
Fact-first journalism when you need it most. Subscribe to OregonLive.

Advertisement

$298 BUY NOW $328 BUY NOW $298

$298 BUY NOW $298 BUY NOW $198

Frye Paul Wingtip Shoes in Stone, Me… Frye Paul Lace Up in Slate, Men's Siz…

Frye Paul Wingtip Loafers in White, M… Frye Paul Wingtip Shoes, Low Heel in…

SUBSCRIBER EXCLUSIVE

Portlandʼs massive clean energy fund plans
$100M spending spree to fight climate change,
promote racial and social justice
Updated: Sep. 29, 2021, 7:59 a.m. | Published: Sep. 29, 2021, 6:17 a.m.

Subscribe now

https://www.oregonlive.com/digitalsubscription/inline/?utm_campaign=spec_news&utm_source=bluebar&utm_medium=INL&utm_keyword=ACQ-ADH0-2013c
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=RWOOvywMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uIqyrpgZvOkCqwqBSHxO64dr7ZFN2yvyO271od9NQzYGYpYdbD023gbmc8KxcnPR-kwP6-ZBWwL84hQBUAsyj2bjJKgO1I6oYNjgFd-_n8ukVp71RydrCkS67tz6LvTU5lQ8qgNKFROnlqEPmoD-kdA7wlKAEc3W6xRwMthc2pISfYlhH3IoQ3MwN1lykCzNIPuFcilkz2znJxyNPHwT3ap0u0EUIBXdhh5UEjNEgcRem3aWg7IueFsdQnJWeLUxzV440KlOv3LAOFO6F6Fry4eEv8GpFRmg2pkUap-C6DXbBPpvZtoFPNsXqdHMJUGXeqS65dJkojNl3YQaU94bz53&maxdest=http%3A%2F%2Fthefryecompany.com%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=iZ8cNSwMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uKvAs6nWl10nfDwyrMvmFoEaL22oqnAlkmDYa2KzTFMYAyRRPXxtjLPu-gCN28-vw3kOtH6RzQuyUQphsgK21ca2t6AVXm8wCe1HPLCV9MBQ5xixdY2OPgw4JoSF7VfPTUQJqsPMHU6_XQv6NPO5rtSfx_Gg94WNZnR5zAtUMGsL1buKK9-LBfO4blr9G-fjUjqh2gEqKf0DoRuJC1QtdGcxrBK1RlopSeGGgXdocIH9FBTbuQOep1urxSOPduG47HwUCWGmtNyNiGHeGvmL6iX3WsdEG4cDHuC24MwA5S_zs7dSi5S2fD6_94iqL1z8dSEDWMFFTSFUp0U0BTqcksoLBiYDuGFzatubHvKMT1dOQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefryecompany.com%2Fproducts%2Fpaul-wingtip-3480597-80597-stone%3Fvariant%3D30984864071795%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=GrD2cSwMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uL9MVsRqiBsab0G6MR0oKCneNLrK3_VVYxNqjtp7IJwFCiiFX0QRwvARJyRua9BHUHES7BfgDJshhMnpKsn2tD4DD1xAuNFCA4Q2oY1ej9hkipOGeSV4Hfa-1pPmwP-gG5S99LlmmorPdGTECKiL1MIVg5reWnp5DAxZJ9b4XNOihD5Q2f6X4YZi0s72XoopFKyqldAn85zhOi6LUiccLPVO0c-8cbGSQQJa6abrlxkhqbzDr97TETTiWlul2bPES2-nAG9IDIC3jdk2JCCnNFjf5FtIhOE44LuHldKbMkjQQKcMVaMDv6u99SfalLnsX8sRp16bt-f11YALzKeSyht1XlN5hiklQYBI4zUccRu4A&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefryecompany.com%2Fproducts%2Fpaul-lace-up-3480432-80432-slate%3Fvariant%3D20386535538742%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=2QXTriwMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uL0Sp2qAxlIK5FB9M0J31ohWqPQiTt52BQ2eBIuyEHrtXbF6N1aG8ScyLZLbwQu4DRbGefcfOV2iIQuEnFult1GM8YjqRpgVNC5jJSbcBXwXVVnXiPjgz0W2FUWRlX1MXSpPaz2KxYXcH-Kx9wCvgL3_UmZUZ6o7X93OTduWSxuhw5f0rqPcUOgFnAQt_GUQHWBEBWMDjZvwVDOKpWpCnlEJ8_lhHeRa4c5ES2kDyO6rhxj8w0Q_MBQ_NVzVv8YWY2SKLOJxjl0XgJ23nyy6FIHvRMaWtTubgye5FVyVERmS8rGt5cLAiy8d8SJze9im2JGta5AqUytN7al-wLFEul-sBqqXm9xoc-q6CgAgN5xHw&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefryecompany.com%2Fproducts%2Fchris-lace-up-zip-3481630-81630-cognac%3Fvariant%3D37915225718975%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=JKaIjSwMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uIhGVHM8Gd51WyK0GT8WYUZXu3dr4Wr7oikc8AnpZjd94jq3FjIXFbGXCXWcbhp5P4SIUD6BSOn_VnEoOjVuiH_cyzeAR6Q7ndy7fPsAgO8EvFC6IGB1Y8NJhbAWUlah57FGiHsdU8AAaXNK4ApoxgaBMFzbNj81liOkJv7okzp8s8VLE2iuap4g8p4a_iAEmkVeSHwd9Hz1vJPp7xvgnlZkOeVmDEwZDaY7fEZ0R6bTs3oqbw4PPQfcEm5LBopkDmtZAU712FtvyHbbIfHJV8IMUoaac9OngIA2SDSgvzGvW5ao-btFrocGkO1GE5yeO7ux-zuLwl08zU8FQWezsneF7S1T9iIS8IazDd-xyepMA&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefryecompany.com%2Fproducts%2Fpaul-wingtip-3480596-80596-white%3Fvariant%3D37915189084351%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=cZkZFiwMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uIqMQXdKu65vwiSgfNtxsGP_vEbllG-pzqDzGOMp-xz7H8VX_SXo8a8Aq3WjENwINF-OQL_PqHae-as-eJygIgmsnVsM3DJUaj2jvaDs087QIvBzCjtmMIEdn9cmGCmD5lEytMgHWrykQu78QfbqEbk_0D2ZQ9J05n4ODQBHEAaAOtJem98JovSpShFwaVa97FbFLYtQ09AUAL6UJCzJqH02PrT98dfgkHhrfnD4zbLS5BwI7wdCsjAiq2k7ipXIWknn0IGmAwxlw6HhmP3Ae7-iY1zIHxB2XB6urg9Y_Dlxro-LxW2ogDb9nmaYhY3uZRyiV1qhy2dALA-WzL_ZMC49P6D1ZaFp_xWpYwdo3LBjg&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefryecompany.com%2Fproducts%2Fpaul-wingtip-3480596-80596-black%3Fvariant%3D20758675882038%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://cat.da.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php?cppv=3&cpp=IocgqywMnat2FpSsUixhGkQ12WK5qcfWh3qq6hfTxz2GiG7Rv06HBp4nLJD6ME7Qf4fMsQoVj2hGvPkymkGecZpC0P-OfTBVZr3fo1BvAcVtNIt-DGtsL8fFCtga3MUEUzXegxLePh-9HZKo_Cdvu3l05uL7TFfoxRilvY9iW_gzqFaxJtO2lPVX0Gmev8Hu5k7gYrpLezJtJFg88JUHoeKd0iGDe4MT4vGDXtr9D1Rmol1iXHPDThrTABMxIZyKolbU9b0WAhjWWhqNJ3MaRsioqPml0D1UnTiSPVpsgLP1AbhESbpceXgnZFgJGM-moctS17CpnaxUf3h1EBXovb9z-7j_hOosb4kqsFOYr0qqcjH4W8ME08Ejcifd-mjhdKpwdupHXdK2_eQEi1Vdw5k8n0_IOCTe_ONnxk0-Y5Rcz3A5b4mtaNrMRJhEHDAhKAivtvTE8cFqvSlW35ZxNg7aio21fNeE-92D_xOxOvAyeCoyMjIyfyMtYa8Cd3Vt6l1QHQ&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.thefryecompany.com%2Fproducts%2Fastor-low-lace-3480712-80712-black%3Fvariant%3D30984864825459%26utm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dretargeting
https://www.oregonlive.com/news/2021/09/portlands-massive-clean-energy-fund-plans-100m-spending-spree-to-fight-climate-change-promote-racial-and-social-justice.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/


(Oregonian/OregonLive file photo) Brooke Herbert/The Oregonian/OregonLive

T 312
shares

By Shane Dixon Kavanaugh | The Oregonian/OregonLive

Portland city officials are preparing to bankroll a new bonanza of clean energy projects

and jobs geared toward the city’s historically marginalized communities.

About $100 million will be up for grabs before the end of 2022 for local nonprofit

groups that can retrofit low-income homes, plant trees in sun-scorched

neighborhoods and perform other activities that reduce greenhouse gas emissions or

build green energy workforces.

Advertisement

http://www.oregonlive.com/staff/shane-kavanaugh/posts.html
https://www.oregonlive.com/politics/2021/03/portlands-massive-clean-energy-fund-set-to-bankroll-first-projects-for-communities-of-color-marginalized-residents.html


The program, known as the Portland Clean Energy Community Benefit Fund, began

soliciting proposals Tuesday for a $60 million tranche to be awarded this spring. It

plans to dole out an additional $35 million to $45 million later in 2022, city officials

said.

The massive cash infusion comes nearly three years after voters in 2018

overwhelmingly approved a 1% tax on large Portland retailers.

Proponents pitched the fund as a first-of-its kind initiative that would provide millions

of dollars to create jobs and promote resiliency for those facing the most severe

impacts from climate change in Portland — a local Green New Deal of sorts.

But it got off to a slow start. Retailers were charged the tax based on their sales

starting Jan. 1, 2019.

It wasn’t until April of this year that the program, which is overseen by the Bureau of

Planning and Sustainability, awarded just under $9 million for a first round of 45

proposals that ranged from Black-led apprenticeship programs in weatherization and

solar installation to rooftop gardens run by a local yoga studio.

[See a list of all grant recipients and their projects]

That amount was just a fraction of the money amassed by the city. Budget documents

project the fund will have raised more than $160 million by the end of this year.
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“The first round tested our systems and helped us improve the process so we could

scale up and award larger grants for bigger projects,” said Sam Baraso, the fund’s

program manager.

City officials estimate the local retail tax will continue to generate up to $60 million

annually, a sum that’s double the entire budget for Portland’s emergency

communications bureau and nearly as much as Portland and Multnomah County

spent on homeless services last year.

In an interview Tuesday, Baraso said the program planned to distribute $70 to $90

million annually over the next three or four years to draw down the fund’s massive

surplus.

“Given everything that’s happened in the last year, we’re collectively excited to see

what we can do,” Baraso said.

As written, the program has few strings attached or measurements for success.

According to city code enacted in 2019, the fund can finance any project related to

clean energy, green infrastructure and regenerative agriculture or workforce

development programs in those fields.
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The projects should prioritize low-income Portlanders, communities of color, women

and people with disabilities or who are chronically unemployed, the code states.

Each proposal is reviewed by a nine-person grant committee, five of whom were

appointed by the mayor and the city’s four elected commissioners. Grant recipients

are required to submit quarterly reports to track the progress of their selected

projects.

In April, the Community Energy Project was awarded a one-year, $890,000 grant to

perform energy retrofits and repairs for 20 low-income Black homeowners in Portland,

including installing rooftop solar panels on five of the homes.

A summary of the proposal claimed these improvements would reduce the properties’

energy consumption by 55% and shave 38% off their utility bills.

Charity Fain, Community Energy Project’s executive director, said Tuesday the

nonprofit launched the project in July and had wrapped up energy audits on all 20

homes, many of them owned by seniors, and already completed the efficiency

upgrades on one of them.

“We’re moving right along,” said Fain, who added that her organization planned to

submit at least two new proposals for the next round of funding from the city.
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“We believe that everyone deserves a safe, healthy, efficient home, regardless of

income,” she said.

The grant application process closes Nov. 30. For mor information visit the Portland

Clean Energy Community Benefits Fund grant guide.

-- Shane Dixon Kavanaugh; 503-294-7632

Email at skavanaugh@oregonian.com

Follow on Twitter @shanedkavanaugh

Subscribe to Oregonian/OregonLive newsletters and podcasts for the latest news and

top stories.
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