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Tough Trees Bootcamp

Portland's trees work hard, but our volunteers work even harder.

Just as our trees need regular care, we need to remember to take care of ourselves. Join your
neighbors outdoors this spring, working on the body mechanics that keep tree caregivers
strong. Then apply those skills directly to our community's trees.

There are two roles available for different skills and abilities. You can register for one or both! Learn
more about these volunteer opportunities online.

Pruning Preparers

Time: Flexible, between January 29, 2021 and February 2, 2021.

Get your steps in with a purpose as you canvass selected streets to evaluate trees in need of care.
Report back your collected information to the project manager. Sign up here.

Tree Caregivers 

Time: Saturday, February 6, 2021. Three separate time slots available.

Learn the body mechanics that keep our arborists limber as a pine. Participants will put these new
skills to use by mulching and pruning street trees.

The location will be in the Hazelwood Neighborhood and the meeting address will be shared after
registration. Sign up here.

Not able to make this one? The next Tough Trees Bootcamp will be in Southeast Portland.

Upcoming Events
Opportunities to learn and volunteer!
www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/workshops

Portland Treevia
Wednesday, January 13, 2021 (Today!),
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, Online via Zoom
 
Join your neighbors for a fun night of virtual
tree trivia tonight!

You do not need to be an expert in tree science
for this upcoming online trivia event. Tree
enthusiasts of all ages and abilities are welcome.

When you register, you will automatically be
teamed up with your nearest neighbors to form a Treevia team. Together, you can put your urban tree
knowledge to the test. Learn more about tonight's event online.

More Upcoming Events

1/22/2021, Neighborhood Tree Stewards Tree Pruning: Need some pruning practice? If you are a
graduate of the Neighborhood Tree Stewards (NTS) program, you can prepare to join other local NTS
graduates to get outside and work through the goals of young tree pruning. To keep group sizes small,
you can choose from one of three available sections and time slots. Learn more and sign up here.

Ongoing:

Parks Still Available for 2021: Adopt-a-Pop-Up. Do you love visiting your local park? Our arboreta
installations need a neighbor nearby to keep an eye on them. Volunteers would visit the park weekly,
check the installed signs, and report to the program manager if there are any maintenance needs.
Volunteers may also provide community outreach assistance for their adopted arboretum. Time
commitment: 4-8 weeks, up to 2-4 hours weekly. Available Parks: Glenhaven Park, Hillside Park, Knott
City Park, Lincoln City Park, Clinton Park. If you are interested in adopting one of these parks,
complete this online form or email ufvolunteers@portlandoregon.gov.

Winter Wonders Tree Walk: Build your own tree walk this winter! Follow the guide on the Winter
Wonders Tree Walk page to locate trees in your neighborhood that deserve a winter visit for their bark,
berries, or branches. Keep your walk all to yourself or share it with friends.

Replacement Plantings Add to Ainsworth Linear
Arboretum’s Diversity

Urban Forestry staff and volunteers teamed up to plant trees at the Ainsworth Linear Arboretum in
December 2020.

Please enjoy this guest article by Jim Gersbach, Urban Forestry tree steward and member of
the Concordia Tree Team.

Age is taking a toll on the Norway maples that make up most of the trees in the Ainsworth
median blocks (map) in Northeast Portland. Last year, seven dead and dying Norway maples – a
species now on the City of Portland’s nuisance list – had to be removed to protect public
safety. 

On Dec. 18, 2020, five replacement trees were planted by Urban Forestry staff and volunteer tree
stewards from the Concordia, Woodlawn and King neighborhoods. View the planting day photos on
Flickr.

The trees were paid for in part by fees developers pay the City as mitigation when large trees are
removed during development. The fees cover the purchase and planting of the trees, and also summer
watering for up to five years. This has become critical as summer droughts become more frequent and
severe in Portland.

For more information on how tree fees are spent, read the most recent Trust Fund Reports.

Since 2005, the Ainsworth median blocks, as well as the north and south planting strips on either side,
have been an official City of Portland arboretum. That is the year when the City’s Urban Forestry
Commission designated this area as a place to plant new and rarer street trees, and to trial other tree
species on an investigational basis to see how well they fare in an actual street setting.

The trees planted on December 18 are approved for planting strips at least six feet or wider. However,
they are not commonly seen around the city and could be better known. Planting on Ainsworth should
make it easier for people in North and Northeast Portland to see what these large-form trees look like
and how well they perform as they mature.

The species planted include:

Espresso Kentucky coffeetree (Gymnocladus dioicus ‘Espresso’) - a seedless male, native to
the Midwest
Forest Green Hungarian oak (Quercus frainetto ‘Schmidt’) - a drought-tolerant cultivar with
especially dark green leaves and upright form, native to Southeast Europe
Hardy Chinese rubber tree (Eucommia ulmoides) - the only species in its genus, this
deciduous tree is native to China
Holly oak (Quercus ilex) - a long-lived, evergreen oak native to North Africa and southern
Europe
Swamp white oak (Quercus bicolor) - a 50 to 70-foot-tall tree native to the eastern United
States 

A second hardy Chinese rubber tree and a Rivers’ purple beech were not available in December but are
slated to be planted later this year.

In Other News
Giant Sequoia Named 2021 Urban Tree of the Year: The Society of Municipal Arborists recently
recognized the Giant Sequoia as its urban tree of the year. Read about the qualities that landed this
giant the top spot. Also keep your eyes open for information from Urban Forestry's own Jeff Ramsey,
who was quoted in the article. Read the story here.

Search & Register for Classes   |   Recreation Programs  |   Nature Programs   |   PP&R Home Page

Urban Forestry
1900 SW 4th Ave., Portland, OR 97201 • 503-823-8733 

Portland Parks & Recreation • www.PortlandParks.org
Mayor Ted Wheeler • Director Adena Long

Follow us

Subscribe to our email list.

http://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https://t.e2ma.net/webview/ge6qbd/61d95c6ff361a6921aee83f8363349c1
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=January%202021%20Tree%20Bark%20%23%201+https://t.e2ma.net/webview/ge6qbd/61d95c6ff361a6921aee83f8363349c1
http://t.e2ma.net/sendtofriend/:account_id/ge6qbd/
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/60388
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/60389
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/trees/65368
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/trees/59512
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/38294
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/events/2021/1/29/tough-trees-bootcamp-east
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/452812/event/569484
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/452812/event/569485
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/events/2021/2/19/tough-trees-bootcamp-southeast
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/64539
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJwpfuyoqT0tEtNDkngbNeZKGjJxwI_oZ8Wo
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/events/2021/1/13/portland-treevia
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/neighborhood-tree-stewards
https://www.trackitforward.com/site/452812/event/566844
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/pop-arboreta#toc-volunteer-opportunities
https://forms.gle/AyUCUzZPedv93v5r8
mailto:ufvolunteers@portlandoregon.gov?subject=Adopt-a-Pop-Up
https://www.portland.gov/trees/get-involved/winter-wonders-tree-walk
https://goo.gl/maps/MsrWpKNDgukGyAAc7
https://www.portland.gov/trees/tree-planting/nuisance-tree-list
https://www.flickr.com/photos/urbanforestry/albums/72157717855212191
https://www.portland.gov/trees/tree-code-trust-fund-reports
https://www.portland.gov/trees/6-foot-list-without-hv
https://read.dmtmag.com/i/1322557-january-february-2021/29?m4=
https://apm.activecommunities.com/portlandparks
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/38277
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/38279
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/35300
http://www.portlandparks.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PortlandParks
https://twitter.com/PDXParksandRec
http://www.youtube.com/pdxparksandrec
http://myemma.com/powered-by-emma-email?utm_source=e2ma&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=powered-by-emma-email&utm_content=emma-logo-template-footer
https://app.e2ma.net/app2/audience/signup/1756946/1734550/?v=a

