
The Bureau of 

Environmental Services 

works with Portland 

residents and businesses 

to protect water quality, 

public health, and the 

environment through 

wastewater collection 

and treatment, sewer 

construction and 

maintenance, stormwater 

management, and stream 

and watershed restoration.

The federal Clean Water Act and the Safe Drinking Water Act  
require Portland to implement post-construction stormwater 

management for both private property and the public right-of-way. 
Portland developed its Stormwater Management Manual (SWMM)  

in 1999 and has revised it several times—most recently in 2014.  
The city is currently updating the SWMM.

What is being proposed?
Part of the proposed 2016 revision to the SWMM is 
to move the Source Control requirements (previously 
Chapter 4 of the SWMM) to a separate manual and 
administrative rule, the Source Control Manual 
(SCM). Elevation of the Source Control requirements 
to a new set of rules clearly defines development and 
site-use activities that trigger the Source Control 
requirements and it distinguishes activity-based 
requirements from development-based (impervious 
area) requirements.

No new changes to the source control requirements 
are proposed at this time. No new stormwater management requirements 
are proposed at this time; the same requirements for infiltration, stormwater 
management, and protection of drainageways still apply. 

Nick Fish, Commissioner

Michael Jordan, Director
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Other proposed changes include:

•	Minor	changes	to	Portland	City	Code	17.38	to	authorize	implementation	
of both the SWMM and the Source Control Manual (SCM). 

•	Major	restructuring	of	Chapter	1	of	the	SWMM	to	consolidate	policy	
requirements and to provide system-specific stormwater requirements. 
This also includes clarifying exemptions and expanding criteria for 
discharge	to	Underground	Injection	Controls	(UICs).	

•	Clarifying	existing	maintenance	requirements	for	green	streets	constructed	
under public works permits and new maintenance requirements for 
drainage reserves (replacing a deed notice with an Operations and 
Maintenance Agreement and standard maintenance plans).

•	 Launching	a	new	online	Presumptive	Approach	Calculator	and	retiring	
the Excel version. This interface has improved workflow and functionality 
and includes minor bug fixes.

•	Minor	improvements	to	technical	standards,	including	typical	details	and	
submittal requirements.

•	Revised	Administrative	Review	and	Appeals	requirements	related	to	the	
SWMM and SCM that conform to new citywide standards.

How can I tell what’s different?  
A variety of guidance is posted at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/70389 to 
help navigate through the restructured documents. This includes a detailed 
outline of the 2016 SWMM, a thorough cross-walk between the 2014 
SWMM and the 2016 SWMM and the new SCM, and excerpted flow charts 
from the 2016 SWMM. 

How can I comment on the proposed changes? 
BES	will	accept	public	comment	on	the	proposed	changes	from	8:00	a.m.	
April 4, 2016 through 5:00 p.m. May 6, 2016. Public comments may be 
submitted online at www.portlandoregon.gov/bes/70389 or by mail or 
email to the contact listed below. BES will hold a public hearing by request 
only	on	Wednesday,	April	20	at	5:30	p.m.	at	1900	SW	4th	Avenue	in	Room	
2500B, where you can provide feedback, in person, to city staff. If you want 
to attend a hearing, please contact Amber Clayton to request that the public 
hearing be held. You must request the public hearing no later than 5 p.m. 
on	April	18th	or	the	hearing	will	be	canceled.

When will the changes become effective? 
Both the SWMM and the SCM will take effect in July 2016. For three 
months beginning in July 2016, the 2014 SWMM will also be in effect. 
Starting on October 1, 2016, the 2016 Stormwater Management Manual 
and the 2016 Source Control Manual will be required. 
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