
 

 
 
 

NW Parking District Supply Subcommittee  
Meeting Agenda 

 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 2022 

(First Thursday of Every Other Month) 
1:00-2:30 p.m. 

 

To attend the virtual Zoom meeting: 
https://zoom.us/j/92574927767?pwd=RDlqMTVrK1BZK1pRb2htOEdQU1cwdz09 

OR call in by phone: 1-888-788-0099, Meeting ID: 925 7492 7767, Password: 500287 

 

Task Presenter Time 

Overview of Supply Programs/Budget Stanley Ong, PBOT 1:00 p.m. 

2022 On-Street Parking Inventory Owen Ronchelli, RWC 1:15 p.m. 

Electric Vehicle Charging in the Public 
Right-of-Way Project 

Hannah Morrison, PBOT 

Jacob Sherman, PBOT 
1:35 p.m. 

 
Are you a member of the public? Welcome and thank you for joining! The committee is happy to 
hear from you. If you’d prefer to submit your comment before the meeting please email or call 
Stanley Ong at Stanley.Ong@portlandoregon.gov or 503-865-2793. For project updates and 
meeting announcements, please sign up for the listserv here.  

https://zoom.us/j/92574927767?pwd=RDlqMTVrK1BZK1pRb2htOEdQU1cwdz09
mailto:Stanley.Ong@portlandoregon.gov
https://www.portland.gov/transportation/parking/northwest-parking-district#toc-northwest-parking-district-stakeholder-advisory-committee-sac-


Electric Vehicle Charging in the Public Right-of-Way Project 

Executive summary 
The Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) is proposing updates to city code that will allow 

companies to install electric vehicle (EV) chargers curbside in the public right-of-way (ROW). The 

proposed code updates will create a streamlined process for companies to apply for a permit to install 

Level 2 (L2) EV chargers curbside for public use and dedicate the adjacent parking spaces as “EV 

Charging Only.” EV chargers will only be permitted in dense commercial centers of the city with the goal 

of directing benefits towards Portlanders in multi-unit dwellings who cannot charge at home. 

Process 
The proposed code and administrative rule changes have been informed by a robust internal and 

external engagement process. The PBOT project team coordinated with the Bureau of Planning and 

Sustainability, the Bureau of Development Services, the Office for Community Technology, and many 

different teams within PBOT throughout the project. Coordination has ranged from formal participation 

in the Technical Advisory Committee to ad-hoc planning meetings to develop and review code changes.  

The planning process also included interviews with key stakeholders from local utilities, private for-hire 

transportation organizations and sustainability groups. Through these interviews project staff learned 

that local utilities have a strong interest in providing EV charging services and many stakeholders believe 

that affordable and convenient public charging will help increase EV adoption. These interviews 

reinforced findings from the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability-led EV Ready Code Project which 

found a need for more charging, both onsite at multi-unit dwellings and nearby, to help reduce barriers 

to EV adoption for Portlanders who live in multi-unit dwellings and cannot charge at home. 

Proposed policy and code updates 
This project will result in a new policy that outlines where EV chargers will be allowed, how companies 

can navigate the new permit process and how the City will be compensated for the use of the ROW.  

Permit process for charging companies 

The City has decided that, since it has limited resources and lacks expertise in EV charging, it is not 

interested in owning, operating or maintaining EV chargers in the public ROW. Instead, the City has 

decided to create regulations that allow private companies to own, operate and maintain that 

infrastructure in our ROW. At this time, only charging companies will be allowed to install EV chargers in 

the ROW, not businesses, private groups, or individual residents. There are several factors that 

contributed to this decision, including health, life and safety issues, liability concerns, and state utility 

location requirements.  

Prior to submitting a permit to install an EV charger in the ROW, companies must first negotiate a 

franchise or obtain a privilege to provide the service of transmitting electricity in the ROW to the public, 

as required by Title 17. Then companies will be required to sign a Master Lease Agreement (MLA) that 

will contain numerous requirements for their participation in the program, including maintenance 

requirements, data sharing standards, and insurance. Once the MLA has been agreed to and signed, the 

company will be allowed to submit permits to install EV chargers curbside. 

Companies will submit a separate permit to PBOT for each site where they want to install an EV charger. 

Prior to permits being issued, companies will have to notify nearby property owners and residents of the 



proposed infrastructure installation. If the site meets the stated location and clearance requirements, 

the permit will be approved, and the company can begin construction. 

Approved charger types 

At this time, the City has decided to only permit “medium-speed” L2 chargers, not DC Fast Chargers 

(DCFC). The power requirements of L2 charging make it feasible at many locations across the city 

without the extensive and costly installation and infrastructure upgrades that DCFCs would require. 

Additional information on levels of charging is in Appendix A. It will take an EV between four to eight 

hours to charge at a L2 charger, depending on battery size, age, and how empty the battery is.  

This policy will allow for curbside L2 chargers to be either mounted on a utility pole or installed on a 

pedestal. Appendix B shows images of both types of chargers. 

Charger location requirements 

EV chargers will be permitted to be installed curbside within Centers, as designated by the 2035 

Comprehensive Plan, excluding the Central City. A map of Portland’s Centers can be found in Appendix 

C. Centers are areas where growth is expected and mostly contain commercial districts and multi-family 

dwellings, not single-family zones. The Central City has been excluded from this policy due to the 

competing demands on the ROW and the existing level of public chargers in that area. 

Within Centers, EV chargers will be required to be located on side streets “around the corner” from 

main streets and busier arterials rather than on the main street itself. Additionally, there are several 

clearance requirements from existing infrastructure, such as distance from fire hydrants and crosswalks. 

EV charging only parking spaces 

Once the EV charger has been installed, the adjacent parking space will be striped and signed to indicate 

that only vehicles actively charging their EV or plug-in hybrid may park there. There will also be signs on 

the adjacent street directing drivers to the EV charger.  

Any violators to the stated parking regulations will be subject to a fine or will be towed. Each charging 

station will have information on how to report non-EVs parked in the space, broken equipment or other 

complaints.  



Appendix A. Levels of Charging 

The below infographic from local non-profit Forth Mobility shows the three different levels of EV 

charging: Level I, Level II, and Level III. 

Level I charging, also called “trickle charging,” is almost always done at home as it only provides 

approximately two to five miles of charge per hour. Depending on the size and age of the battery, this 

means it will take forty to fifty hours to fully charge an EV from empty.  

Level II (L2) charging is common for home, work, and public charging and can charge an EV from empty 

in four to ten hours, depending on size and age of the battery. It can be thought of as “medium-speed” 

charging. This is the charging speed that will be allowed to be installed curbside by PBOT’s EV charging in 

the ROW project. 

Level III, also called DC Fast Charging (DCFC), can charge an EV to eighty percent in twenty to sixty 

minutes depending on size and age of the battery. Most plug-in hybrids are unable to use DCFCs. 

 

 

 



Appendix B. Pedestal and Pole-Mounted Level 2 EV Chargers 

The below image shows a dual-port pedestal Level 2 EV charger installed at Electric Avenue in 

downtown Portland. The exact shape and size of the charger will vary depending on make and model.  

 

The below image shows a Level 2 EV charger mounted on a utility pole. This charger is part of Portland 

General Electric’s pilot program in Southeast Portland. The exact shape and size of the charger, as well 

as height on the utility pole, will vary depending on model. 

 

  



Appendix C. Portland’s Centers  
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