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• A movable sign that is not attached to a 
structure or the ground. Portable signs 
include A-boards, portable reader boards, 
and similar signs.

• Placement and standards for portable signs 
are currently regulated under Portland’s 
Sign Code (PCC 32) established in 2001.

• To place a portable sign in the Right of 
Way you must apply for and display a permit 
from the City.
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What is a Portable Sign
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• There are several reasons why A-Boards 
were initially regulated including:

• Right of Way Management - City wide effort 
in 2001 to regulate the ROW, originating in part 
from the "Sit-Lie" ordinances.

• ADA Accessibility – A-Boards can start to block 
the right of way, causing folks with disabilities to 
have trouble navigating sidewalks.

• Revenue – Requiring permits for A-Boards was 
initially a source of revenue for the city and for 
the sign program.

• However, A-Board permitting is no longer 
necessary for the City and is a burden 
upon small businesses in Portland. 
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A-Boards Regulations
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A-Board Regulatory Program
• Permits are offered for 1 year ($114), 

2 years ($203), or 4 years ($364).

• The number of permits issued per 
calendar year and the program's 
revenue have been declining. 

• 2023: 582 permits

• 2024: 498 permits

• 2025: 451 permits

• 2026: 133 permits (5 months)

• In FY 2025, the program cost 
was $46,705  while only taking in 
$39,308 in registration revenue – a 
loss of -$7,397

• The Sign Program has a reserve 
deficit of -$253,160
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• A-Board Compliance is complaint driven and investigated by the PP&D Enforcement Team

• If a violation is found, a notice is posted and a letter is sent to the owner. If not corrected, a citation 
is issued.

• Compliance with permitting is low, yet complaints have been falling, suggesting that business 
owners are self-regulating.
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A-Board Compliance
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What This Ordinance Does?
• Removes permit requirements for A-Boards from Title 32. 

• Businesses will no longer need to apply for a permit to put up an A-Board or other portable sign.

• All other standards for Portable Signs in Title 32 will remain including standards and placement restrictions 
in certain zones and districts (changes to those sections would require a Land Use Review).

• Adds to Title 17 to certify PBOT's authority to regulate Portable Signs in the Right of Way. 
• This maintains standards for ADA compliance using existing expertise and resources. 

• Right of Way management is further consolidated within PBOT.

• Maintains penalties for violations under the Transportation Fee Schedule.



City of Portland
District 3

Councilor Novick
02/24/2026

7

Why This Matters?
• Small businesses are the lifeblood of Portland. 

• There are more than 3,500 storefronts in the city of Portland that are essential to bustling business districts 
and commercial corridors.

• in 2019, Portland had the largest share of employees (28%) who worked for small businesses, exceeding the 
national average and surpassing Seattle, Austin, and Salt Lake City.

• Diverse ground-floor storefronts support jobs, stability, and a particular "Portland Vibe" that sets our 
neighborhoods apart.

• We've heard repeatedly that operating a small business in Portland feels like "death by one thousand cuts".

• Although this change is small, it is a signal that we hear small business owners and want to support them 
however we can. 

• More efficient and sensible approach to A-Boards.
• Since the program currently operates at a loss, it's better to remove this program entirely. 

• Frees time for PP&D code enforcement to focus on other priorities.

• It prevents duplicative enforcement of Right of Way between PBOT and PP&D.
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