Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee

Working to Make Bicycling a Part of Daily Life in Portland

1001 SW 5th Avenue, Room 1300
Portland OR 97204

A Resolution of the City of Portland Bicycle Advisory
Committee regarding the maintenance of neighborhood
traffic diverters on neighborhood greenways in Northwest
Portland

Whereas Portland has multiple goals; and
Whereas one of those goals includes improving livability; and

Whereas one of those goals includes improving conditions for bicycle transportation, largely
in support of long-advanced city goals of reducing greenhouse gas emissions and creating
healthy active communities; and

Whereas neighborhood greenways in NW Portland were improved through various projects;
and

Whereas the Northwest in Motion (NWIM) Plan was approved by city council following three
years of public engagement that included more than 31 open public meetings, open houses
and bicycle rides; and

Whereas those improvements included a staged installation of traffic diverters so that city
guidance for safe and comfortable operations on the neighborhood greenways would be
achieved; and

Whereas our belief is that those conditions have been achieved; and

Whereas there are clear identified issues with livability and crime in the area; and

Whereas limited engagement has resulted in a set of proposals that remove the
improvements resulting from the NWIM process; and

Whereas there should be a better effort to achieve a "win-win" that addresses the multiple,
complex goals held dear by Portland; and

Whereas Portland identifies Anti-racism, Equity, Transparency, Communication,
Collaboration and Fiscal Responsibility as core values; and

Whereas the current proposal from the Portland Environment Management Office to remove
diverters on neighborhood greenways would be improved with more transparency,
communication, and collaboration; and

Whereas we find the memo from City Administrator Jordan provides insufficient justification
for the removal of traffic diverters; and
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Whereas the city has policies to pursue Vision Zero (zero traffic fatalities), as expressed in the
2035 Comprehensive Plan Goal 9.A: Safety; and

Whereas measures to address legitimate livability concerns should not increase the risks of
serious injuries and fatalities; and

Whereas the Bicycle Advisory Committee heard at their August 12, 2025 public meeting
powerful and unanimous testimony in support of keeping the diverters from neighbors,
community members, and others who bicycle, drive and walk;

Now, therefore be it resolved by the City of Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee to advise the
city

1. That we oppose the removal of traffic diverters;

2. Do notremove traffic diverters at Everett and 20", at Johnson and 15" and Johnson
and 14" that provide safe and comfortable operating conditions on neighborhood
greenways; and

3. Engagein atransparent and data-driven process that involves multiple stakeholders
including the city’s Bicycle Advisory Committee to address issues of livability and
safe bicycle transportation in a collaborative and transparent manner.

The committee provides this advice in the spirit of conducting business in "The Portland
Way": achieving multiple goals, respecting the opinions and work of many residents and
honoring Portland’s four decades of investment in creating one of the best bicycle systems in
the US.

Adopted by the Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee
August 12, 2025
Prepared by Jim Middaugh:RG
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