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Noise Review Board 
February 9, 2022 
Minutes 
 
Present: Mary Sipe-Chair, Mike Raley-Acoustic Sciences Professional, Desi Wright-Construction 
Professional, Derek Trost-Member-at-Large, Paul van Orden-Noise Control Officer and non-
voting member 
 
Minutes: Katherine Couch 
 
Mary Sipe called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 
 
Public comments 
Robert Mishkin-Pearl District resident 
Robert Mishkin commented on the street busker who has been disturbing neighbors by playing 
an electronic guitar at a deafening volume. After Paul van Orden and a police officer came to 
speak with the busker and give a citation (no fine), he turned the music up after they left. 
Robert Mishkin is interested in knowing the following steps to remedy the situation. 
 
Lindsay- Pioneer Courthouse Square staff person 
Lindsay came for follow-up on the amplified protesters disturbing all the neighbors with an 
extremely high volume. Lindsay said that Paul van Orden and a police officer arrived and wrote 
up a citation (with no fine). She is interested in what the next step will be. 
 
After Lindsay’s comments, Robert Mishkin reiterated that some other cities have a registration 
process for buskers, and he doesn’t know what the board thinks about the idea. 
 
Paul van Orden reported on his visits with the Pearl District guitar player and the Pioneer 
Courthouse Square protesters. The people disturbing the Square and surrounding neighbors 
received a citation. Paul van Orden didn’t feel like there was a willingness to comply from either 
of the two parties receiving citations. At this time, Paul van Orden doesn’t have an update on 
the next step if there isn’t compliance from individuals on the Noise Code. Generally, he said, it 
takes around 30 days between citations and a court date, which will help determine the 



 

outcome. In the meantime, the Livability Supervisor will weigh in. It is still unclear what the 
response from the District Attorney will be. 
 
Lindsay from PCS was concerned that the 30 days before a court date is scheduled still allows 
the protesters to show up four more Fridays. She asked whether more citations would help if 
they didn’t come into compliance. Paul van Orden said he would be meeting with his supervisor 
to ascertain the protocol as we advance. 
 
Derek Trost suggested that both Lindsay and Robert open lines of communication to Civic Life 
staff now that there is a formal process in place. 
 
Robert Mishkin wanted to understand what part of the Code explains the process of receiving a 
citation and going to court.  
 
Paul van Orden responded that the City Attorney is involved and exploring ways to move 
violations forward in the right-of-way.  
 
Robert Mishkin asked if he could speak with the attorney to understand how a noise violation 
turns into a criminal case. He also wondered why this path is being followed when he read in 
the Code that the Bureau Director can issue fines of up to $5,000.00. Paul van Orden said he 
was not able to explain the legal process. 
 
Mike Raley added that it’s handled like a traffic ticket. A person receives a ticket and then goes 
to court on the scheduled date to plead their case. 
 
Mary Sipe had the understanding that there hadn’t been a process before for issues in the 
right-of-way. Paul van Orden responded that perhaps a solution is to expand the Noise Office’s 
authority differently.  
 
Approval of the January meeting minutes 
All the board members at the meeting made their edits, and they are in the updated minutes.  
Mike Raley moved to approve the minutes. Derek Trost seconded the motion. Mike Raley “Aye” 
Derek Trost “aye” Mary Sipe “aye,” and Desi Wright didn’t vote due to not being present at the 
January meeting. The minutes passed unanimously from the three members attending last 
month’s meeting.  
 
Early Morning Concrete Pour Subcommittee 
Board Chair Mary Sipe submitted a written update on the Early Morning Concrete Pour 
Variance Subcommittee's work. She presented a PowerPoint presentation summarizing the 
data collected. Copies of the report and PowerPoint are attached, along with copies of the 
spreadsheets that the board reviewed. The panel agreed that the subcommittee would meet 
again to finalize variance guidelines which they will present for consideration. 
 
 



 

Board feedback 
Derek Trost felt that it was essential to consider not granting variances if they could start by 
7:00 am and finish by the end of the day. Still, more data was needed on concrete trucks 
timeline and how rush hour traffic to see if the data confirms the concerns of the contractors 
regarding the availability of trucks and how much they can pump.  
He added that the board needed to learn more about the delivery process and availability. 
 
 
Paul van Orden said that bringing this to the board’s attention was getting more early morning 
start. The contractors say there is no choice due to the supply chain. 
 
Desi Wright agreed and suggested meeting with the concrete suppliers to learn more about 
logistics, schedules, and workforce shortages. 
 
Desi Wright felt the city’s increased density and construction have led to more requests for 
early morning starts. In variance requests for early morning starts. Additionally, having to close 
lanes during rush hour affects morning commute times. 
 
Desi Wright felt comfortable using the guidelines that the board has been using to keep the 
continuity and allow Paul van Orden to set the conditions and approve the variances without 
coming to the board unless it was an unusual request. 
 
Paul van Orden said that there is greater cooperation from contractors in notifications to 
neighbors, which has led to less complaints. 
 
Desi Wright added that the variances brought to the board’s attention have been from 
companies trying to do the right thing. Many companies don’t request a variance and allow 
construction activities when they want, but there is no documentation. Desi would prefer 
focusing on enforcement of regulations rather than being too hard on companies trying to do 
things the right way. 
 
Mary Sipe said the subcommittee would take the feedback and develop recommendations for 
guidelines. The next step will be to come back to the board with the final list. 
 
Since the meeting was getting long, the rest of the agenda will be tabled except for a report on 
the vacant NRB position. There were only two applicants, despite all the outreach done. One of 
those never responded to an interview request. The other applicant was interviewed and had 
some background in acoustics. The panel agreed to offer him the appointment. 
Derek Trost shared that he spoke with two people interested in applying for the position. He 
said they were both people of color interested in being involved but didn’t know about it. He 
felt the outreach was falling short. 
 
Paul van Orden suggested having them apply since having a pool of candidates would make it 
easier when the next position opens.  



 

 
Mary Sipe encouraged members to think about expanding the board at some point, which 
would need a minor code adjustment. 
 
Mary Sipe adjourned the meeting.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


