
1 
 

PORTLAND CHARTER COMMISSION  
City Council Elections Subcommittee 
September 2021 

 
 

Research questions 

1. Elected offices: Which offices should be elected by the people? 

2. Council constituency: What should the constituency of Councilors be? Examples include at-

large, district, or a mixture of at-large and district. If the Committee recommends districts, how 

should districts be drawn? 

3. Council size: How many City Councilors should we have to fulfill the work of Portland?  

4. Form of voting: What form of voting should we use to elect city elected offices? Should our 

system retain a winner-take-all/loser has none approach?  

5. Timing of elections: Should we have a two-round system that includes a primary and a general 

election? Should local elections be aligned with the presidential general election? Should the 

length of campaigns change? 

6. Expanding democracy: Who should have the ability to vote on Portland’s elected leaders? 

Who should have the ability to take part in direct democracy ballot measures? 

7. Campaign finance: How can funds be raised and spent? What is the role of public financing 

 


