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Chapter 14B.140 – Psychedelic Health 

and Safety 

14B.140.010 Purpose. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to promote public health, safety, and individual freedom by:  

A. Designating certain naturally occurring plant- and fungus-based psychedelic substances 

as a low law enforcement priority for personal use;  

B. Reducing overdose deaths, dismantling trafficking networks, and integrating harm 

reduction to maximize positive impacts on public health, safety and welfare when 

enforcing drug laws; and  

Nothing in this Chapter is intended to replace or conflict with any provision of Oregon State 

law. If any provision of this Chapter is found to be in conflict with State law, State law will 

prevail to the extent of the conflict. The Chapter must be interpreted to be consistent with 

State law governing controlled substances and local authority, to the fullest extent possible. 

The Chapter does not authorize the sale of natural psychedelics, nor does it permit 

impaired driving behavior. Rather, it aligns with the principle of cognitive liberty and with 

reforms in numerous other jurisdictions, affirming the City’s commitment to public health, 

personal freedom, and the responsible use of nature’s gifts. 

14B.140.020 Findings. 

Naturally occurring psychedelic plants and fungi have historical and spiritual significance. 

Modern clinical research has demonstrated these substances’ potential to alleviate mental 

health conditions such as depression, post-traumatic stress, addiction, and end-of-life 

anxiety. The research has also shown that these substances are non-addictive and, when 

used responsibly, can facilitate personal and community healing. 

14B.140.030 Definitions. 
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As used in this Chapter, and unless the context requires otherwise, the following definitions 

apply: 

A. Natural psychedelic means any living, fresh, dried, or processed plant or fungal 

material – and any preparation or compound made from such plant or fungal material – 

that can induce non-ordinary states of consciousness for religious, spiritual, healing, 

wellness, creative, or personal growth purposes. Natural psychedelics include, but are not 

limited to: psilocybin-producing mushrooms, ayahuasca brew (ayahuasca tea), wachuma 

(also known as San Pedro cactus), mimosa tenuiflora, and other entheogenic plants and 

fungi. In furtherance of this Chapter’s goals of healing and respectful use of nature, natural 

psychedelic specifically excludes any plant or fungus that is identified as an ecologically 

threatened species – including Lophophora williamsii (commonly known as peyote) – and 

any preparation derived from such a threatened species. 

B. Low priority for law enforcement applies to laws that have little or no measurable 

negative impact on the health, safety, and welfare of the public, as determined through 

ordinance or by administrative rule. Laws designated as low priority for law enforcement 

will generally get addressed, if at all, after higher priority crimes.  

C. Personal use means the possession, use, cultivation, gathering, processing, and gifting 

or sharing of natural psychedelics, when undertaken for individual or communal, non-

commercial use. 

14B.140.040 Enforcement Priority Policy. 

A. The City declares that the personal use of natural psychedelics will be a low priority for 

law enforcement.  

B. The City Administrator (or the City Administrator’s designee) will inform relevant Bureaus 

and Offices, including the Portland Police Bureau, about this ordinance. 

14B.140.050 General Provisions. 

A. Native American religious use of peyote. Nothing in this Chapter will be construed or 

implemented in a manner that interferes with, diminishes, or regulates the rights of 

Indigenous peoples or members of Native American tribes to use, possess, or cultivate 

peyote in connection with traditional religious or spiritual practices, as protected by 

applicable federal law (including, but not limited to, the American Indian Religious Freedom 
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Act, 42 U.S.C. § 1996, and the Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 42 U.S.C. § 2000bb-1) and 

other relevant laws and regulations. 

B. Driving and occupational standards. Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed to permit 

or excuse the operation of a motor vehicle, boat, aircraft, heavy machinery, or other 

dangerous equipment while under the influence of natural psychedelics. Additionally, 

nothing in this Chapter is intended to alter, amend, or supersede any professional 

standard of conduct or condition of licensure applicable to any person or occupation. 

Individuals engaged in professions requiring state or federal licenses (including but not 

limited to healthcare, transportation, public safety, etc.) must continue to adhere to all 

applicable laws and professional regulations, and this Chapter does not exempt anyone 

from consequences that may result from violating professional or occupational standards 

(for example, drug use policies for licensed professionals). 

C. Consistency with state law. Nothing in this Chapter is intended to replace or conflict with 

any provision of Oregon state law. If any provision of this Chapter is found to be in conflict 

with state law, state law shall prevail to the extent of the conflict. This Chapter shall be 

interpreted to be consistent with Oregon law governing controlled substances and local 

authority, to the fullest extent possible. 

D. Severability. The Sections, Subsections, paragraphs, clauses, phrases, and words of this 

Chapter are severable. If any portion of this Chapter is held by a court of competent 

jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, either on its face or as applied, that decision 

will not affect the validity of the remaining provisions. The City Council hereby declares that 

it would have adopted this Chapter and each section, subsection, phrase, or word hereof 

irrespective of the fact that any one or more part may be declared invalid. The remaining 

provisions of this Chapter will continue in full force and effect. 


