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City of Portland Bike Parking 
101 and Code History
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Bicycle Parking Code through the years 1990
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Bicycle Parking Code through the years 2026
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Title 33 – Development Requirements

Short-term Parking Long-term Parking 
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Major topics 
addressed by 
2020 Code 
Update Project
• Adequate amounts

• Location options

• Usability

• Secure and safe to 
use 

• Feasible and 
flexible regulations
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Two tier approach to establishing minimum bicycle parking amounts

Standard A:
• Central City
• Inner 

Neighborhoods
• Gateway District
• Swan Island
• St. Johns & Lents 

Town Centers

Standard B:
• Western 

Neighborhoods
• Eastern 

Neighborhoods
• River 
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Location

3. Specify options for location of long-
term bicycle parking. 

4. Require a percentage of long-term 
bicycle parking to be in bike rooms. 

5. In mixed-use developments, ensure 
all building tenants have access to 
long-term bicycle parking. 
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Challenges with bike parking placed in the dwelling unit

• Convenience – People don’t want to bring their wet and 
dirty bikes into their living unit.

• Accessibility – heavy and large bikes can’t be lifted, 
should not be the expectation that people will carry their 
bike up and downstairs. 

• Availability – when a rack is just provided in the unit, that 
rack may not last beyond the first tenant and thus no bike 
parking is available over the lifetime of the building. 
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In-unit design standards – added at Planning & 
Sustainability Commission 

Bicycle parking provided within the unit must meet the following: 

• Located within 15 feet of the entrance

• Located in a closet or alcove that includes a bicycle rack
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Usability

6. Require applicants to provide sufficient 
bicycle rack detail in submitted plans. 

7. Ensure that double-decker racks include a 
lift-assisted mechanism to access the 
upper tier. 

8. Require a minimum percentage of long-
term bicycle parking to be provided in 
horizontal racks.* 

9. Provide a few bicycle parking spaces for 
larger bikes, like recumbents or bikes with 
trailers.* 

10. Require a minimum number of electrical 
sockets that are accessible to horizontal 
bike parking spaces.* 

*for projects that required more than 20 bike parking spaces
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Security and Weather 
Protection

11. Streamline and narrow the security 
requirements for long-term bicycle 
parking to help prevent bicycle theft. 

12. Enhance personal safety by requiring 
lighting for long-term bicycle parking. 

13. Require 100% of long-term bicycle 
parking to be covered to provide 
weather protection. 
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Streamlining & 
Flexibility

14. Increase options for space saving racks in 
code. 

15. Streamline spacing requirements for 
horizontal and diagonal racks to better 
match the right-of-way standards. 

16. Exempt bike room space from Floor Area 
Ratios (FAR). 

17. Remove the all or nothing aspect of the 
Short-term Bicycle Parking Fund. 

18. Add the major remodel threshold to 
nonconforming development to require both 
short– and long-term bicycle parking to be 
brought up to code. 

19. Allow the conversion of existing required 
parking spaces to required bicycle parking. 
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Portland bicycle parking code over time
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Portland bicycle parking code over time
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Portland bicycle parking code over time
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Portland bicycle parking code and multi-dwelling developments

Locations for long-term parking

Household 
Living

2000 2015 2025 Current (HRR)*
(expires 1/1/29)

Multi-
dwelling

300’
In a locked 
room
In a dwelling 
unit (w/o racks)

300’
In a locked room
(could be in a 
dwelling unit, ie., 
a locked room, 
with a rack)

300’
Fewer than 12 units:
100% in unit

More than 12 units:
50% in unit
rack in alcove / closet 
within 15’ of entrance

5% of spaces 
accommodate larger 
bicycles

5% of spaces with 
access to electricity

300’
Fewer than 12 units:
100% in unit

More than 12 units:
50% in unit
rack in alcove / closet 
within 15’ of entrance

5% of spaces 
accommodate larger 
bicycles^

5% of spaces with 
access to electricity

*Housing Regulatory Relief

^Exempts residential uses
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Current Regulatory Landscape

• Housing Regulatory Relief Project – passed by Portland City Council on 
January 31, 2024 and effective March 1, 2024. Creates temporary waivers and makes 
permanent changes to zoning regulations to streamline the process of housing 
construction. The project addresses several issues identified in the housing 
production/regulation survey done by Commissioner Rubio and BDS. Bike parking was 
one of many topics addressed. In place until January 1, 2029. 

• Senate Bill 1537 – signed into law on May 6, 2024 with an effective date of 
1/1/25, (similar bill didn’t pass by one vote in 2023). It is a housing production law 
to address state’s housing crisis by requiring local jurisdictions to approve 
adjustments to certain standards for qualifying residential developments. Bike 
parking is one of the standards addressed. It also created a Housing Accountability 
and Production Office to monitor jurisdiction’s housing goals. The adjustment 
requirement is in place until January 2, 2032.
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Housing Regulatory Relief

• Temporarily (for 5 years – 3/1/2024 - 1/1/2029) – reduce the bicycle parking amounts 
for buildings with residential units: 

• Reduce Standard A from 1.5 bike parking spaces per unit to 1 bike parking space 
per unit.

• Reduce Standard B from 1.1 bike parking spaces per unit to .7 bike parking space 
per unit. 

• Temporarily (for 5 years – January 1, 2029) – remove the large bike space requirement 
for projects that require more than 20 long-term bicycle parking spaces, they must 
include 5% of those spaces be 3’x10’ to accommodate larger, cargo bicycles. 

• Permanently remove the in-unit design standards for bicycle parking – that the bike 
rack must be within 15 feet of the entrance of the dwelling unit and must be in a 
dedicated alcove or closet. 
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Housing Regulatory Relief
• Temporarily remove requirement to upgrade sites for nonconforming development 

(including bike parking) when significant alterations are proposed: 
• Housing Regulatory Relief (HRR) project temporarily removed requirement for 

existing development with residences, from 3/1/24-1/1/29.
• Code Alignment Project (CAP 1) temporarily removed requirement for all existing 

development from 10/24/25 to 1/1/29. 

• The impact of changes planned to be analyzed by BPS/PBOT, starting in 2027. 
However, it will likely be overshadowed by SB1537. 

Impact of Housing Regulatory Relief: 
• New construction multi-unit buildings may have less bike parking to support demand over the lifetime 

of the building.
• Racks provided in unit can be placed anywhere, making it more likely to be placed in inconvenient 

spaces AND/OR be removed.
• In unit racks don’t contribute to the collective need of bike parking at a building where there are 

units that may not need/ want any bike parking and units where multiple bike parking spaces are 
needed.  

• Existing buildings do not need to upgrade their short- or long-term bike parking until January 1, 2029.
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Senate Bill 1537  

• Allows adjustments to development standards for projects that include housing units.

• Has an end date of January 2, 2032 (could be subject to future legislation).

• Reduces the number of bike parking spaces to 0.5 spaces per unit.

• Allow adjustments to bike parking locations within the building.  

• (Note: Portland attempted to align with this bill through the Housing Adjustment 
Compliance Project and a request to be exempted from the bill. The request to the 
State was denied.)
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Senate Bill 1537  

• There is a very low bar for the developer to claim that reduction of bike parking 
standards will positively impact the number of units, unit affordability and/or 
project feasibility. No proof is required, and waivers are easily attained. 

• Developers have gained approval to adjust number and location in 2025/26 impacting 
approximately 700 units, including affordable units.

Impact of SB1537: 
• New construction multi-unit buildings have less bike parking to support demand over the 

lifetime of the building. SB 1537 removes local discretionary review options/mitigation.
• It can allow all bike parking to be provided in the unit – and issues associated with allowing 

that.
• Racks provided in unit can be placed anywhere, making it more likely to be placed in 

inconvenient spaces AND be removed.
• In unit racks don’t contribute to the collective need of bike parking at a building where 

there are units that may not need/ want any bike parking and units where multiple bike 
parking spaces are needed.  

• Combination of these factors may mean some residents have no bike parking access, if no 
common room is provided (0.5 space/unit) and resident is not in an apartment with an in-
room rack.
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Example of SB 1537 Decision

• Simplified Decision and 
Notice

• Must be approved if it is 
within density criteria and 
applicant provides 
approvable statement

• Decision is a Type I 
process with limited 
notice.

• Appeal only allowed to 
applicant. Neighbors 
cannot appeal the 
decision.
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Factors influencing bike storage demand in Portland 

• Growth of e-bike use – bike count data and PCEF e-bike rebate

• PDX Bike Bus boom and complementary bike giveaways with schools and families

• Mayor’s C20 – Best Bike City by 2030
• Regain our national leading role in biking
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How to address New Construction 

In acknowledgement that current regulations are in place until 2029 and 
2032. 

Potential Strategies for next few years:

• Research and analysis of impacts from Housing Regulatory Relief and SB 1537 – 
timeline is 2027 to 2028.

• Monitor state/local housing initiatives with current regulatory policies to 
determine future options. 

• Based on research, consider changes in bike parking code to address key areas 
that have been highlighted by advocates, applicants and research findings. 

Note: Current state and local (City Council) measures have swung towards fostering housing production and 
removing barriers and regulatory requirements.
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Questions and 
Discussion 
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