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Name or Organization Position Comments Attachment Created

1
Adam Support I support this item as it is a simple action that will ease a small burden on many businesses that make Portland a great

city. The current system seems to unfairly target the rule followers that are paying into a system that has no benefit or
true enforcement mechanism and doesn't even fund the admin costs of managing the program.

No 06/15/26 10:09 AM

2

Anonymous Oppose I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed ordinance (Document 2026-174) that would transfer
oversight of portable signs and completely eliminate registration requirements and permit fees for A-boards in the
public right-of-way.

Public sidewalks belong to the public. When private businesses use this shared space for commercial advertising, the
burden of compliance—especially regarding ADA accessibility and clear pathways—must fall squarely on those
businesses. If the current A-board sign program is operating at a deficit due to low compliance, the solution is to
increase enforcement and collect the required fees, not to simply give up and give the space away for free.
Cost recovery for managing the right-of-way should come directly from permit fees and code enforcement penalties,
rather than being shifted onto Portland taxpayers.
The danger of deregulating this space is currently on full display at the Arco AM/PM on Belmont (Code Violation Case
#2025-025867-000-00-VI). For years, this gas station—owned by the wealthy Akroush family  (who got rich by being
slumlords and are huge Trump supporters too!)—has routinely placed numerous signs on the public sidewalk to
advertise tobacco and alcohol. Because of chronic understaffing and the city's broken funding model, this violation
remains unresolved.

This business is exploiting public property to market products that cause significant health impacts, the consequences
of which already cost taxpayers millions annually. By removing the permit requirement and fee structure, the City is
essentially rewarding bad actors and subsidizing their private advertising with public infrastructure.

Eliminating these fees does not make the cost of managing ADA compliance and right-of-way access disappear; it
merely shifts the financial burden from the businesses profiting off the sidewalks onto the residents trying to safely
navigate them.

I urge you to vote NO on this ordinance. Instead of stripping away oversight, the City must fix the funding model,
prioritize robust code enforcement, and ensure that those who use our public right-of-way pay their fair share. Yet
another terrible idea from Steve Novick.

No 06/16/26 5:45 PM
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