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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

If Passed, the Proposed Ballot Measure
Would Restructure City Government and
Process for Electing City Officials

If passed by voters, what would the proposed measure do?

The measure includes three proposed changes to city
government:

1. Allow voters to rank candidates in order of their
preference, using ranked choice voting

2. Create four new geographic districts with three
members elected to represent each district, expanding
the City Council to a total of 12 members

3. Replace the commission form of government and create
a system where the City Council would focus on setting

policy and a city administrator would be hired to run the

city’s day-to-day operations with the mayor

What would happen if voters do not pass the proposed
ballot measure?

If the proposed measure is not passed by voters,
Portland would maintain its current form of
government structure and process for electing city
officials, and the additional cost of the proposed new
government structure would not be incurred.

Why are the proposed reforms in one ballot measure?

The proposed interdependent reforms are in one ballot
measure because they are connected by the single
unifying principle of reforming the structure and
operations of city government. All the provisions in

the proposed measure are connected to that principle.
The proposed reforms work together to restructure city
government and the process for electing city officials.

What is Portland’s current form of voting system?

Currently, Portland voters cast one vote for each
candidate for each office in citywide elections for
mayor, auditor, and city council members. If no
candidate for an office receives more than 50% of votes
at the May primary, the top two candidates compete in ¢
a November runoff election.

BACKGROUND
ON THE CHARTER
REVIEW PROCESS

WHAT IS A CITY CHARTER?

WHO CAN CHANGE THE
CITY CHARTER?

The City’s Charter can only
be chan

HOW WAS THE PROPOSED
RESTRUCTURING
PLAN CREATED?









