
 

 
 

CITY OF PORTLAND BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION 

Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Working to Make Bicycling a Part of Daily Life in Portland 
 
1001 SW 5th Avenue, Room 1300 
Portland OR 97204 

August 13, 2025 
 
To: Millicent Williams, Director Portland Bureau of Transportation; 

Members of the Council Transportation & Infrastructure 
Subcommittee; Priya Dhanapal Deputy, City Administrator 

From: Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) 
Re: Support for Bike Bus Pilot Program 
 
The Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) offers the following advice regarding recent requests 
from local bike bus leaders. First, some background. Local bike bus leaders asked the BAC to endorse 
three things:  
 

1. Ensure no more than 500 cars per day travel on neighborhood greenways used by bike buses 
(current city guidance is 1000).  

2. Create these conditions for all 25 identified bike buses; and  
3. Install required treatments by the fall of 2025.  

 
The BAC supports the bike bus leaders’ goals. The BAC also recognizes that achieving these goals will 
require robust community engagement, effective design, and adequate resources for implementation. 
 
That is why the BAC advises the City Council to adopt a resolution endorsing three current PBOT 
projects that support bike buses, with some specific guidance. The three projects are:  
 

1. A Metro-funded wayfinding project. 
2. A GTR-funded effort to improve intersections near selected schools; and  
3. A $500,000 Fixing Our Street project to improve neighborhood greenways used by bike buses 

in each Council district. 
 
The BAC advises that the resolution call on PBOT to: 
 

1. Treat the FOS project as an opportunity to pilot car volume guidance that better reflects the 
city’s policy to build bikeways that are safe and comfortable to people of all ages and abilities. 
We recommend the city implement conditions along the pilot greenways that approach no 
more than 500 cars per day. 

2. Use temporary materials to test the above conditions as part of the public engagement and 
project development phase where there are demonstrated levels of neighborhood support.  

3. Thoroughly evaluate the pilot and use the results to update guidance city wide. 
4. Seek additional funding to realize the vision that all routes identified by advocates feel safe and 

comfortable for children riding to school. 
 
Bike Bus Leaders represent the best of Portland. They volunteer their time to ensure the safety of 
school children, and to develop the next generation of active commuters consistent with Portland’s 
vision for 2030.  
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At this time in Portland’s history city leaders need to harness volunteer vision, passion, and leadership 
more than ever. Bike bus leaders are, and will continue, to provide support to the city in achieving 
adopted goals. Please adopt a resolution to help leverage PBOT’s existing work with the amazing civic 
volunteers leading the bike bus campaign.  
 
We ask for a response to this letter.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jim Middaugh, Chairperson   Joseph Perez, Vice-Chairperson 
City of Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee  City of Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee 


