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Tree Bark
Urban Forestry News from Portland Parks & Recreation

March is for Mulch!

Mulch is one of the most important, effective, and easy tree care tasks you can do.
Mulch reduces weeds, adds nutrients, reduces water evaporation, and even keeps roots
at an ideal temperature. Follow our five tips for effective and easy mulching:

Tip 1: Remember the '3-3-3 Rule.' Apply mulch three inches deep in a ring around the
tree, three feet from the tree's trunk, and three inches away from the trunk and root
flare. 

Tip 2: Think donut, not volcano! Aim for a donut shaped ring and avoid the dreaded
mulch volcano. Keeping mulch away from the trunk and root flare keeps decay, pests,
and pathogens from entering the tree. 

Tip 3: Don't heavily compact mulch or change the soil grade. Compacting mulch or
using too much mulch can keep smother tree roots, preventing them from accessing
water and oxygen in the soil. 

Tip 4: Mulch in spring to keep weeds at bay. Weeds and grass compete with the
trees for water, nutrients, and oxygen. For best results, remove any existing weeds first
and apply mulch before weed seeds germinate in spring - March is perfect timing!

Tip 5: Keep on mulching. Mulch will decompose over time, adding a slow release of
much needed organic matter and nutrients to the soil. Reapply mulch as needed to
maintain the perfect 3-3-3 mulch donut throughout the year.

Upcoming Events
Opportunities to Learn and Volunteer

Learn to Prune Young Trees
Wednesday, 3/16/22, 6 pm – 7:30 pm (online
via Zoom)
Saturday, 3/19/22, 10 am – 1 pm (in person)

This introductory workshop explores young
tree pruning in the urban environment. We will
cover tree biology basics, why trees need
pruning, tools and how to safely use them, and
how to put your new knowledge to work in

Portland! This workshop has two parts - a virtual training and an in-person hands-on
session. Participants must attend the virtual class to attend the hands-on portion.
Location details will be provided after registering. Learn more and register online!

Plant Trees with Harriet Tubman Middle
School at Lillis-Albina Park 
Volunteers Needed!
Wednesday, 3/16/22 from 9 am -  12:30 pm 
2231 N Flint Ave, Portland, OR 97227

Help plant trees at Lillis-Albina Park with
students from the adjacent Harriet Tubman
Middle School! You will help students through
the planting process as they plant trees in the

ground at their school. Volunteers will set out tools, learn to plant, help students, stake,
and clean up. Learn more and register online.

Plant Trees at Creston Elementary School 
Volunteers Needed!
Thursday, 3/17/22 from 10 am -  2 pm 
4701 SE Bush St, Portland, OR 97206

The students at Creston Elementary are ready
to dig in and plant trees as part of their STEAM
week events! You can help students work
through the planting process as they put 11

trees in the ground at their school. Volunteers will set out tools, learn to plant, help
students, stake, and clean up. Learn more and register online.

Recent Event Highlights

Winter Tree Identification Walk
Hoyt Arboretum Curator Martin Nicholson
recently led a Winter Tree Identification Walk.
Amateur dendrologists explored bark, twigs,
and cones on the many species at Hoyt. Check
out photos from the tree walk – including these
bright pink larch cones! Try identifying trees
without their leaves on your own - we've made
it easy with a handy Winter Tree Identification
Manual. 

In Other News

Community Partnership Grants Available from PP&R. Partners are sought to expand
PP&R’s capacity to reach underserved communities and center equity, with a focus on
greening and recreational activities for youth and teens. Grants up to $80,000 will
provide financial support to organizations serving culturally specific communities.
Information sessions are scheduled March 16, April 5, and April 6. Statements of interest
are due April 15. Learn more here.

Now hiring Urban Forestry Assistants. Urban Forestry is hiring seasonal positions to 
support the Tree Inventory Project, Yard Tree Giveaway, and Dutch Elm
Disease management program this summer. If you love working with trees, exploring the
city, and connecting with communities be sure to apply. Learn more and apply here.

Now hiring Tree Inspectors. Urban Forestry is hiring Tree Inspectors to evaluate and
assess trees and enforce City tree code regulations. Tree inspectors perform on-site
condition assessments, tree risk and preservation field inspections, site plan review, and
code compliance investigations. The position closes 3/28/22. Learn more and apply
here.

Now hiring an Urban Forest Planning and Policy Analyst. Urban Forestry is hiring
an analyst to lead the creation and monitoring of municipal urban forest infrastructure
strategies, plans, and policies for the City of Portland. This position also represents trees
and urban forest management needs in the development of plans and policies led by
other City bureaus. The position closes 3/21/22. Learn more and apply here.

UF brings Tree Canopy Report to Portland City Council. The latest update of
the Tree Canopy Monitoring Report found that from 2015-2020 Portland's canopy cover
dropped from 31% to 30%, a loss of 800 acres. UF will share this report on March 16th
with City Council. See Council agenda here. 

The City of Portland ensures meaningful access to City programs, services, and activities to comply with Civil
Rights Title VI and ADA Title II laws and reasonably provides translation, interpretation, modifications,
accommodations, alternative formats, auxiliary aids, and services. To request these services, contact 503-823-
2525, for Relay Service or TTY: 711. 

503-823-2525 (Translation and Interpretation)   |   Traducción e Interpretación    |  Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch  |
������� ��� ��������    |   口笔译服务  |  Устный и письменный перевод  |  Turjumaad iyo Fasiraad    |  
Письмовий і усний переклад  |  Traducere și interpretariat  |  Chiaku me Awewen Kapas

portland.gov/trees   |   503-823-3601   |   trees@portlandoregon.gov 
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