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May 14, 2026 
 
Mayor Keith Wilson 
Portland City Hall 
 
Dear Mayor Wilson,  
 
The City of Portland Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) is writing to express support for ongoing Vision Zero efforts and 
to request additional action by the Portland Police Bureau (PPB) to enhance bicycle safety on city streets. We applaud 
the significant improvements made to City infrastructure, operations, and programming including dedicated bike lanes 
and boxes, reducing speeds, speed and intersection safety cameras, protected turn signals and calming efforts, 
pedestrian head start signaling, street lighting, and improved intersection visibility that have put Portland on the 
forefront of safe street efforts.  
 
We simultaneously recognize that there is a safety gap that still needs to be addressed. Over the years, BAC members 
and members of the public have shared stories of driving behaviors that threaten both the safety and comfort of 
bicyclists throughout the city and need to be addressed through enforcement efforts. Furthermore, we believe 
additional enforcement efforts align with and advance your Portland’s Promise. 
 
During the March 2026 BAC meeting, Portland Police Officer McCageor Byrd shared alarming data and program 
information including the significant decline in traffic citations issued (~110,000 in 2013 vs ~16,500 in 2024) and lack of 
traffic enforcement efforts during the daytime (hours of dedicated traffic enforcement are only from 5pm to 3 am). In 
addition, Officer Byrd shared that hours are dedicated to addressing DUIs and crashes, limiting enforcement of other 
infractions.  
 
The impacts of those reduced enforcement efforts are felt by bicyclists throughout the city. As enforcement has 
declined, drivers appear to be taking greater risks, which may be contributing to more aggressive and noncompliant 
driving behavior. These unsafe driving behaviors must be urgently addressed by the City to meet Vision Zero goals. 
 
We ask the City to continue Vision Zero efforts to reduce unsafe street conditions and increase enforcement efforts by 
PPB to support ongoing compliance with city and state traffic enforcement policies. These efforts may include adding 
more safety cameras, hiring or allocating more officers for traffic enforcement efforts, expanding the hours of 
enforcement by dedicated officers, using data to identify areas for enforcement, and expanding focus on all traffic 
infractions. We acknowledge that increased enforcement can bring uncertainty and unease for communities of color so 
we ask that PPB continue to gather data and complete officer trainings to ensure fair, safe, and equitable enforcement 
practices. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and we hope to see these efforts in action soon.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
 
Jim Middaugh, Chair      Joseph Perez, Vice-Chair 


