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Bicycle Parking Code through the years

1990

through C or M Zones so far as possible
rather than through B or A Zones.
(Repealed by Ord, Mo. 158535
May 22, 1986.)
- In ®Z, R, BH, RX, C5, C4,
C3 €2, CX and M3 Zones, off-street
parking and maneuvering areas, exclusive
ol required  bullering  adjacent to
Residentlal Zones and rights-of-way, shall
be provided with Internal landscaping
according to the following schedule:

10 spaces or less: Mo additional
landscaping reguired

Il to 20 spacest 5 g L per parking
L e

2l to %0 spaces: 10 sq. ft. per parking

space
&1 and up: 13 sq. ft. per parking
space
( In M2 and kil zoned areas,

surface parking lots shall be divided inmto
landscaped bays of no more than 30 spaces
each. Where parking stalls are located on
both sides of a mator vehicle access drive,
the spaces on both sides of such access drive
shall be considersd part of the same bay.
Landscaped bays shall be % feet wide and
planted with bath growing ground cover and
trees. Planting of trees shall conform to
the City's stroet planting guidelines and
shall hawe the planting layout POV
the Fire Eureau.F (-'"-’s 5‘?" o, B ’e? "t:?l"’
[{1] Sidewalk link. In C2, O3, C&,
C5 and M3 zoned areas, a sidewalk link at
least 5 feet in wldth must be provided
between the principal building entrance and
surrounding public sidewalks. Sidewalk links
shall be pert of a clroulatlon system which
connects  the principal  building, other
buildings oo-site of on adjacent sites, and
the public sidewalk system. Sidewalk links
should be placed along  slde ot
lines/landscaped areas rather tham through
parking areas as  much  as practical.
Sidewall links crossing parking,
drive-through lanes or loading areas shall be
wisibly raised and of a different material,
Any area treated in compliance with
the building location  requirement  of
Paragraph  33,82.035 (&} (I} constitutes
complignce with this Subsection

TITLE 33
PLANNING AND ZOMNING

L] In Commercial, Manulacturing
and Employment Zones, where a parking lot
is located more than 300 leet from an R
Zone, parking ereas sbutting a right-of-way
designated In the City's Arterial Strects
Classificarion  Folicy as a  Regional
Transitway, Major City Transit Street,
Miner City Transit Street, Pedestrian Path,
Pedestrianway; Bicycle Pathway, or Local
Service Street must be screened. SCreenin)
must be in confermance with Paragraph (|
ol this Section.

0] Landscaping. In 2, C3, C4, C3
and W3 zoned areas, a minimum ol 10
percont of the gross site must be landscaped
with green growing ground cover, unless the
site is designed to meet the reguirements of
Section 3382035 (ab {I1). Any on-site
landscaping required by Title 33 or areas
paved in accordance with the bullding
location regulation, will be applied toward
the |0 percent requirement.

) Bicycle parking as required by
this Title shall meet the following
requirementss

L4}] Bicycle parking requirements
can be met In any one of the following ways:

A Providing storage space inside
the building in view of the bicycle owner.

B. Providing a bicycle storage

=) Providing bicycle lockers or
racks in any parking structure accessory to
the principal use or outside the bullding or
structure housing the principal use.

D. Providing bicycle racks on the
public  right-of-way. Approval must be
requested from and granted by the Bureau
of Street and Structural Engineering before
this method may be utilized.

(2) Required bicycle parking spaces
located outside of the structure housing the
principal use shall be placed at no greater
distance from the strecture's principal
entrence than the closest oif-street motor
wohicle parking associated with the wse
unless the bicycle parking is placed at a
light rabl station. Required bicycle parking
may be located at a light rall station if the
station |s within %00 feet of the structurc
housing the principal wse and if the bicycle

parking ls covered and s placed within 200
Test of the station

{3 Required bleycle parking spaces
located out of doors shall be visible Irom
the sidewalk adjacent to the property onto
which the principal entrance to the building
opens.

() Bicycle parking racks or lockers
shall be anchored securely.
(3 The intent of this Subsection is

to ensure that required bleycle racks are
designed so that bicycles may be securely
locked to them without ungdue inconvenience
and will be reasonably safeguarded from
Intentional or accidental damage.

As Bicycle  racks  shall  hold
bicycles securely by means of the frame.
The irame shall be supported so that the
bicycle cannot be pushed or fall to one side
In a manner that will damage the wheels.

B. Bleycle racks shall
accommodate:
{ Locking the frame and both

wheels to the rack with a high-security
U-shaped shackle lock, |f the bicyclist
removes the front wheel; and

(idy Locking the frame and one
wheel to the rack with & high-security
U-shaped shackle lock, if the bicyclist
leaves both wheels on the bicycle; and

LT Locking the frame and both
wheels to the rack with a chain or cable not
lenger than & feet without removal of the
front wheel.

Cs Staff of the alternative
transpartation program in the Bureau of
Transpertation Enginecring shall make an
initial determination as to whether a rack
mests the requirements of this Section.

D. Any person or organization who
is denied approval of a proposed bicycle
rack because it does not meet  the
requirements of this Section, but who feels
the rack meets the intent stated above, may
appeal the denial. Appeals shall be filed by
writing & letter to the Chlef Engineer of the
Bureau of Transportation Engineering asking
for review of the stalf decision of denial.
The letter shall describe the applicant's
rack, describe how It meets the intent of
this Section, and how staff erred in denying
approval. The Chiel Engineer shall reply to
the applicant within 30 days, In writing,

TITLE 33
PLANNING AND ZONING

either granting or denying the appeal.

lﬁls An aisle far bicycle
rmaneuvering  shall be  provided and
maintained beside or between each row of
bicycle parking. This aisle shall be at least
5 feet wide.

(7) Each required bicycle parking
space shall be accessible without moving
another bicycle.

Bicycle parking spaces required
by this Chapter shall not be rented or leased
oxcept where required motor vehicle
parking is rented or leased.

Areas set aside for required
bicycle parking shall be clearly marked and
reserved lor bloycle parking only.

Parking for the disabled shall
be  the closest perking spaces o &n
accessible entrance of the structure which
Is reached by travel on an accessible
circulation route and subject to requrements
specified in ANE ALI7.1-1980 and Section
3108 of the Oregon State Strectural and
Speclalty Code (1982 ed). Parking spaces
must be placed adjacent to a walk system
with a hard surface that is accessible frem
the space.

3382035 B DOrientation.
(Added by Ord. Mo 16121% effective Sept.

(a) Bullding erientation in C2, C3,
Ch, C5F and M3 zones. The following
regulations apply to all sites within & C3, C4
or CJ zone. Within a C2 or M3 zone these
regulations apply to sites fronting a major
or miner transit street which do not also
abut a truck route or state highway. fuajor
and minor transit streets are specilied in
the most recent update of Portland's
Arterial  Streets  Classification Policy.
Truck routes and state highways are shown
on Map |, located at the back of this
Chapter.

(V] Building  location. hiotor
wehicle parking and/or maneuvering is net
allowed between any building and the public
right=of-way. The land between the building
and the street shall be landscaped or
hard-surfaced, or a mix of both, lor use by
pedestrians,. In C2 or M3 Zones, this
requirement will apply only to lots fronting
an transit streets.

3 ETS]
03311589 PETEITEY]
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Bicycle Parking Code through the years
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Title 33 - Development Requirements
. Location requirements
2) Amount of required bike parking
. Rack design requirements

@) Security requirements

Short-term Parking Long-term Parking

Portland.gov/transportation




Major topics
addressed by
2020 Code

Update Project

« Adequate amounts
» Location options
 Usability

e Secure and safe to
use

 Feasible and
flexible regulations
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Two tier approach to establishing minimum bicycle parking amounts
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Standard A:

Central City
Inner
Neighborhoods
Gateway District
Swan Island

St. Johns & Lents
Town Centers

Standard B:

Western
Neighborhoods
Eastern
Neighborhoods
River



Location

3. Specify options for location of long-
term bicycle parking.

4. Require a percentage of long-term
bicycle parking to be in bike rooms.

. In mixed-use developments, ensure
E‘ : all building tenants have access to
. long-term bicycle parking.

Portlandoregon.gov/transportation



Challenges with bike parking placed in the dwelling unit

* Convenience — People don’t want to bring their wet and
dirty bikes into their living unit.

* Accessibility — heavy and large bikes can’t be lifted,
should not be the expectation that people will carry their
bike up and downstairs.

* Availability — when a rack is just provided in the unit, that
rack may not last beyond the first tenant and thus no bike
parking is available over the lifetime of the building.

Portlandoregon.gov/transportation
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In-unit design standards - added at Planning &
Sustainability Commission

—— e —— —

==

e Bicycle parking provided within the unit must meet the following:

 Located within 15 feet of the entrance

< Located in a closet or alcove that includes a bicycle rack y

Portlandoregon.gov/transportation



Usability

6. Require apﬁlicant.s to provide sufficient
bicycle rack detail in submitted plans.

7. Ensure that double-decker racks include a
lift-assisted mechanism to access the
upper tier.

8. Require a minimum percentage of long-
term bicycle parking to be provided in
horizontal racks.”

9. Provide a few bicycle parking spaces for
,lcar er bl*kes, like recumbents or bikes with
railers.

10. Require a minimum number of electrical
sockets that are accessible to horizontal
bike parking spaces.*

*for projects that required more than 20 bike parking spaces

ol



Security and Weather
Protection

11. Streamline and narrow the security
requirements for long-term bicycle
parking to help prevent bicycle theft.

12. Enhance personal safety by requiring
lighting for long-term bicycle parking.

13. Require 100% of long-term bicycle
parking to be covered to provide
weather protection.



Streamlining &
Flexibility

14.

15.

16.
17.

18.

19.

Incdrease options for space saving racks in
code.

Streamline spacing requirements for
horizontal and diagonal racks to better
match the right-of-way standards.

Exempt bike room space from Floor Area
Ratios (FAR).

Remove the all or nothing aspect of the
Short-term Bicycle Parking Fund.

Add the major remodel threshold to
nonconforming development to require both
short- and long-term bicycle parking to be
brought up to code.

Allow the conversion of existing required
parking spaces to required bicycle parking.

.,0“‘ LA 7

& D

@
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Portland bicycle parking code over time

~1994-2020 After 2020 A After 2020 B
parking type (LT = long-term; ST = short-term) LT ST LT ST LT ST
Retail Sales and Service # spaces per sf 12,000 5,000 3,800 2,700 7,500 4,400
Restaurant and Bar # spaces per sf NA NA 2,300 1,000 4,800 1,600
Office # spaces per sf 10,000 40,000 1,800 20,000 3,500 33,000
Schools K-8 # spaces / classroom (LT) 2 0 6 25,000 5 100,000
Schools 9-12 # spaces / classroom (LT) 4 0 5 25,000 5 100,000

Portland.gov/transportation I Bo 18
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Portland bicycle parking code over time

~1994-2020 After 2020 A After 2020 B

parking type (LT = long-term; ST = short-term)| LT ST LT ST LT ST

pre 2020: 1 space / # of units

Multi-Dwelling  post2020: 4 20 1.5 20 1.1 20
LT # spaces / unit

ST: 1 space/# of units

pre 2020: 1 space/ # of units

Group L“"ng post2020: 1 space/ # of 20 0 4 20 4 20
bedrooms

Units with

restricted 1 space/ # of bedrooms NA NA 5 20 10 20

tenancy
pre 2020: 1 space/ # of residents

Group Living

. post 2020: 8 0 4 4 4 4
(dormitory) LT: 1 space/ # of bedrooms

ST. total spaces

Portland.gov/transportation : I Bo pi=)
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Portland bicycle parking code over time

~1994-2020 After 2020 A After 2020 B HRR* A HRR* B

parking type (LT = long-term; ST = short-term)| LT ST LT ST LT ST LT ST LT ST

pre 2020: 1 space / # of units

Multi-Dwelling  post2020: 4 20 1.5 20 1.1 20 1 20 0.7 20
LT # spaces / unit
ST: 1 space/# of units

pre 2020: 1 space/ # of units

Group Living 05t 2020 1 space/ $ of 20 0 4 20 4 20 4 20 4 20
bedrooms

Units with

restricted 1 space/ # of bedrooms NA NA 5 20 10 20 10 20 10 20

tenancy
pre 2020: 1 space/ # of residents

Group Living

. post 2020: 8 0 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4
(dormitory) LT: 1 space/ # of bedrooms

ST. total spaces

* Housing Regulatory Relief; expires 1/1/2029

Portland.gov/transportation I Bo 20
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Portland bicycle parking code and multi-dwelling developments

Locations for long-term parking

Household 2000 2015
Living
Multi- 300’ 300’
dwelling In a locked In a locked room
room (could be ina
In a dwelling dwelling unit, ie.,

a locked room,
with a rack)

unit (w/o racks)

*Housing Regulatory Relief

“"Exempts residential uses

Portland.gov/transportation

2025

300’
Fewer than 12 units:
100% in unit

More than 12 units:
50% in unit

rack in alcove / closet
within 15’ of entrance

5% of spaces
accommodate larger
bicycles

5% of spaces with
access to electricity

Current (HRR)*
(expires 1/1/29)

300’
Fewer than 12 units:
100% in unit

More than 12 units:

50% in unit

rack-inalcoveLcloset
thin 157 of

5% of spaces
accommodate larger
bicycles”

5% of spaces with
access to electricity

PBOT .

PORTLAND BUREAU OF TRANSPORTATION



Current Regulatory Landscape

* Housing Regulatory Relief Project - passed by Portland City Council on
January 31, 2024 and effective March 1, 2024. Creates temporary waivers and makes
permanent changes to zoning regulations to streamline the process of housing
construction. The project addresses several issues identified in the housing
production/regulation survey done by Commissioner Rubio and BDS. Bike parking was
one of many topics addressed. In place until January 1, 2029.

* Senate Bill 1537 - signed into law on May 6, 2024 with an effective date of
1/1/25, (similar bill didn’t pass by one vote in 2023). It is a housing production law
to address state’s housing crisis by requiring local jurisdictions to approve
adjustments to certain standards for qualifying residential developments. Bike
parking is one of the standards addressed. It also created a Housing Accountability
and Production Office to monitor jurisdiction’s housing goals. The adjustment
requirement is in place until January 2, 2032.

Portlandoregon.gov/transportation




Housing Regulatory Relief

« Temporarily (for 5 years - 3/1/2024 - 1/1/2029) - reduce the bicycle parking amounts
for buildings with residential units:

* Reduce Standard A from 1.5 bike parking spaces per unit to 1 bike parking space
per unit.

* Reduce Standard B from 1.1 bike parking spaces per unit to .7 bike parking space
per unit.

« Temporarily (for 5 years - January 1, 2029) - remove the large bike space requirement
for projects that require more than 20 long-term bicycle parking spaces, they must
include 5% of those spaces be 3’x10’ to accommodate larger, cargo bicycles.

* Permanently remove the in-unit design standards for bicycle parking - that the bike
rack must be within 15 feet of the entrance of the dwelling unit and must be in a
dedicated alcove or closet.

Portland.gov/transportation




Housing Regulatory Relief

« Temporarily remove requirement to upgrade sites for nonconforming development
(including bike parking) when significant alterations are proposed:

* Housing Regulatory Relief (HRR) project temporarily removed requirement for
existing development with residences, from 3/1/24-1/1/29.

* Code Alignment Project (CAP 1) temporarily removed requirement for all existing
development from 10/24/25 to 1/1/29.

« The impact of changes planned to be analyzed by BPS/PBOT, starting in 2027.
However, it will likely be overshadowed by SB1537.

Impact of Housing Regulatory Relief:

* New construction multi-unit buildings may have less bike parking to support demand over the lifetime
of the building.

» Racks provided in unit can be placed anywhere, making it more likely to be placed in inconvenient
spaces AND/OR be removed.

* In unit racks don’t contribute to the collective need of bike parking at a building where there are
units that may not need/ want any bike parking and units where multiple bike parking spaces are
needed.

» Existing buildings do not need to upgrade their short- or long-term bike parking until January 1, 2029.

Portland.gov/transportation : PBO I 24
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Senate Bill 1537

Allows adjustments to development standards for projects that include housing units.
» Has an end date of January 2, 2032 (could be subject to future legislation).

* Reduces the number of bike parking spaces to 0.5 spaces per unit.

» Allow adjustments to bike parking locations within the building.

* (Note: Portland attempted to align with this bill through the Housing Adjustment
Compliance Project and a request to be exempted from the bill. The request to the
State was denied.)

Portland.gov/transportation




Senate Bill 1537

» There is a very low bar for the developer to claim that reduction of bike parking
standards will positively impact the number of units, unit affordability and/or
project feasibility. No proof is required, and waivers are easily attained.

» Developers have gained approval to adjust number and location in 2025/26 impacting
approximately 700 units, including affordable units.

Impact of SB1537:

* New construction multi-unit buildings have less bike parking to support demand over the
lifetime of the building. SB 1537 removes local discretionary review options/mitigation.

» It can allow all bike parking to be provided in the unit - and issues associated with allowing
that.

» Racks provided in unit can be placed anywhere, making it more likely to be placed in
inconvenient spaces AND be removed.

* In unit racks don’t contribute to the collective need of bike parking at a building where
there are units that may not need/ want any bike parking and units where multiple bike
parking spaces are needed.

« Combination of these factors may mean some residents have no bike parking access, if no
common room is provided (0.5 space/unit) and resident is not in an apartment with an in-
room rack.

Portland.gov/transportation
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Example of SB 1537 Decision

Decision Motice for LU #26-102685 AD 5B 1537 Mandatory Adjustmeants Page 5
° aingplified Decision and Decision Approval of two (2) Adjustments (SB 1537) ta:
otice
1. Reduce the minimum required long-term bike parking from 1 spaca
e Must be approved if it is per unit (59 spaces) to ¥ space per unit (30 spaces) (SB 1537
W]th] n density criteria and {4)(ghAli) and PZC Section 33.266.200/Table 265-6).

applicant provides

approvable statement 2. Increase the number of bike parking spaceas allowed within the

dwalling units from 50% to B0%. (SB 1537 (4)(g){&)(i)) and PZC

. Decision iS a Type | Saction 33.266.210.0.1.a.(2)f Tabla 130-3).
r ith imi i -
ﬁ o(%fce eS s with limited Dacision Making = Final decision issued within 120 days of the application being
¢ [Proceas deamed complata, unless axtended by the applicant. The
N application was submitted on Decembear 23, 2025, and deemed
Appeal Only a.llowed to complets on January 6, 2026. Tha 120 days will axpire on May &,
applicant. Nellghhbors p—
gan nOt appea the = 5B 1537 requires approval by the City unless there is a reason the
ecision. reguest is not eligible to use 5B 1537.
A ppeal Process Under 5B 1537, only the applicant can appeal the decision to the

Cregon Land Usa Board of Appeals (LUBA) within 21 days of the data

the decision is mailed as specified in Oregon revisad Statute (ORS)
197.830.
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Factors influencing bike storage demand in Portland

» Growth of e-bike use - bike count data and PCEF e-bike rebate

« PDX Bike Bus boom and complementary bike giveaways with schools and families

« Mayor’s C20 - Best Bike City by 2030
» Regain our national leading role in biking
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How to address New Construction

In acknowledgement that current regulations are in place until 2029 and
2032.

Potential Strategies for next few years:

« Research and analysis of impacts from Housing Regulatory Relief and SB 1537 -
timeline is 2027 to 2028.

« Monitor state/local housing initiatives with current regulatory policies to
determine future options.

« Based on research, consider changes in bike parking code to address key areas
that have been highlighted by advocates, applicants and research findings.

Note: Current state and local (City Council) measures have swung towards fostering housing production and
removing barriers and regulatory requirements.
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Questions and
Discussion
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