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PMG FILE PHOTO: SHASTA KEARNS MOORE - Khanh Pham of the Asian Pacific American Network of Oregon and Tony DeFalco of Verde toast each other in 2018, in celebration of the passage of the
Portland Clean Energy Fund.

My view: More climate action needed for underserved Portlanders
 Rep. Khanh Pham   September 10 2021

Portland Clean Energy Fund builds our climate future, with most-impacted communities at the center.

(https://pamplinmedia.com/images/artimg/00003714116131-0863.jpg)As a community organizer, I played a founding role in a historic coalition effort that united

communities of color with mainstream environmental organizations to establish the Portland Clean Energy Fund (PCEF). After being excluded from environmental

funding for decades, communities of color and our allies came together to prioritize solutions that would be led by and benefit those most impacted by climate change.
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Our fossil fuel-based economy creates many inequities, including high energy

costs, lack of good-paying jobs, and greenhouse gas emissions — which impact

low-income communities and communities of color the most. The Portland Clean
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Energy Fund requires that programs take a holistic approach in addressing these

inequities, and grantees are meeting the high standards of the program with

innovative solutions. Now, communities of color are updating low-income people's

homes with ductless heat pumps at Verde Builds, creating job opportunities for

formerly incarcerated people at Constructing Hope, and doing deep energy retrofits

for low-income homes through the Community Energy Project.

Simultaneously, the climate crisis is hitting our most vulnerable now. As the

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report released last month made

clear, we are locked into 1.5 degrees of warming and well on our way to 2 degrees.

In the last year, our most vulnerable communities have suffered extreme wildfires,

multiple deadly heat waves and equally deadly ice storms. Climate disaster is here,

lives are being lost and our communities are vulnerable now.

A D V E R T I S I N G | Continue reading below

 (https://reach.adspmg.com/cl.php?

bannerid=12712&zoneid=739&sig=38b0b299222ec7b32e03327b85e71f9f7ed8feaea9add8872927baad1ee45ebb&oadest=https%3A%2F%2Fcli.re%2FaAnovz)

The lack of bold climate action by government agencies and leaders is why Portland voters decided to meet the challenge of climate action by passing a ballot

measure that provides funding for our most impacted neighbors to reduce their greenhouse emissions while also building resilience to the deadly heat waves, ice

storms and smoke events that have already arrived in our city.

Unfortunately, some political actors have attempted to divert these PCEF resources towards their own interests. To be clear, we also support more investments in

clean transportation projects. But the PCEF language, as approved by voters, was not designed to focus on transportation, at least not at the start. PCEF is focused

on the areas our communities have been most underinvested: from renewable energy and energy efficiency to job training and green infrastructure. Transportation

projects, which tend to be very costly, should be addressed by agencies like the Oregon or Portland transportation agencies, and potentially PCEF down the road.

We should work together to find alternative revenue streams for climate action that can be created to fund pressing issues such as transportation. Based on the 65%

of voter support for PCEF, it's clear that voters are enthusiastic for new climate action ideas that center the most impacted people. Why aren't we seeking new

revenue streams and creative solutions rather than asking one program to cover a decades-long shortfall in climate investments?
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I have full confidence in the PCEF grant committee and program staff to continue to build out an innovative program that considers the input of all community

members and not let us be silenced. Portlanders have a shared climate future, and it's time to make sure that we invest in every community. The Portland Clean

Energy Fund is on track to get us there, with a range of voices participating every step of the way, and communities at the center. I encourage all voters with interest in

this process to participate, and make your voices heard by attending publicly available meetings (https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/grant-committee) via video

conference call.

Rep. Khanh Pham, D-Portland, represents District 46, which includes portions of central eastside Portland.

 (http://SavingLocalNews.com)

You count on us to stay informed and we depend on you to fund our efforts. Quality local journalism takes time and money. Please support us to protect the future of

community journalism.

Sponsored

Are you currently vaccinated
for COVID-19? (Select One)

 Yes
 No

Next

ALSO ON PAMPLIN MEDIA

2 days ago 1 comment

First woman fire captain 
breaks barriers at TVF&R, 
Local News, Tigard, Tualatin 

FirstFirst woman woman fire fire
captaincaptain breaks breaks barriers barriers

• 2 days ago 1 comment

Lake Oswego ranked one of 
best places to live by 
Money.com , Local News, 

LakeLake Oswego Oswego ranked ranked
oneone of of best best places places to to

• 2 days ago 9 comments

The New Republic admits 
conflict with Kristof 
endorsement, Local News, 

TheThe New New Republic Republic
admitsadmits conflict conflict with with … …

• 2 days ago 20 com

Ted Wheeler: â€™
job', Local News,
local News, Brea

Ted Wheeler: 'Ted Wheeler: '
this job'this job'

•

What do you think?
0 Responses

Upvote Funny Love Surprised Angry Sad

Comments and reactions for this thread are now closed.

0 0 0 0 0 0


×

3 Comments Pamplin Media 🔒 Disqus' Privacy Policy Login1

t Tweet f Share Sort by Best

Pamplin Media Comment Policy
Comments are welcomed and encouraged on this site.
Please read our Comment Policy before commenting.

 Recommend

https://www.portland.gov/bps/cleanenergy/grant-committee
http://savinglocalnews.com/
https://disqus.com/home/forums/pamplinmedia/
https://help.disqus.com/customer/portal/articles/466259-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/home/inbox/
https://disqus.com/by/cheverfella/
https://pamplinmedia.com/pt/10-opinion/521351-416545-my-view-more-climate-action-needed-for-underserved-portlanders?tmpl=component&print=1#comment-5530022382
https://pamplinmedia.com/pt/111170-pamplin-media-group-privacy-policy
https://disqus.com/by/cheverfella/

