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Geographic Districts
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Citywide 
elections

4 geographic 
districts



Alternates

Reserve alternates
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District 
Commissioners



District Commission Timeline
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February
Foundational 
work & District 
Plan criteria

March
Public hearing 
on draft District 
Plan criteria

April
Deliberate on input 
received, vote on 
District Plan criteria 
& draft maps

May
Continue to draft 
maps & vote on 
draft District 
Plan

June
Released draft 
District Plan for 
community input

July

Hold eight public 
hearings: two in 
each of the 
proposed districts

August

Deliberate on input 
received & vote on 
District Plan

Sept. 1, 2023

Deadline for 
district approval



Districts: Federal Laws
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Equal Protection Clause of the 14th Amendment

• “one-person, one vote”

Voting Rights Act of 1965

• Section 2



Ensure that each district, as 
nearly as practicable is:

o contiguous and compact

o utilize existing geographic 
or political boundaries

o not divide communities of 
common interest

o be connected by 
transportation links,

o be of equal population

No district will be drawn for 
the purpose of: 

o favoring any political 
party, incumbent elected 
official or other person

o diluting the voting 
strength of any language 
or ethnic minority group. 

Required District Plan Criteria
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District Criteria vs. Data:  
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District Criteria Example Data Sets:

Contiguous and compact N/A— Spatial Assessment

Use existing geographic or political 
boundaries

• School districts
• Neighborhood 

Associations
• Business districts

• Willamette River
• Forest Park, Mt. Tabor, Mt. Scott
• Port of Portland

Not divide communities of common 
interest

• Public input defining those communities

Be connected by transportation links
• Highways
• Streets

• Max lines
• Bus routes

Be of equal population
• 2020 Census
• American Community Survey

Not drawn for the purpose of 
diluting the voting strength of any 
language or ethnic minority group

• 2020 Census
• American Community Survey

Data is used to define criteria 
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Engagement by the numbers

Engagement Efforts As of 5/30/23

Number of people receiving email updates 158

Number of public comments received 136

Number of maps submitted 197

Hours of verbal public comment 3.5

Number of public meetings and hearings 11

Community event participants 85

Community survey responses 75

Stakeholder conversations 26



Draft District Plan
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Draft District Plan
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The Alder map 
is built around 
preserving 
established 
neighborhood 
boundaries. 

Alder 



11

Cedar

The Cedar map 
is built around 
prioritizing 
transit 
corridors.
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The Maple map is 
built around 
keeping much of 
the central city 
together.

Maple



Questions for Community 
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1. Do you see your community reflected in one of these maps?

2. How well do you think these maps reflect the needs of your specific 

community?

3. How well do you think the common themes between the maps reflect 

important priorities?

4. What is missing from these maps?

5. What else should the commission take into consideration?



Comment period closes on Saturday, July 22. We have several 
ways for you to submit your feedback: 

• Online comment form

• Email to DistrictCommission@portlandoregon.gov

• Phone call to 311

• In writing to the: Office of Management and Finance, 
Independent District Commission, 1120 SW 5th Avenue, 
Room 901, Portland, OR 97204

Public Input in any language is welcome

Comment Period on Draft District Plan 
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Public Testimony
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Questions for Community 
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1. Do you see your community reflected in one of these maps?

2. How well do you think these maps reflect the needs of your specific 

community?

3. How well do you think the common themes between the maps reflect 

important priorities?

4. What is missing from these maps?

5. What else should the commission take into consideration?


