FEMA and Metro Title 3 Floodplain and Floodway Summary

Why do this?

The City of Portland has committed to comply with floodway and floodplain directives as regulated by two agencies, FEMA and Metro.  The Building Bureau is taking the lead role in amending Title 24 to comply with these requirements, however PDOT is also affected.

All project managers are responsible for completing the Flood plain/Floodway Review and for providing a copy of the checklist to PDOT’s FEMA coordinator. 

Maps

FIRM Maps are located with FEMA Manager

Background

FEMA manages the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  They allow insurance discount rates when the City meets the program requirements.  Audits are periodically conducted and the City was found to have deficient records for improvements in the public right-of-way in Flood Hazard Areas in the last audit.

In addition to FEMA, Metro adopted changes to Title 3, Sections 1-4 of the Urban Growth Management Functional Plan in June of 1998.  It requires local agencies to comply within 18 –24 months.  The City agreed to implement Title 3 and is working on changes to Title 24 and a new Title 10 to comply.

The Checklist

The checklist will serve both as guidance and as a record of project actions.  It is intended to be self-explanatory and simple.  You may notice the checklist does not provide requirements, rather it focuses on procedure.  This is due mainly to the vagueness of the regulations as they apply to streets, bridges, and other transportation facilities.

Assistance

A PDOT FEMA coordinator will be appointed to manage the system.  This position was identified earlier as the utility coordinator but that position’s workload will be reviewed before finalizing.

The Building Bureau’s Bill Freeman and Cathleen Carlisle are key resources for assisting project managers.

Impact on Title 17

While no changes are proposed to Title 17, the Building Bureau is pushing to modify Chapter 24.50, Flood Hazard Areas, for inclusion of improvements in the public right-of-way.  Before this occurs, the limitations of FEMA and Title 3 requirements on transportation related projects must be clearly defined.   
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