COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY

City Life Committee

Ordinance (Document 2026-174): Amend City Code to transfer oversight of portable sign placement
in the right of way and remove registration requirements (amend Code Title 32 and add Code
Chapter 17.110)

Action Date: May 26, 2026

Committee Action: Referred to City Council with the recommendation it be passed
Vote: 5-0-0

Ayes: Ryan, Morillo, Zimmerman, Avalos, Pirtle-Guiney

Nays: N/A

Absent: N/A

Impact Statements: Financial and budgetary impacts; Community impacts and community
involvement

Prepared by: Christopher Herr, Council Operations Policy Analyst

Committee Meeting: May 26, 2026 (recording and transcript)

WHAT THE ORDINANCE DOES:

The ordinance (Document Number 2026-174) amends City Code Title 32, Signs and Related Regulations,
as shown in Exhibit A. The amendments add portable signs to the list of sighs exempt from permit and
registration requirements and make conforming changes throughout Title 32. The amendments also add
references to City Code Chapter 17.110.

The ordinance adds City Code Chapter 17.110, Portland Signs, as shown in Exhibit B. The chapter
establishes definitions, standards, and enforcement provisions related to portable signs. General
requirements include compliance with applicable standards in Title 32 and provisions requiring sign
owners to maintain signs in good condition, ensure signs remain upright, and place signs outside of
pedestrian through zones.

Chapter 17.110 identifies locations within the public right-of-way where portable signs may not be
placed, including roadways, traffic islands, medians, traffic circles, and areas within five feet of a
crosswalk. The City Administrator or a designated representative may inspect for compliance and
enforce the chapter pursuant to TRN-8.14, Right-of-Way Use Enforcement Program. Violations are
subject to penalties assessed on a per-day basis in accordance with TRN-3.450, Transportation Fee
Schedule.

ISSUES DISCUSSED:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-zfV404QhXI
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/council-documents/2026/Exhibit-A-code-review.pdf
https://www.portland.gov/sites/default/files/council-documents/2026/Exhibit-B-Code-Review.pdf

e Recognition of the City's permitting requirements for businesses and interest in reducing
unnecessary regulatory and administrative burdens, particularly for programs with costs that
exceed revenues

e Clarification that no impacts to Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance in the public
right-of-way are anticipated and that historic Portland Permitting and Development complaint
data indicates minimal ADA issues related to portable signs

e Clarification that the current A-Board Signs program is operating at a deficit and is subsidized
through other funding sources

e Clarification that penalties under Section 32.66.020 would no longer apply and that enforcement
under Section 17.110 would utilize the existing penalty framework in TRN-3.450 without
increasing penalties through this ordinance

e C(Clarification that the Portland Bureau of Transportation works with property owners and
businesses to achieve corrective action before assessing fees or penalties

PUBLIC TESTIMONY:
No verbal or written testimony was provided prior to committee action.

BACKGROUND:

Portable signs, commonly referred to as A-board signs, are currently regulated under Portland City Code
Title 32 and administered by Portland Permitting & Development (PP&D) through its A-Board Sign
Program. Under current code, businesses and property owners seeking to place an A-board sign within
the public right-of-way must register the sign with the City. Registration is available for one year ($114),
two years ($203), or four years ($364).

PP&D reports that program expenditures currently exceed registration revenue. In Fiscal Year (FY) 2024-
25, program costs totaled approximately $46,705, while registration revenue totaled approximately
$39,308. The bureau also reports that the broader Sign Program ended FY 2024-25 with a reserve deficit
of approximately $253,160. According to PP&D, continued revenue reductions would further affect the
bureau's ability to support the program and reduce the existing deficit. The bureau has also indicated
that, without program changes or fee increases, it would be unable to continue dedicating permit center
staff resources to this activity.

Registration activity has declined in recent years. Applications decreased from 582 in FY 2022-23 to an
estimated 289 in FY 2024-25. PP&D estimates, based on application trends and operational experience,
that many portable signs placed within the public right-of-way are not currently registered. Compliance
is generally addressed on a complaint basis. In FY 2024-25, the bureau received 19 complaints related to
portable signs.

The proposed ordinance would exempt portable signhs from permit and registration requirements and
related fees under Title 32 and establish new regulations within Title 17 governing sign placement,
maintenance standards, and enforcement procedures. The proposal would also transfer responsibility
for portable sign regulation from PP&D to the Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT). PBOT currently
manages public right-of-way operations and Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance within the



right-of-way. Based on current complaint volumes, including nine ADA-related complaints involving
portable signs in FY 2024-25, PBOT does not anticipate a significant financial or budgetary impact from
assuming these responsibilities.



