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Chapter 17.110 Portable Signs 

17.110.010 Definitions. 

A. Curb ramp. A sloped connection that is cut through or built up to a curb. Curb ramps 
may be perpendicular or parallel to the curb or to the street they serve or be a combination 
thereof. 

B. Building.  As defined in Portland City Code Title 33, Planning and Zoning. 

C. Crosswalk.  A marked crosswalk is any portion of a roadway at an intersection or 
elsewhere that is distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing by lines or other markings on 
the surface of the roadway. An unmarked crosswalk is the imagined extension of a 
sidewalk or shoulder across a street at an intersection. An unmarked crosswalk exists at all 
intersections unless specifically marked otherwise.   

D. Frontage zone. A linear portion of the sidewalk corridor, adjacent to the edge of the 
right-of-way (or property line). 

E. Furnishing zone. A linear portion of the sidewalk corridor, adjacent to the curb that 
contains elements such as street trees, signal poles, utility poles, streetlights, controller 
boxes, hydrants, traffic signs, street signs, parking signs, parking meters, driveway aprons, 
planting strip, or street furniture.   

F. Pedestrian through zone.  The area of the sidewalk corridor intended for pedestrian 
travel. The pedestrian through zone should be entirely free of above-ground permanent and 
temporary objects in order to provide an obstruction-free, continuous corridor for people to 
travel. 

G. Portable sign.  A movable sign that is not attached to a structure or the 
ground.  Portable signs include A-boards, portable reader boards, and similar signs.  

H. Right-of-way.  The area between property lines of a street, easement, tract or other area 
dedicated to the movement of vehicles, pedestrians and/or goods, as defined in Portland 
City Code Section 16.90.302.  

I. Sidewalk. The portion of the street between the curb lines or lateral lines of roadway and 
the adjacent property lines intended for use by pedestrians as defined in Portland City 
Code Section 16.90.330 and includes all areas of a pedestrian plaza as defined under 
Chapter 17.43. 

J. Street.  The area dedicated to public use for public street purposes and includes, but is 
not limited to, roadways, parkways, and alleys.  
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K. Transit platform. Any Portland Streetcar platform or TriMet bus stop, bus layover zone, 
or light rail station platform. This definition applies, but is not limited, to transit facilities 
located on public or private streets, in transit centers, and on the Transit Mall. 
  

17.110.020 Portable Signs. 

Portable signs may be placed within the right-of-way as allowed by this Chapter and in 
accordance with the requirements of Portland City Code Title 32. Other signs, sign 
structures, and awnings that extend from private property over rights of way are regulated 
by Title 32. 

 

17.110.030  Portable Sign Standards. 

A. General.  Portable signs that meet the requirements described in Title 32 of the Portland 
City Code, and meet the requirements of this subsection, are allowed.  

B. Additional maintenance standards. Portable sign owners are responsible for keeping 
portable signs well maintained, standing upright, and properly placed outside of the 
pedestrian through zone. 

C. Prohibited right-of-way placement. Portable signs cannot be located: 
1. Within the roadway: 
2. Within a traffic island, median or traffic circle; 
3. Within five feet of any crosswalk; 
4. Within five feet of a fire hydrant; 
5. Within five feet of a drinking fountain; 
6. Within five feet of any public art or public monument, as defined in Portland City 

Code Chapter 5.40, excluding original art murals, as defined in City Code 
Chapter 4; 

7. Within five feet of any driveway, alley, or curb ramp; 
8. Within five feet of an entry to a building entrance ramp; 
9. Within five feet of a marked accessible parking space; 

10.  Within a transit platform unless allowed by Portland Streetcar or TriMet; 

11.  Within the corner of two intersecting sidewalk corridors, as determined by the 
adjacent property lines extended; 

12.  Further than six inches from the curb if placed in the furnishing zone: 
13.  Further than six inches from the adjoining business if placed in the frontage 

zone; 
14.  Where the sign creates less than 36 inches of clearance within the right-of-way; 
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15.  Where the sign may cause damage to any landscaping, including but not limited 
to lawn, flowers, shrubs or trees; 

16.  Where the sign obstructs access to parked vehicles; 

17.  Where the sign obscures any fixed regulatory or informational sign; 
18.  In an area outside of the adjoining public right-of-way of the business 

associated with the portable sign; or 
19.  In any place, manner or situation that may be prohibited by any other section of 

Portland City Code. 

 

17.110.040 Violations. 

A. The following constitute violations of this Chapter: 
1. Any failure, refusal or neglect to comply with any provision of this Chapter; 
2. Allowing or causing a condition that threatens to injure the public health or safety, or 

threatens to damage public or private property; or 
3. Any failure, refusal or neglect to correct or remove any sign, awning, strobe light, 

banner or balloon that does not comply with the provisions of this Chapter, after 
being required to do so by the City Administrator or their designee. 

B. Each specific incident and each day of non-compliance will be considered a separate 
violation of this Chapter. 

C. The City Administrator or their designee may inspect and enforce compliance related to 
rules and regulations in this Chapter. Enforcement of rules and regulations in this 
Chapter will be in accordance with TRN-8.14 (Right-Of-Way Use Enforcement Program). 
Violations will be subject to fine per the Transportation Fee Schedule (per TRN-3.450). 

D. In addition to fees described in this section, where a portable sign has been the subject 
of multiple citations, the sign may be removed and the owner charged, in addition to 
any other fee, the administrative costs of removal of a portable sign. 

 


