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To: Members of the Oregon Transportation Commission  

From: Multnomah County and the City of Portland  

Date: December 9, 2020  

Re: 2024-27 STIP Development  

 
Our shared City, County and State goals around safety, climate and equity are urgent and crucial 
to the future of our residents. The Oregon Transportation Safety Action Plan identifies a goal of 
eliminating deaths and life-changing injuries on Oregon's transportation System by 2035.  The 
Governor of Oregon's Climate Executive Order calls on Oregon to reduce Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions at least 45% below 1990 levels by 2035, and the Oregon Department of 
Transportation’s (ODOT) strategic plan calls on ODOT to prioritize diversity, equity, and inclusion 
by identifying and addressing systemic barriers to ensure all Oregonians benefit from 
transportation services and investments. Unfortunately, we are not on track to meet these goals. 

This year is turning out to be one of our worst years for traffic fatalities in Multnomah County. 
Thus far, 49 people have died in traffic crashes on streets within Portland in 2020 – 40% of those 
crashes occurred on state owned facilities.  An additional 22 people have died on other 
roadways throughout Multnomah County. People in more diverse neighborhoods in outer east 
Portland and Multnomah County are more likely to be victims of traffic crashes and 
transportation remains one of the largest contributors to statewide greenhouse gas emissions. 
These disparities have become even more apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

In order to make real progress, there must be a significant and sustained commitment to 
investing in projects that reduce climate emissions, increase safety and decrease transportation 
inequities. We need to address these challenges immediately.  

We applaud the analysis you have provided on climate, equity and safety outcomes in the 
2024-27 Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) Update. We appreciate that you 
have identified the need to address systemic barriers to meeting these goals and your 
outcome-based process for developing a proposed funding scenario.  



 
Based on the evaluation of the four scenarios presented in advance of the Dec. 1 Oregon 
Transportation Commission (OTC) meeting we were in favor of Scenario 2 – Non-Highway. 
Scenario 2 increases the amount of non-highway funding in the STIP from $148M in FY 2021-24 
to $320M in 2024-27. Based on the $2.2 billion 2024-27 STIP, Scenario 2 would roughly double 
the percent of the STIP going to non-highway, from about 7.5% of the STIP to about 15%. 
Although this is a relatively small change in the overall STIP, your analysis shows this is what is 
needed to make “significant” gains toward our equity and climate goals. We are also hopeful 
that with additional non-highway funding we will be able to provide significant investments to 
improve safety and help transform orphan highways like 82nd Avenue.  
 
At the Dec. 1 OTC meeting, you introduced three new hybrid scenarios that had not been 
previously seen by the public. We are concerned that there has not been enough time for 
stakeholders to understand these new scenarios and provide meaningful feedback. Out of the 
new scenarios, we are most supportive of Scenario 3b. However, we urge you to either focus on 
the original scenarios or provide more time for public comment and postpone a final decision 
until January.  
 
This is a complicated process during complicated times. The public is currently being asked to 
provide feedback on these scenarios without adequate background on the components that 
make up each of these funding buckets. We understand that in January we will begin to learn 
more about each of the funding bucket components. This additional information will help us all 
further evaluate each scenario and is another reason to postpone the decision until January.  
 
Regardless of the funding scenario that is selected, we want to reiterate our strong support for 
investing in orphan highways like 82nd Ave. Many orphan highways are located in, and continue 
to negatively impact, our most diverse communities. Safety improvements on these high crash 
arterials simply cannot wait  
 
We look forward to working closely with you on the next steps in developing the STIP. With 
shared clarity around the need to improve safety, equity and climate outcomes and a shared 
commitment to transparency, we can create the transportation system that our community 
expects  of us.  
 

Sincerely,  

 

Jessica Vega Pederson Chris Warner  

County Commissioner Director, Portland Bureau of Transportation 
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