be personally liable to the city for any and 
all costs of removal and any restoration of the public area. 

8) Painting or marking streets or rights-of-way for sports courts is not allowed.  
 

The City recommends that hoops be made visible at night by the use of reflective tape and/or high-
visibility cones placed on each side of the base. 

 

https://portland-tsp.com/#/streets


 

 

D.1 – IBC Section 3202.1 – Encroachments Below Grade (CURRENT SECTION WITH LANGUAGE 
BEING UPDATED)  

“Encroachments below grade shall comply with Sections 3202.1.1 through 3202.1.3.”  

3202.1.1 – Structural support. A part of a building erected below grade that is necessary for 
structural support of the building or structure shall not project beyond the lot lines, except that the 
footings of street walls or their supports which that are located not less than 8 feet (2438 mm) 
below grade shall not project more than 12 inches (305 mm) beyond the street lot line.  

PBOT policy makes no changes to Section 3202.1.1. No encroachment permit is necessary for 
structural supports that meet these building code requirements.  

3202.1.2 – Vaults and other enclosed spaces not owned by the city. The construction and 
utilization of vaults and other enclosed space below grade shall be subject to the terms and 
conditions of the applicable governing authority.  

Per TRN-8.13, – Utility Vault or Structure for the Benefit of the Adjacent Property Owner, 
transformers or other building specific structures placed to power or service a building must be 
fully reside located outside of the public right- of- way . They may be permitted in the right of way 
byunless an exception onlyis granted. City-owned utility vaults and structures are permitted  in the 
public right-of-way. Other vaults and enclosed below-grade spaces may be allowed within the right-
of-way with a Revocable Encroachment Permit, and, a lease if conditions warrant it, a lease and a 
building code appeal granted by the Bureau of Development Services. The building section within 
the right-of-way must be designed to be severable from the main building and the structural 
support for the building above grade must meet IBC 3202.1.1. No projections are allowed beyond 
the curb line. A minimum of 5 feet of clearance is required from the street gutter grade to the top of 
the building lid. It is the applicant’s responsibility to demonstrate that no conflict will exist with 
street trees, streetlights, signals, ADA ramps or any other item constructed within the right-of-way 
for which a  permitted through the Public Works Permit has been issued. Vaulted basements with 
metered water service must comply with waterproofing requirements in Title Code Section 
21.12.260.  

A Revocable Encroachment Permit for the vault or other enclosed structure must be issued before 
the building code appeal to the Bureau of Development Services will be granted. The building code 
appeal permit application  submitted to the Bureau of Development ServicesPortland Permitting & 
Development must include a demonstration and statement from the structural engineer of record 
that the main building structure will meet all of the necessary structural requirements and remain 
stable under gravity, lateral, soil, and flood loads if the projection is removed. The proposed design 
should clearly delineate the extent of the projection, both in plan view and in section view. The 
Revocable Encroachment Permit from the Bureau of Transportation must be included with the 
building code appealpermit. A revocable encroachment permit should also be issued for existing 
unpermitted vaulted basements upon being modified. 

Vaulted and other enclosed structures extending beyond the curb line are considered a “Major 
Encroachments.”. They are only allowed on a limited basis, are strongly discouraged, and must be 



 

 

approved by City Councilthe City Administrator. See Transportation Administrative Rule TRN -8.01, 
Encroachments in the Public Right-of-Way, for more information on “Major Encroachments. 

 

3202.1.3 – Areaways. Areaways shall be protected by grates, guards or other approved means. 

An areaways may be allowed in the public right-of-way if it is . The areaway must be contained 
entirely within the building Frontage Zone and must be is protected by grates, guards, or other 
approved means meeting ADA requirements and IBC regulations. The An areaway requires a 
Revocable Encroachment Permit, issued to the adjacent property owner. Areaways will be reviewed 
on a case-by-case basis. It is the applicant’s responsibility to demonstrate the need for the an 
areaway versus other means that can be fully contained on private property. 

A proposal for the areaway should be submitted to the Bureau of Transportation, along with a 
Revocable Encroachment Permit Application. If acceptable, a Revocable Encroachment Permit will 
be issued to the adjacent property owner. The applicant will be required to pay a permit fee, as well 
as and a county recording fee, as required by Title 17 of the City Code. 

D.2 – IBC Section 3202.2 – Encroachments above grade and below 8 feet in height (CURRENT 
SECTION WITH LANGUAGE BEING UPDATED) 

Encroachments into the public right-of-way above grade and below 8 feet (2438 mm) in height shall 
be prohibited except as provided for in Sections 3202.2.1 through 3202.2.3. Doors and windows 
shall not open or project into the public right-of-way. 

Doors or windows that open or swing out into the right-of-way less than 8 feet above the sidewalk 
surface are only allowed under certain circumstances and require a revocable encroachment 
permit. The door must meet one of the two following conditions: 

1. The door is used solely for access to an on-site garbage receptacle or utility room. The door 
or gate must be operated solely from the outside. The door must automatically return to the 
closed position except when it is flush and latched to the building wall. 
-or- 

2. The door is used solely as an emergency exit. The door must have no exterior hardware and 
must be connected to an audible and visual alarm, which shall must be operational at all 
times, to alert passersby when the door is being opened. The door is tomust be signed as an 
“emergency exit only.”. 

Security gates that swing into the right-of-way at recessed doorways also require a revocable 
encroachment permit and must meet both of the following conditions:  

1. The gate opens independently of the door.  
-and- 

2. The gate is locked in the open position at the start of the day and is closed at the end of the 
day. PBOT will not permit gates that are designed to be opened and closed throughout the 
day. 



 

 

Door or window projections that do not meet the requirements of IBC Chapter 32 will require a 
building code appeal to the Bureau of Development Services. A Revocable Encroachment Permit 
for the door or window projection must be issued before the building code review will be 
approvedappeal will be granted by the Bureau of Development Services. Reference to Tthe 
Revocable Encroachment Permit from the Bureau of Transportation must be included with the 
building code appealpermit documentation. Proposals that do not meet the above conditions are 
discouraged and will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. It is the applicant’s responsibility to 
demonstrate that the building constraints’s characteristics prevent compliance with  which cause 
the inability to meet the IBC regulations. 

3202.2.1 – Steps. Steps shall not project more than 12 inches (305 mm) and shall be guarded by 
approved devices not less than 3 feet (914 mm) in height, or shall be located between columns or 
pilasters. 

Stairs and hand railings may be allowed within the right-of-way. A Revocable Encroachment Permit 
Application for the stairs and/or railings should be submitted to the Bureau of Transportation, 
including a site plan and any relevant details to clearly demonstrate the proposal. If it is acceptable, 
a Revocable Encroachment Permit will be issued to the owner of the property to which the 
encroachment is adjacent. The permit will detail specific maintenance and liability requirements. It 
will also be recorded with the county so that the permit will run with the land, and therefore 
meaning that any future owners will also be bound by the permit conditions. The applicant will be 
required to pay a permit fee as well as a county recording fee, as per Title 17 of the City Code. The 
stairs and hand railings shall must be located so that they do not restrict the minimum sidewalk 
corridor width as defined in Figure 2 and must be at least 1 foot away from the Pedestrian Through 
Zone.  

Stairs and railings should be constructed so as to in compliance y with the Building Code and other 
applicable regulations, as if they were being constructed on private property. If the stairs exceed the 
allowed 1- foot encroachment of the International Building Code (IBC 3202.2.1), then a building 
code appeal to the Bureau of Development ServicesPortland Permitting & Development is also 
necessary. 

In design districts, stairs, and hand railings in the right-of-way may be subject to Design Review. 

3202.2.2 – Architectural features. Columns or pilasters, including bases and moldings, shall not 
project more than 12 inches (305 mm). Belt courses, lintels, sills, architraves, pediments and 
similar architectural features shall not project more than 4 inches (102 mm).  

Structures extending from a building whose front that is located at or within 1 foot of the property 
line, such as utility meters and valves, garage entry protections, and other building appurtenances 
projections, are allowed without a Revocable Encroachment Permit. The appurtenance projection 
must be severable, may not extend more than 1 foot from the face of the building, and may not 
restrict the minimum required Pedestrian Through Zone as defined in Figure 2.  

Decorative building facings and architectural features are allowed to may extend up to 4 inches 
beyond the property line without a Revocable Encroachment Permit. The building facing must be 



 

 

severable, may not extend more than 4 inches into the right-of-way, and may not restrict the 
minimum required Pedestrian Through Zone as defined in Figure 2.  

Other building appurtenances projections and similar architectural features that do not meet these 
requirements are generally discouraged. Appurtenances Projections and architectural features that 
do not meet the requirements of IBC Chapter 3202.2.2 will require a building code appeal to to the 
Bureau of Development ServicesPortland Permitting & Development. A Revocable Encroachment 
Permit must be issued before the building code appeal will be granted by by the Bureau of 
Development ServicesPortland Permitting & Development. The Revocable Encroachment Permit 
from the Bureau of Transportation must be included with the building code appeal. This type of 
proposal will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis. 

3202.2.3 – Awnings. The vertical clearance from the public right-of-way to the lowest part of any 
awning, including valances, shall be not less than 7 feet (2134 mm). 

Awnings must be supported by the building or another structure on private property. No structural 
supports are allowed within the public right-of-way. Awnings may not extend more than two-thirds 
of the distance from the property line to the curb, and the horizontal clearance between the awning 
and the curb shall may not be less than 2 feet. Awnings that meet these requirements and the IBC 
regulations do not require Revocable Encroachment Permits.  

Awnings that do not meet these requirements and the IBC regulations are considered a “Major 
Encroachments.” They are only allowed on a limited basis, are strongly discouraged, and must be 
approved by City Councilthe City Administrator. See Transportation Administrative Rule TRN- 8.01, 
Encroachments in the Public Right-of-Way, for more information regarding “Major Encroachments.” 

D.3 – IBC Section 3202.3 – Encroachments 8 feet or more above grade (CURRENT SECTION 
WITH LANGUAGE BEING UPDATED) 

Encroachments 8 feet (2438 mm) or more above grade shall comply with Sections 3202.3.1 through 
3202.3.4.  

3202.3.1 – Awnings, canopies, marquees and signs. Awnings, canopies, marquees and signs 
shall be constructed so as to support applicable loads as specified in Chapter 16. Awnings, 
canopies, marquees and signs with less than 15 feet (4572 mm) of clearance above the sidewalk 
shall not extend into or occupy more than two-thirds the width of the sidewalk measured from the 
building. Stanchions or columns that support awnings, canopies, marquees and signs shall be 
located not less than 2 feet (610 mm) in from the curb line. 

PBOT policy dictates that awnings, canopies, marquees and signs must be supported by the 
building or another structure on private property. No structural supports within the public right-of-
way are allowed.  

Awnings, canopies, and signs may not extend more than two-thirds of the distance from the 
property line to the curb, and the horizontal clearance between the awning, canopy or sign and the 
curb shall may not be less than 2 feet.  

Marquees may project more than two-thirds of the distance from the property line to the curb line 
with the following conditions:  



 

 

1. The marquee must be at least 12 feet above the sidewalk. 
2. The horizontal clearance between the marquee and the curb line must be at least 2 feet. 
3. The length of the marquee may not exceed 25 feet along the direction of the street. 

Awnings, canopies, marquees and signs that meet these requirements and the IBC regulations do 
not require Revocable Encroachment Permits.  

Awnings, canopies, marquees and signs that do not meet these requirements or the IBC regulations 
are considered a “Major Encroachments.” They are allowed on a limited basis, are strongly 
discouraged, and must be approved by City Councilthe City Administrator. See Transportation 
Administrative Rule- TRN 8.01, Encroachments in the Public Right-of-Way, for more information 
regarding “Major Encroachments.” 

3202.3.2 – Windows, balconies, architectural features, and mechanical equipment. Where the 
vertical clearance above grade to projecting windows, balconies, architectural features, or 
mechanical equipment is more than 8 feet (2438 mm), 1 inch (25 mm) of encroachment is 
permitted for each additional 1 inch (25 mm) of clearance above 8 feet (2438 mm), but the 
maximum encroachment shall be 4 feet (1219 mm).  

This sub-section of the encroachment manual is effective April 1, 2026.  Applicants will have the 
option of complying with the rescinded code guide or this sub-section of the encroachment manual 
for a period of 6 months.  Land use applications approved prior to October 1, 2026, with oriel 
windows that meet the requirements of the rescinded code guide will be honored until the land use 
approval expires. Building permit or land use applications submitted after October 1, 2026, must 
comply with the requirements in the encroachment manual.  

City Code permits oriel windows and balconies that conform to IBC regulations and the following 
requirements:  

Oriel Windows and balconies that meet these IBC regulations do not require a Revocable 
Encroachment Permit.  

1.  Clearance. No oriel window or balcony projections are allowed into the right-of-way less 
than 8 feet above grade. Projections are permitted oOver 8 feet above grade, with one inch 
of encroachment is allowed for each additional inch of clearance above 8 feet, with and a 
maximum allowable encroachment of 4 feet.  This standard cannot be changed through 
Design/Historic Review. 

  

2. Projection. Oriel window projections may extend a distance equal to the width of the 
sidewalk frontage zone (as defined by the Pedestrian Design Guide) plus up to 1.5 
additional feet into the right-of-way, including trim, eaves, and ornament. No projection 
may extend beyond 4 feet, regardless of the frontage zone width. This standard cannot be 
changed through Design/Historic Review. 

3.  Area. The maximum wall area of all windows that project into public right-of-way on a wall 
is 40 percent of the wall’s area.  This standard cannot be changed through Design/Historic 
Review. 



 

 

4.   Window Area.  The minimum window area at the face of the oriel window projection is 50 
percent. Projections greater than 2 feet 6 inches must have windows at all sides, and 
required side windows must be a minimum of 25 percent of side walls. Windows may be 
provided in any manner so long as the total coverage is equal to 25 percent of all side walls.  
Side windows must meet the requirements of Table 705.8 of the current Oregon Structural 
Specialty Code, maximum area of exterior wall openings based on fire separation distance 
and degree of opening protection. The separation distance is measured from the 
continuation of the property line. No openings will be allowed within 3 feet of the property 
line continuation. When approved through Design/Historic  Review, the window 
requirement for side walls may vary.  

5.  Width. The maximum width for each oriel window projection is a function of its floor area, 
not to exceed 48 square feet (e.g., 12 feet X 4 feet, 16 X 3 feet, etc.)  and a total width of 24 
feet. Refer to the ‘Example Window Projections with Dimensions’ graphic below.  When 
approved through Design/Historic  Review, the width and floor area may vary provided the 
collective area of all projecting window elements on a wall does not exceed 40 percent of 
the building wall’s area and the width of any single projecting window element does not 
exceed 50 percent of its building wall’s length.   

1.6. Separation. The minimum separation between oriel window projections on the 
same elevation or plane of wall is 12 feet. When approved through Design/ Historic  Review, 
required separation may vary, provided the collective area of all projecting window 
elements on a wall does not exceed 40 percent of the building wall’s area and the width of 
any single projecting window element over the right-of-way does not exceed 50 percent of 
its building wall’s length. 

7.  Balconies. Balconies may be extended up to 4 feet into the right-of-way regardless of the 
frontage zone width.  Balconies may be provided adjacent to an oriel window projection, not 
to exceed a total width of 36 feet (e.g., a 12- foot balcony on either side of a 12- foot oriel 
window, two 12- foot oriel windows with a 12-foot balcony in between, etc.). The minimum 
separation, specified above, must be provided between projections consisting of oriel 
windows and balconies, regardless of width. 
 
Table: Examples for common sidewalk widths 

Sidewalk corridor width Max oriel window projection Max balcony projection 
15’ 2.5’ frontage zone + 1.5’ = 4’ 4’ 
12’ 1.5’ frontage zone + 1.5’ = 3’ 4’ 
11’ 0.5’ frontage zone + 1.5’ = 2’ 4’ 

 

Oriel windows and balconies that meet these requirements and the IBC regulations do not require a 
Revocable Encroachment Permit. Oriel wWindows and balconies that do not meet these 
requirements and the IBC regulations are considered a “Major Encroachments” and require a lease. 
They are only allowed on a limited basis, are strongly discouraged, may require Design Review, and 
must be approved by City Councilthe City Administrator. See Transportation Administrative Rule 
TRN- 8.01, Encroachments in the Public Right-of-Way, for more information regarding “Major 
Encroachments.” Reference Portland Policy Document ENB-15.51 for additional requirements of 
the Bureau of Development Services for oriel windows.  

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ORSSC2022P2/chapter-7-fire-and-smoke-protection-features#ORSSC2022P2_Ch07_Sec705.8
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/ORSSC2022P2/chapter-7-fire-and-smoke-protection-features#ORSSC2022P2_Ch07_Sec705.8


 

 

National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) Rule 234 requires a minimum separation from structures to 
aerial utility infrastructure.  Encroachments into these clearance spaces are considered safety 
violations by the Oregon Public Utilities Commission. Proposed encroachments will require the 
development to work with the impacted utilities to resolve any possible violations prior to permit 
issuance.  The Oregon Joint Use Association maintains a pamphlet showing required clearances.  

 

 

https://www.ojua.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Standards-Trifold-revised-8.5x11-8-20-2024.pdf
https://www.ojua.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Standards-Trifold-revised-8.5x11-8-20-2024.pdf


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

3202.3.3 – Encroachments 15 feet or more above grade. Encroachments 15 feet (4572 mm) or 
more above grade shall not be limited.  

PBOT policy requires that all encroachments 15 feet or more above grade shall meet the same 
requirements for encroachments 8 feet above grade (Section 3202.3).  

3202.3.4 – Pedestrian Walkways. The installation of a pedestrian walkway over a public right-of-
way shall be subject to the approval of the applicable governing authority. The vertical clearance 
from the public right-of-way to the lowest part of a pedestrian walkway shall be not less than 15 feet 
(4572 mm).  

Elevated Pedestrian Walkways are considered a “Major Encroachments” and require a lease. They 
are allowed on a limited basis, are strongly discouraged, may require Design Review, and must be 
approved by City Councilthe City Administrator. See Transportation Administrative Rule TRN- 8.01, 
Encroachments in the Public Right-of-Way, for more information regarding “Major Encroachments.” 

 


