Bicycle Advisory Committee
Meeting NOTES

August 11, 2026 | 6:00 - 8:00 p.m.
Portland Building, Room 216 & Zoom

BAC Members in attendance: Jim Middaugh, Joseph Perez, Cameron Bennett, Gianna
Bortoli, Caitlin Clark, Emilia Day, Sabrina Freewynn, Carol Hasenberg, Scott Kelly, Brian
Larrow, Alon Rabb, Katherine Sheie, Raquel Stewart, Jessica Tran, David Weymann, Max
Woodbury,

BAC Members absent: Zoe Saccio

City staff: Sean Doyle, Roger Geller, Kristin Hull, Kathryn Doherty-Chapman, Liz Rickles, Russ
Brooks, Liz Hormann, Phil Nameny

Other attendees: John Nurse, Jeff Weitzel, Catherine Mushel, David Hampsten, Eric Wilhelm,
Matthew Cole, Paul Buchanan, Matt Landin

Short Summary

The August BAC meeting opened with a Vision Zero fatal crash report, primarily involving
motorcycle collisions and one pedestrian death. Committee members shared updates and
concerns, including the upcoming five-week southbound I-5 closure at the Rose Quarter
and PBOT’s traffic-management strategy to protect neighborhood greenways and ensure
safety during anticipated congestion.

Members celebrated recent bike-focused events—Guinness World Record e-bike ride,
Bridge Pedal, Sunday Parkways—and highlighted emerging infrastructure improvements.
They raised concerns about federal transportation funding cuts, potential impacts on
Portland projects, and emphasized advocacy for safer conditions on West Burnside.

PBOT planners presented major updates on the East Portland safety and bikeway
transformations along 122nd Ave and 148th Ave, including wider protected bike lanes,
median islands with trees, new crossings, and lane reductions designed to calm traffic and
improve multimodal travel. Committee members asked detailed questions about design,
safety features, bus operations, signal changes, and turning movements.

The meeting concluded with a presentation on upcoming bike parking code updates,
including state-mandated rollbacks, and an introduction of PBOT’s new administrative rule
to allow four-wheeled electric micro-freight vehicles (“quads”) to operate in bike lanes and
streets, intended to support lower-emission freight delivery. Committee members
expressed cautious optimism and asked about safety, enforcement, parking, and
right-of-way use.



Full Meeting Notes

Announcements
Vision Zero Fatal Crash Update

John provided information on people who died in traffic crashes since the July 14 meeting.
Key incidents:

July 14 — Aaron Roy (motorcyclist) died after leaving the roadway and striking a pole
on NE Airport Way.

July 19 - Ethan Krebs (motorcyclist) died after striking a barrier wall on a southbound
ramp from NE Columbia Blvd to 33rd.

July 24 — Madison Jenner-John (motorcyclist) died in NW St. Helens/Front Ave area
during a group ride; struck while attempting a U-turn.

July 31 — Sean Matthews (motorcyclist) died after taking an |-84 exit at high speed
and hitting a Jersey barrier.

August 8 - Unnamed pedestrian was killed on SE Powell Blvd after being struck by a
vehicle running a red light.

Many crashes occurred during nighttime or dusk conditions.

Committee Member Hot Topics

I-5 Southbound Rose Quarter Closure
Katherine asked about monitoring impacts on surface streets during the upcoming I-5
closure. PBOT staff shared a detailed update:

Full southbound I-5 closure for up to five weeks starting September 11.
Expected 2-3x normal delays and regional congestion.
Heaviest impacts predicted on MLK Jr Blvd, N Vancouver, N/NE Broadway, N
Mississippi, NE 15th, NE 33rd, Morrison Bridge, I-405, and St. Johns Bridge.
PBOT response focuses on:

o Protecting neighborhood greenways from cut-through traffic

o Temporary signage, barrels, and speed-reader boards

o Signal-timing adjustments

o Additional traffic cameras and remote monitoring

o Coordination with ODOT, TriMet, PBEM
Emphasis on maintaining safe travel for people biking and transit operations.

Members shared reflections on recent events:

Guinness World Record e-bike ride was energetic and successful.

Bridge Pedal, North Portland Sunday Parkways, and other rides showed strong
community turnout.

A protected bi-directional bikeway on Halsey near 82nd was highlighted.

Interest in revisiting long-standing “latent” projects like the Sullivan’s Gulch Trail and
North Portland Greenway.



Brian shared a draft letter supporting Portland’s proposed no-turn-on-red ordinance.
Members noted timing may limit BAC action but appreciated the advocacy.

Members asked whether federal political efforts to cut bike lane funding would affect
Portland. PBOT staff responded:
e Some federal funding changes have already impacted specific projects (e.g.,
Broadway Main Street, 122nd Ave corridors).
o No official federal policy eliminating bike lane funding exists; rhetoric is unclear.
e Current grants remain intact, but future funding landscapes may shift.

North Willamette Improvements
Members praised ongoing improvements benefiting transit riders and cyclists.

Committee members noted reduced evening transit service may increase car dependence,
highlighting the importance of safety investments.

Joe thanked committee members and the public for advocating for safer conditions on
West Burnside. PBOT confirmed:

e The 15th-20th Avenue segment continues forward.

¢ Paving does not preclude safety enhancements.

e Community input strengthened PBOT’s approach.

East Portland Major Bikeway Projects
Presentation: 122nd Avenue - Safety and Connectivity Improvements
Presenter: Kathryn Dougherty-Chapman, PBOT
Kathryn shared major updates on projects along 122nd Ave from Sandy to Foster,
emphasizing:
e A multi-year corridor plan (2018-2023).
¢ A combination of repaving, restriping, signalized crossings, transit improvements,
and street lighting.
e A $20 million federal Safe Streets for All grant for comprehensive safety upgrades
(construction 2027-2029).
Key project components:
e Widened and protected bike lanes
e Intersection redesigns and new signals (e.g., at Stanton)
e Median islands with trees in high-crash areas
e Bus-stop curb extensions
e Protected intersections with bike signals (e.g., at Gleason)
e Lane reductions south of Powell to calm speeds and create a tree-lined boulevard
e Speed limit reduction south of Powell
e Concrete protection at intersections
e 4.5-5miles of physical bike-lane protection
Committee Q&A Topics:
e Parkingvs. bike-lane design trade-offs



e No turn on red at major intersections (confirmed)
¢ Rest-on-red signal programming planned to reduce nighttime speeding
e Bus stop design concerns and visibility
e Bike sensors and detection at signals
e Left-turn bike boxes at 122nd & Market (PBOT to evaluate)
e Driveway density limiting parking-protected bike lanes
e Tree placement constraints due to sewer mains and fire-code requirements
Presentation: 148th Avenue Improvements (Halsey to Powell)
A Metro-funded project adding:
e Eight new pedestrian refuge crossings
e Widened and protected/buffered bike lanes
e Speedreader boards
e Streetlighting
e A wide protected bike/scooter lane where the road currently encourages speeding
e Fixing Our Streets pavement repairs
e Speedreduction to 25 mph
Committee questions covered:
e Pedestrian bulb-outs and crossing safety
e Parking impacts
¢ Bike-lane protection consistency
¢ Wayfinding and greenway connections
e Concerns about driveway frequency limiting design options

Bicycle Parking Code Overview & Regulatory Context
Presenters: Phil Nemeny (Bureau of Planning & Sustainability), Roger Geller (PBOT), Liz
Hormann (PBOT)
Topics covered:
e History of Portland’s bike parking code (1991-2020)
e 2020 update improvements:
o Requirements for larger bikes
o Electrical outlets for e-bikes
o Better security and usability standards
e Current challenges:
o State legislation (SB 1537) now allows developers to reduce bike parking to
0.5 spaces per unit
o Developers may request 100% in-unit bike parking, with minimal justification
o Temporary rollbacks of standards until 2029 and 2032
o Market shifts showing lower voluntary bike-parking provision
e Committee concerns included:
o Need forwider bike parking spacing due to e-bike growth
o Possible disclosure requirements for bike parking in leases
o Non-regulatory market incentives



o Enforcementin cases where bike rooms shown in plans are repurposed or
locked
o Opportunity for PBOT to install more public right-of-way bike parking

Quadcycle Administrative Rule
Presenter: Russ Brooks, PBOT Urban Freight & Logistics Coordinator
PBOT proposes a new rule allowing four-wheeled, pedal-assist cargo vehicles to operate in
Portland:
Why?
e Oregon law only recognizes bikes with <3 wheels.
e Growing freight needs and rising e-commerce (40% increase in recent years).
e Desire toreduce delivery truck impacts on neighborhoods and bike lanes.
Vehicle Definition (proposed):
e Fourwheels
e Seat/saddle
e Operable pedals
e Electric assist capped at 15 mph
e Maximum width 48 inches
e Cargo-only (no passengers)
Where They Can Operate:
e Bike lanes
e Travellanes
e Multi-use paths
¢ Not on sidewalks
Parking & Loading:
e Canuse legal parking spaces (must pay meter if applicable)
¢ Allowed in commercial loading zones at no cost (pilot period)
e PBOT will evaluate curb impacts as part of the broader curb-management strategy
Committee feedback included:
e« Safety concerns for passing slower/heavier vehicles in narrow bike lanes
e Desire for operator training or permitting
e Concerns about vehicles looking too “car-like”
e Strong support for reducing freight truck presence
e Interestin more demos (e.g., Honda Fastport, Beeline trials)
e Potential for increased support for bike infrastructure due to freight-sector use
e Need for micro-hub planning and loading-zone design
PBOT anticipates only a small number of quads in the short term.

Committee Business
In the final portion of the meeting, the BAC addressed three action items:
1. Aletter to the Portland Clean Energy Fund (PCEF) requesting exploration of
expanding its e-bike rebate program to non-e-bike options — approved with one
dissent.



2. Abrief support statement for the Mid-60s Greenway proposal near Mt. Tabor —
approved unanimously.

3. Aright-turn-on-red support letter drafted by Brian — approved pending final review
by Roger.

Public comment included several topics:

e Support for expanding greenway networks.

¢ A lengthy safety concern regarding SHIFT community organization practices and a
request for BAC involvement.

* Concerns about unsafe pavement conditions at the Burnside/Broadway crossing
affecting the downtown Sunday Parkways route.

¢ Arequest for improved responsiveness to street maintenance complaints — especially
blockages in bike lanes.

Committee Business

Consider for approval of letter to Portland Clean Energy Fund (PCEF)

The committee considered a letter recommending that PCEF, during its next program
evaluation, explore whether it is feasible to expand beyond e-bike rebates into additional
bicycle support programs.

A motion to approve was made.

One member offered a friendly amendment, expressing frustration that current bike-
parking code limitations discourage residents from buying larger bikes (e.g., e-bikes or
cargo bikes). The Chair acknowledged the sentiment but noted that this was not directly
relevant to the content of the PCEF letter.

No opposition was voiced except for one member (Chairman), whose dissent was later
noted for the record.

Outcome: Letter approved.

Consider for approval recommendation that the city evaluate the establishment of the
“mini-60s bikeway”

The committee reviewed a brief support statement for Rob Galinakis’ Mid-60s Greenway
proposal.

A motion to approve was offered and seconded.

Outcome: Approved unanimously.

Right-Turn-on-Red Ordinance Support Letter
Brian asked the committee to approve his letter in time to send before an upcoming vote.
Scott had already provided typo corrections.




The Chair recommended approving the letter contingent upon final review and
consultation by Roger, who retains veto authority if necessary. Brian agreed.
Outcome: Approved with condition of Roger’s final review.

Public Comment

Comment 1: Greenway Expansion Suggestion

A commenter suggested that future widespread adoption of micro-freight vehicles could
create opportunities for expanding straight-line neighborhood greenways, improving
citywide bike connectivity.

Comment 2: Safety Concerns Regarding SHIFT Community Organization

Speaker: Matt Landon
Matt raised serious safety concerns about SHIFT.
He requested:
o BAC members become mandatory reporters.
o BAC require mandatory reporter status for any program receiving committee-
endorsed support or funding.
Sunday Parkways temporarily stop SHIFT tabling at events.
o Community members join SHIFT’s board to increase transparency and safety
oversight.
Matt provided printed copies of his complaint and offered to bring more next month.

Burnside & Broadway Pavement Conditions (Sunday Parkways Bike Bus)
Speaker: John Nurse-Mayes
John described conducting route safety checks for upcoming Sunday Parkways bike bus
routes and expressed concern about pavement quality at the Burnside/Broadway crossing:
e Crossing is extremely rough regardless of bike type or suspension.
e This crossing is the “gateway” into downtown for newer cyclists participating in
Sunday Parkways.
¢ John emphasized that the physical impact of this crossing may discourage new
riders.
e Requested BAC and PBOT motivate a repair effort before the event.

Street Maintenance Complaint System Ineffectiveness
Speaker: Eric Wilhelm
Eric raised issues with the city’s complaint systems (formerly PDX Reporter, 823-SAFE,
etc.):
e Problems reported by cyclists often result in redirecting callers rather than resolving
issues.
e Lack of transparency: complainants cannot see whether issues are being tracked or
resolved.
e Many complaints receive responses effectively telling users to report the issue
elsewhere.




e Example: a large sign blocking the bike lane on the east end of the Hawthorne
Bridge, protected by cones, forcing cyclists into traffic despite an oversized adjacent
car lane.

He requested that complaints be directly accepted and resolved without deflection.

The Chair acknowledged shared frustrations with blocked bike lanes, thanked all speakers,
and expressed appreciation for the committee’s productivity during the meeting. Though
running long, the committee accomplished major agenda items and looks forward to
reconvening next month.

City staff drafted this content with the support of Microsoft Copilot



