
Assumption of the Risk and Waiver of Liability Relating to Coronavirus/COVID-19 

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. 
Experts say that COVID-19 is highly contagious and spreads person-to-person between people who are in close 
contact with one another (within about 6 feet) or through respiratory droplets produced when an infected person 
coughs or sneezes. 

Portland Parks & Recreation (PP&R), a City of Portland bureau, has monitored the COVID-19 outbreak since it 
began. We continue to follow the guidance of, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Oregon Health 
Authority, Multnomah County Health Department, and the Portland Bureau of Emergency Management. After 
considering the risks and uncertainty related to COVID-19, we have determined that it is appropriate to resume 
some activities in city parks and facilities, subject to your acknowledgment and assumption of the associated risks 
and responsibilities. 

Although experts have indicated that infection occurs primarily through close person-to-person contact, much 
remains unknown about the risk of infection caused by exposure to contaminated surfaces. Your signing of this 
waiver means you acknowledge that PP&R cannot guarantee that any, or all, surfaces in parks or parks facilities 
are disinfected at any given time. PP&R will clean and sanitize equipment and surfaces at PP&R parks and facilities 
on a regular basis as capacity allows. However, due in part to the uncertainty regarding the risks, we cannot 
guarantee that you will not be exposed to the virus that causes COVID-19 when you use those assets. You as the 
participant accept that the use of equipment and participation in our classes/programs is at your own risk, and it 
is your responsibility to minimize that risk through procedures recommended by public health authorities, 
including wearing face coverings, frequent handwashing, sanitizing surfaces, and maintaining at least 6 feet of 
physical distance between individuals at all times. 

PP&R allows participation under the condition that you take responsibility for the following at a PP&R park or 
property: 

• Prohibiting anyone who is presenting COVID-19 symptoms or feeling ill for any reason from attending. This 
includes yourself. 

• Utilizing proper personal protective or hygiene equipment, such as face coverings and hand sanitizer.  

• Everyone ages 3 & up is required to wear a face covering. A face covering is required upon entry and must 
always be worn while inside facilities, and in certain situations may also be required outdoors. This includes 
while actively exercising/participating. 

• Ensuring safe physical distancing (a minimum of 6 feet) between participants from different households as 
asymptomatic spread is a frequent occurrence. Just because someone feels well doesn’t mean they aren’t 
a carrier. 

• Ending your participation if safe physical distancing proves to be, or becomes, impractical. 

• Sharing equipment is not permitted. 

• Space is limited to the pre-set markings for each activity, admittance is based on first come, first served or 
enrollment when applicable. 

 

By participating you acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and voluntarily assume the risk that you 
may be exposed to the virus that causes COVID-19 while at a PP&R park or facility. You also acknowledge and 
voluntarily assume the risk that such exposure or infection may result in personal injury, illness, permanent 



disability, and death. Additionally, you acknowledge and assume the risk that, despite best efforts, the negligence 
of the City of Portland or its employees may contribute to your exposure to COVID-19. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

I have read the above, and I understand that there is a risk of exposure to the virus that causes COVID-19 while at 
a PP&R park or facility. By participating I accept responsibility for my own safety, or that of my child(ren), and I 
agree to indemnify the City of Portland for claims arising from my/their failure to carry out my/their 
responsibilities. I will hold harmless the City of Portland and its employees, including for claims of negligence, to 
the extent allowed by law. 

 

Please sign and date below: 

Signature ___________________________________________________ Date ________________ 

 


