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Tree Bark
Urban Forestry News from Portland Parks & Recreation

An aerial image at the same location in 2015 (left) and 2020 (right) shows tree canopy
loss due to site development.

Portland's Tree Canopy Declining
Tree canopy cover, or how much of the city is covered in trees, is an important measure
of the environmental health of our city. Urban Forestry regularly tracks changes in
canopy cover, which had been growing since at least 2000 until 2015. The latest update
of the Tree Canopy Monitoring Report finds that from 2015-2020, Portland’s canopy
cover dropped from 31% to 30%, a loss of 800 acres. While that may not seem like a lot,
it is equivalent to losing a Mt. Tabor Park every year during that time period. 

Why are we losing tree canopy? 
Unfortunately, the report doesn’t answer that question, but it’s clear that tree removals
(as a result of development and not), and hotter, drier summers are both having a
negative impact on our tree canopy. Meanwhile, trees keep growing and PP&R Urban
Forestry and its partners keep planting, but losing just one mature tree can erase as
much canopy as 20 or even 50 new trees.

What can you do?   

Preserve trees! Keep and care for the trees you already have. 
Care for trees! Be a good steward of your trees. Find tree care resources, attend
a free tree care workshop, join your Neighborhood Tree Team, become a
Neighborhood Tree Steward, and hire a Local Tree Care Provider for professional
tree care needs.
Plant trees! Here are free and subsidized trees, including free yard trees.
Engage! Urban Forestry will be sharing this report on Wednesday March 16th at
City Council. Here is information on how to engage with City Council. 
Be a tree champion! Talk to your neighbors, help them take care of their trees, or
apply to join the Urban Forestry Commission.
Report tree problems! Report suspected tree code violations, such as
unpermitted removals.

Upcoming Events
Opportunities to Learn and Volunteer

Plant Trees at Patrick Lynch Elementary
School 
Monday, 3/7/22 from 2 pm -  5 pm 
1546 SE 169th Pl, Portland, OR 97233

Dig in with the Garden Club students at Patrick
Lynch Elementary. We will teach students how
to properly plant and then assist them with
planting five trees. This is part of a larger

planting that will result in 35 new trees at the school. Volunteers will set out tools, learn
to plant, help students, stake, and clean up. Learn more and register online.

Learn to Prune Young Trees
Wednesday, 3/16/22, 6 pm – 7:30 pm (online
via Zoom)
Saturday, 3/19/22, 10 am – 1 pm (in person)

This introductory workshop explores young
tree pruning in the urban environment. We will
cover tree biology basics, why trees need
pruning, tools and how to safely use them, and
how to put your new knowledge to work in

Portland! 

This workshop has two parts - a virtual training and an in-person hands-on session.
Participants must attend the virtual class to attend the hands-on portion. Location details
will be provided after registering. Learn more and register online!

In Other News

Now Hiring Urban Forestry Assistants. Urban Forestry is hiring seasonal positions to 
support the Tree Inventory Project, Yard Tree Giveaway, and Dutch Elm
Disease management program this summer. If you love working with trees, exploring the
city, and connecting with communities be sure to apply. The posting goes live on Monday
2/28/22 at the City of Portland Jobs site.

Pick the Parks for Pop-Up Arboreta this summer. Featured parks will have fun
activities, informational signs, and more for park visitors to enjoy. Where do you want to
see a Pop-Up Arboretum this summer? Pick the Parks here.

Public comment period is open for Title 11 Tree Code Updates. Current updates
focus on important technical and minor policy fixes. The public comment period is open
until 3/18/22. Learn more and submit feedback here. 

Attend the Forest Health in Oregon: State of the State Conference on March 1-2.
Hosted by Oregon State University, this every-other-year event summarizes forest health
issues in Oregon and the Pacific Northwest. The focus is on major forest insect and
pathogen activity and emerging issues, as well as weather phenomena such as drought
and heat waves, and fire. Free and virtual. Learn more here.

Bigleaf maple decline in Washington: A new University of Washington study links
hotter, drier summers to bigleaf maple die off due to a weakening of the tree's immune
system. Read more here. 

The City of Portland ensures meaningful access to City programs, services, and activities to comply with Civil
Rights Title VI and ADA Title II laws and reasonably provides translation, interpretation, modifications,
accommodations, alternative formats, auxiliary aids, and services. To request these services, contact 503-823-
2525, for Relay Service or TTY: 711. 

503-823-2525 (Translation and Interpretation)   |   Traducción e Interpretación    |  Biên Dịch và Thông Dịch  |
������� ��� ��������    |   口笔译服务  |  Устный и письменный перевод  |  Turjumaad iyo Fasiraad    |  
Письмовий і усний переклад  |  Traducere și interpretariat  |  Chiaku me Awewen Kapas

portland.gov/trees   |   503-823-3601   |   trees@portlandoregon.gov 
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