
 

Slide 2: Mobility: Future Congestion 

Group 1:  

Attendance: 

Amy Schlusser, Dave Chalmers, David Stein, Stephanie Fong 

Facilitator:  Gabriela Giron Valderrama, Notetaker: Nubia Milpas Martinez 

 

Slide 1: Safety 

Location:  Columbia corridor 

Issue:  The Columbia corridor is a very scary corridor. (Stephanie) 

Location:  Columbia corridor 

Issue:  Columbia is the most troubling spot I see in town. (Dave) 

Location:  CEID 

Issue:  Raised concerns about SE industrial area. She said the area was unsafe for bicycle 

users. (Amy) 

• Trucks aren’t sticking to one main artery. 

• It gets congested 

• If you’re on a bike, it’s pretty frightening. 

• Claimed there were too many overlapping networks in that area 

o “too many cooks in the kitchen” 

Jam Board: My personal experience is with the Columbia corridor and I5 interchange as being a 

very troubling spot 

Jam Board: CEID always feels dangerous to navigate on bike. The smooth roads have a lot of parks 

cars limiting visibility and debris on the road. The smaller roads are just horrible to 

navigate even with fewer vehicles. 

Jam Board: Downtown needs freight delivery to involve smaller vehicles and have loading spaces 

so bike lanes are not compromised as frequently. It will also improve congestion and 

air pollution. 

Jam Board: Lombard feels so wide and dangerous to cross on foot due to speeding 



Location:  Division St. 

Issue:  I would like to see dedicated lanes on division (Stephanie) 

Location:  Freeways 

Issue:  Sees congestion on the freeway. On ramps and off ramps. Bottle necks are creating a 

ripple effect of congestion (Amy) 

Jam Board: Would like to see on ramp off ramp lanes like what is used in WA state 

Jam Board: Hawthorne bridge could be solved by eliminating a general purpose lane and instead 

having a dedicated bus and freight lane. 

Jam Board: Why is it being assumed that 82nd Avenue won't have any future congestion? Is the 

$185 million projected to resolve all congestion? 

Jam Board: Charging for use of bridges and major roads would be a viable way of reducing SOV use 

and congestion. 

Jam Board: Why is Rose Quarter project not going to fix surface street congestion issues? 

Jam Board: How much of this congestion would be solved with smaller freight vehicles and/or bike 

freight? 

 

Slide 3: Emissions of Particulate Matter and Equity 

Location:  n/a 

Issue:  Wants to see more loading zones, more freight staging areas. (Dave) 

• Trucks are blocking corners of the street. 

• Wants to see 5 minute parking/loading zones established 

Location:  Downtown 

Issue:  • Highlighted challenges of delivering downtown  

• “trucks will drive in circles; more loading zones could prevent co2 emissions 

from this process.  

• Recommended retraining drivers to teach them it’s ok to stop/turn off trucks. 

o He explained there’s a misconception that trucks can’t be turned off 

because they require a great deal of [energy or fuel?] to start up. Dave 

said this assumption was false.  

o He noted that leaving trucks on was also a security issue for freight 

companies as it leaves trucks vulnerable to theft. (all dave) 



Location:  Division + 34th  

Issue:  Sees refrigerated trucks, beat up sisco trucks, driving in circles. Her neighborhood has 

convenience stores and beer deliveries. Trucks will often block the roads in her 

neighborhood. She lives near division and 34th (Amy) 

Jam board: No parking/loading zones is a big issue in NW Portland as well as downtown, leading to 

more emissions and frustrations on the road. Pedestrian crossing is especially 

dangerous on Burnside 

Jam board: Noise and idling in neighborhood streets - Division and SE 34th Ave 

 



Group 2:  

Attendance: 

Sara Wright, Ellen Wax, Erik Molander, Tom Dechenne, Heather Stebbings 

Facilitator: Denver Igarta, Notetaker: Sebastian Guerrero 

 

Slide 1: Safety 

Location:  [general] 

Issue:  • We should expand the safety conversation to include rail and hazmat materials. 

• I am constricted by the safety map. There are lots of places that people don’t walk 

or go to because freight is scary. It is daunting to identify specific locations on this 

map. 

• This seems like an obvious topic for public outreach, very clear public engagement 

opportunity, not quite right for us, but good for humans. (all from Sara) 

Location:  Swan Island 

Issue:  One of the hot spot locations, in Swan Island, is captured in this map. (Ellen) 

Location:  Marine Drive 

Issue:  On Marine Drive we are projecting a significant increase in traffic. Marine drive is also 

a high crash corridor. In the past 60 days there have been 2 deaths there, although not 

directly related to trucks. Trucks coming out of the new warehouse facility on Marine 

Drive is a significant issue. (Tom) 

Location:  [general] 

Issue:  When traffic was so minimal last summer, speeds were even higher on this high speed 

corridor, the safety aspect is horrendous relative to before COVID. Every day it seems 

that people are driving less safe, especially in high speed, including major arterials. Are 

we taking this into account in our planning? (Tom) 

Location:  Columbia Lombard 

Issue:  think about ways you can complete the network and close gas in biceped network, one 

of the issues in Columbia-Lombard Plan, it would be a great enhancement to bike trips 

out to the airport, completing the path. (Erik) 



 

Slide 2: Mobility: Future Congestion 

Location:  CEID 

Issue:  Delay associated with freight trains crossing the roads, in Central East Side, I have 

experienced freight delay at these locations. Down the transit station, on 11th and 12th, 

I was stuck on an at-grade crossing. (Sara) 

Location:  Alderwood RD and Columbia BLVD 

Issue:  One of the congestion points is important at Alderwood RD and Columbia BLVD, 

congestion at this location is a major issue for the semiconductor industry. (Erik) 

Location:  n/a 

Issue:  Erik would like to highlight, that as I read this data, intersection of MLK, I5, and Marine 

Drive is still congested after spending 3 billion dollars on the bridge replacement. 

Location:  St. Johns Bridge bypass // highway 30 and how it will connect to Columbia 

Jam Board I-5 Marine Drive MLK is a Red Zone even after spending $3 Billion on the Interstate 

Bridge Replacement project 

Jam Board St Johns Bridge congestion is really significant 

Jam Board I believe for visual planning conditions vs. future planning, we ought to outline the 

choke points with much larger red lines., i.e. CRC, Lloyd Center/I-5, Hwy 26/I-405.....   

Reason: so those in planning and the general public can get a better feel for the 

importance of spending transportation funds  FOR THE MOST BANG FOR OUR BUCK. 

 

Slide 3: Emissions of Particulate Matter and Equity 

Location:  n/a 

Location:  Columbia Lombard 

Issue:   I would echo that. Started riding my bike last year, and have traveled from downtown 

to St. Johns, including trying to bike on Columbia Boulevard, and it is very dangerous. 

(Tom 

Jam Board: Highway 30 trucks and rail and bicycles 

Jam Board: Interstate is terrifying to bike on (south of Kaiser) 

Jam Board: St. John's area going from the St. John's bridge to Port Terminals and other facilities - 

concern is increased pedestrian traffic with the freight corridor 



Issue:  Build EV charging for delivery Vans 

 

Group 3:  

Attendance: 

Victoria "Vee" Paykar , Rachel Dawson, Keith Wilson, and Hannah Skutt 

Facilitator: Bridget Wieghart, Notetaker: Sorin Garber 

 

Slide 1: Safety 

Location:  82nd Ave 

Issue:  The large volume of trucks using 82nd Avenue make me feel uncomfortable as a 

pedestrian and bicyclist, particularly at SE Holgate and Division intersections.   

Location:  St. John’s  

Issue:  I would not be comfortable cycling on US 30 towards the St. Johns Bridge, even with 

the bike lane, given the speed and lack of barrier. 

Location:  Columbia Blvd 

Issue:  ‘While I’ve only driven on Columbia Blvd, it doesn’t feel like it’s a safe pedestrian 

environment. I’ve heard of a segment of Columbia Blvd. that hosts a community center 

and a school where there are no bus stops.  Anecdotally, that sounds like an 

uncomfortable walking environment. 

Location:  CEID 

Issue:  ‘The streets of the Central Eastside present problems for truck drivers, bicyclists, 

pedestrians, and e-mobility users (such as those travelers using electric scooters and 

skateboards).  The City should widen the existing bicycle lanes and create new ones in 

the district. There are many close calls occurring with trucks coming off the bridges 

and also where trucks turn right from SE 7th Avenue onto SE Hawthorne Blvd.’ 

Location:  Brooklyn Yard 

Issue:  ‘Safety is a concern in the Brooklyn Yard area too. At the Holgate and SE 17th Avenue 

intersection, there are a lot of trucks turning right into Brooklyn Yard which leads to 

backups and is especially troubling for bicyclists to navigate through. 

Location:  Sellwood 



 

Slide 2: Mobility: Future Congestion 

Location:  n/a 

Issue:  ‘The ICCP report on climate change released this week stressed the need to cut 

emissions by 55% by 2030. For our 2040Freight Plan, I advocate for reducing passenger 

vehicles, increasing transit, and allowing only zero-emission trucks.’ 

Location:  North Portland 

Issue:  ‘The northern part of the City – especially the streets leading to I-205 and I-5 on-ramps 

are blocked between 3PM and 6PM.  These delays increase truck emissions and reduce 

the productivity and profitability of trucking companies.’ 

Location:  OR 99E 

Issue:  ‘The Holgate interchange from OR 99E has a short ramp for right turns which leads to 

spillback onto OR 99E.” 

 

Slide 3: Emissions of Particulate Matter and Equity 

Location:  [general] 

Issue:  ‘We don’t want to see any unhealthy PM emission  levels.’ 

Location:  [general] 

Issue:  We should not be using any petroleum fuels by 2040.  We need to pivot away from 

fossil fuels. 

Location:  [general] 

Issue:  Want to change our energy sources - more renewable diesel. 

Location:  Rose Quarter 

Issue:  The exhibit should include the emissions levels at the Rose Quarter.’  

 

Issue:  ‘Finally, trucks often cannot complete full turns in the Sellwood neighborhood because 

the streets and intersections are too narrow. There are instances where oncoming 

traffic must back up to allow trucks to complete their turn. 

Location:  [general] 

Issue:  In general, low speeds allow me to feel more comfortable as a bicyclist and pedestrian, 

and narrow streets are safer because they slow traffic speeds. 



 

Slide 2: Mobility: Future Congestion 

Group 4: (public group) 

Attendance: 

Kerrie Franey, Michelle Sprague, Jone van Rees, Michael Pullen (MultCo), Scott Turnoy, (ODOT) 

Facilitator: Gena Gestaldi, Notetaker: Gregory Mallon. 

 

Slide 1: Safety 

Location:  Brooklyn Neighborhood 

Issue:  CEID turning movements are high with freight trucks and vulnerable users.  

Is there a developing conversation around vision zero and specifically pedestrians and 

bicyclists with freight trucks? (Michelle and Joan) 

Location:  I-5 future rose quarter projects, Moda Center, and the Central Eastside 

Issue:  Historic buildings and very sharp turns around those buildings. It’s an issue with 

infrastructure and it's an issue with the built environment (tight space around blocks 

make for small turning radii). 

Location:  Freeway entrances and exits and NE Broadway/Weidler 

Issue:  Consider turning movements with more emphasis on lead pedestrian intervals (LPI) 

leading multi modal conflict points around Wielder. Additionally, adding associated 

signage for driver awareness. 

Location:   Powell + Holgate 

Issue:  Heavy duty freight routes. It’s not popping as a hotspot but to get clarification about 

those major truck routes as they are also potentially safety hazards. 

Location:  Columbia 

Issue:  What is the relative priority: Don’t know how serious those crashes are along Columbia 

because it is such a huge freight route. What are the modal tradeoffs between 

Columbia and Lombard? 

Jam board: Downtown compatibility to accommodate class 6 to 8 is weak. Accident prone. 

Jam board: Central Eastside with wide truck turns is a safety concern in high bike corridors. 



Location:  McLoughlin 

Issue:  Many homes located on Mcloughlin will have high traffic, noise, pollution, visual 

pollution, and the neighborhood is already cut off by the rail. This makes for future 

congestion to increase more since it is already a very constrained area. 

Location:  Ross Island area. 

Issue:  Interest in the Brooklyn neighborhood to have access to the river. Currently not even 

pedestrians have access. Perhaps a route could lead the neighborhood down to the 

water. And potentially looking into right sizing the area for the future need of the City. 

Location:  St. Johns Bridge bypass // highway 30 and how it will connect to Columbia 

Issue:  An area of interest as the area will become more industrial and carry more freight 

traffic. 

Location:  Eastside further out like Southeast Portland, Clackamas industrial area, and 

Demascuss. 

Issue:  Real need for multi modal investments in East Portland given the future freight 

demand on that part of town. If there is more freight development towards the outer 

region then it makes sense that demand may increase more in East Portland (even 

where not illustrated on the map) and modal conflicts may arise. 

 General 

comment: 

When they reroute a freight truck they can’t just go down any street. So when you're 

looking at future congestion, the City of Portland needs to look at streets that freight 

trucks are actually able to turn down. The ones that are daylighted will end up taking 

more of the congestion. 

General 

comment: 

Powell and Milwaukie both show up as being congested in the future. However, the 

Brooklyn Yard area isn't there. 

 

Slide 3: Emissions of Particulate Matter and Equity 

Location:  Rail Yard 

Issue:  Extreme particulate matter issue is because of the rail line. You can’t put residential in 

because you have the rail line. Even if you got every truck to leave it would still have 

lots of diesel emissions because the trains are there. 

Location:  Brooklyn Rail Yard 



Issue:  Idling of the trains increases congestion from other modes some of which are cars but 

others are trucks, bikes, and peds 

Location:  Lents vs Laurelhurst 

Issue:  Equity Issue. Similar levels of exposure to diesel emissions and different mitigation 

techniques for example the mostly the trees inequitably distributed which help with 

diesel particulate sequestering.  

Location:  Both sides of the Brooklyn Rail Yard 

Issue:  Forklift particulate matter and heavy till 2am.  

Location:  CEID // Brooklyn neighborhood issue back end of the Brooklyn Yards 

Issue:  Really big truck activity and idling which is putting more diesel emissions into the 

surrounding area. 

 


